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The Ascension of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Forty Days after Pascha

“He was lifted up before their eyes in a cloud that took Him from their sight.”
(Acts 1:9)

+ Christ Is shown : g 1 & | . # - ‘ 4 In His left hand is a scroll, symbolizing
ascending in His ./ ) CRERRC T | that He fulfills the Old Testament.
glory In a mandorla, o ¥/ 2 ' + A scroll Is a symbol of teaching. The
a round or almond- - W R 4 icon affirms that Christ Is the source of
shaped design that 9 A ~ L gt all knowledge.
signifies His divinity & ‘ A e 1 : b
and glorified state. 4l S A % s = + The Theotokos occuples a

+ He Is being carried by one angel on either side. : b 8 ' o special place in this icon, She

> I . (7 VW stands out at the center,

& With His right hand, Christ gives His 9 S B > surrounded by the whiteness
blessing as He departs from His = ._" ) : Ve | of the garments of angels.
beloved people. e A T d v W & A + Her hands are in a gesture
b, ! of prayer. :
+ Her very calm pose Is quite different from the
appearance of the Disciples, who are moving
ahout, talking to one another and looking and

ointing towards heaven.
some who did not witness the P g

Ascénsion.
+ St. Paul is shown to the left of the
Theotokos, but we know that at
that time, St. Paul did not yet
believe in Jesus.
+ We, like St. Paul, are called to
participate in Christ's Ascension
and experlence our own ascension,
with our hearts and minds focused on Him.

of people, the
Theotokos and
the disciples,
represent
the Church,
+Just as thelr gaze Is riveted upon their beloved
Christ, so we are called In every Divine Liturgy
to *lift up our hearts to the Lord.”




Cd

SO -

YRR s B e . g g A
ORTHODOX BISHOP OF WESTERN AMERICA
NMPABOCIABHH ENMNHCKOI 3ATTAZAHOAMEPHYHKH
SERBIAN ORTHODOX DIOCESE OF WESTERN AMERICA

En. 6p. 116/2016

Jpara y Xpucry 4ajia, sosmybmenst cunosn i khepu Ceere Lipkse,

TMoappasmasm Bac y ose uygecHe u TajaHcrsene faue, kajga ca Focnogom yexogumo
ka lonroru, 1 game ka Hebeckon Jepycamuay, Hamoj kpajises Luby.

Eso, seh ce usza Tonrore masupe woso Cynue, “Tlacxa rajancrsena, ITacxa
cBevacta, ITacxa Xpucroc Mabasuren”, Te ce uckpeHo monum jga Bam paum Benmkor
nacxansor nocra 6yay xpemawe xa Beuno ponasehem Backpey — Hosoj IMacxu!

Ilpe camo cepam Hepema, y Bawoj 6Gnarocnoseno) 3ajepumun y Mcaksm,
Jaje MUK CMO CTajany Ha npary Bemxor nocra, nesajyhu “jejumum yeruma u jeaunm
cpuem” nokajHe u pasbybyjyhe peun: “Omeopu mu dsepu noxajawa, Kusomodasue, jep
dyx ce moj pavo noduxe xa Teome céemome Xpamy... HO, KAO MUAOCMUE OMUCMU Me
Teojom munocponom smunowhy”. ToM NpIMKOM caM, IOPE AMBHOI FOCTONPHMCTBA 33
KOje cam Bam OGnarojapas, ca pajouthy NpUMETHO M BEAMKM AYXOBHM HAalpejak, KOMe
CTe, CBAKaKO, CBM JONpuHeny, speaHo pagehy Ha cebu y xpreenoj mybasu 3a Lpksy,
nop ayxosxus sohcrsom Bawer csemrenuka, nporojepeja Ipeapara Bojosiha.

Oso nawe Apxunacrupcko obpahamwe Bama ce u tude oua Ilpeppara. ITocne
Ayror, 030M/BHOr M MOMMTBEHO! PasMMIbalLa, OMArOM3BONE/IN CMO M OUTYHMIM Ad ra
nocrasumMo 3a napoxa npu Xpamy Ceeror Case y Can l'abpujeny, Kanudopuuja, xoju je
apyra sHajseha IMapoxuja y sawoj Enapxuju. Osaj Xpam u ITapoxuja cy o orpomsor
3Havaja 3a nawy Enwcxkonujy re, crora, saxresajy csemrreHMxa xoju je op bora
OGnarocnoBeH CNOCOBHOCTHMA M KBAIMTETHMA HEONXOAHMM 3a yenewHo sohewe Hapoga
Boxujer y cnoxenum oxkonHocruma senmkor rpaga Jloc Anbeneca. Ose norpebue
ocobuue Hucmo mornu npoxahu kog Apyrux ceemrennka komxo y ouy Ipegpary.

Caecun cmo, HapasHo, aa he osa Hawa ognyka paxanocruru Muore mehy Bama,
anu ce Monumo 1 Hagamo ja he sac Jlyx Ceerst OKpenuryt i HajaxHyTH y NPaBiIHOM
noumamwy [pkse boxuje kao Hesecre Xpucrose i boroyoseyanckor opranuama, y Kome
€MO, Ka0 WIaHOBM McTOr, no peunma Jlocrojesckor “ceu ogrosopuu 3a cee”. Takobe
sepyjemo fa here naguhn napumjanno cxsarame Llpxse u ca pagowhy npusern osy
xprey, cse y cnasy Oua namer Hebeckor, a 3a nanpegak mame Llpkse Cpncke Ha
CeBepHOAMEPHYKOM KOHTHHEHTY.

Mcrospemeno, ysepasam Bac pa hemo ca ocoburom naxmwom uzabparu u
nocrasurti Bam gocrojuor u oarosapajyher macrupa, nog umjum pykosohemem here
HACTABYMTH 3aN04eTO GOrOYroOHO e0 cBefoYetba i wupesa Brare sectit o Backpeemy.

C mybasmy y Xpucry Cnacuresmy,
V Nloc Aubenecy,

O IMacxn 2016. roauue M ~// “““‘-“L_,_,_

Serbian Orthodox Diocese of Western America, 1621 West Garvey Avenue, Alhambra,
California 91803; Tel: (626) 289-9%061 Fax (626) 284-14384
Email: westsrbdio(@gmail. com Website: www.westsshdio.org




Below is the translation of the Official Letter sent by His Grace our Bishop Maxim to the
Synaxis of the faithful in Seattle, regarding his recent decision to transfer Fr. Predrag to Los
Angeles, CA.

Dear children in Christ, beloved sons and daughters of our Holy Church,

| greet you in these wonderful and mystical days, when we are ascending to the Golgotha
along with our Lord, and further towards the Heavenly Jerusalem — our final goal and desired
destination.

Already a new Sun is looming behind the Golgotha, “Mystical Pascha, All-Venerable Pascha,
Pascha which is Christ Redeemer” and | sincerely pray that your days of the Great Lent may be spent
in a constant movement to Eternally arriving Resurrection — the New Paschal!

Only seven weeks ago, at your blessed parish in Issaquah, we stood together at the threshold
of the Great Lent singing “with one mouth and one heart” the repentant and awakening words: “Open
to me the doors of repentance, O Giver of Life, because my spirit raises early towards Your holy
temple..., but as the All-Compassionate One cleanse me with Your merciful grace.” On that occasion,
and in addition to your great hospitality for which | am very grateful, | noticed with great joy the great
spiritual growth, to which all of you contributed by your hard work on yourselves and sacrificial love
for the Church, under the spiritual leadership of your priest, Very Reverend Predrag Bojovic.

This Archpastoral letter to you is, actually, in regards to Fr. Predrag. After a long, serious and
prayerful contemplation, we have decided to appoint Fr. Predrag as a priest at the Church of Saint
Sava in San Gabriel, California, which is the second largest parish in our Diocese. This temple and
parish are of an utmost importance for our Episcopate, and therefore, there is a great need for a
Priest who has been blessed with the capabilities and the qualities necessary for successful guiding
of the People of God in very complex circumstances surrounding the area of Los Angeles. We were
not able to find these necessary traits | any other priest as much as we saw them in Fr. Predrag.

We are aware, of course, that this decision will sadden many of you, but we pray and hope that
the Holy Spirit will invigorate and inspire you in proper understanding of The Church of God as the
Bride of Christa and as the Organism of God-man, in which we all, as the members of the same, “are
responsible for all’, according to Dostoyevsky. We, also, have faith that you will rise above the partial
understanding of the Church and offer this sacrifice with joy, all for the glory of our Heavenly Father
and for the progress and growth of our Serbian Church on the North American continent.

At the same time, | assure you that we will, with a special care, choose and appoint a worthy and
appropriate shepherd, under whose leadership you will continue your God-pleasing work of
witnessing and spreading the Joyful News of Resurrection.

In Los Angeles, With Love in Christ the Savior,
At Pascha, 2016 Bp. Maxim




Fifty Days After Pascha

“Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins; and you shall receive the glft of the Holy Spirit.” (acts 2:38-39)

+ Pentecost is known as “the Descent of the Holy
Spirit,” and by Holy Tradition,
is celebrated as the first day
of the life of the Church.
It is an icon of bold colors of
red and gold signifying the
greatness of the event, and
celebrating the presence of the Holy Spirit in
the Church, then, today, and always.

As Christ promised before He
ascended, the Holy Spirit is being
sent, making the Holy Apostles
members of the Risen Lord.
+ Tongues of fire are seen descending
upon each of the Apostles, signifying
the descent of the Holy Spirit.
This event occurred on the Jewish
feast of Pentecost. This is when the
first-fruits of harvest were brought to the Lord.
+ In our lives, we first receive the Holy Spirit
through the sacrament of Holy Chrismation (for
most of us, this is right after we are baptized).
The Holy Spirit gives us many gifts in our lives:
He comforts us as we struggle against sin,
He makes us one with God through His energy,
and He bestows upon us many individual gifts,
each useful for our salvation.

+ The icon of Pentecost includes some

who were not present on that day in
the Upper Room.

+ The gathering is a representation of ,“’;7

the Church rather than a historical
depiction.

+ The Apostle Paul, who had not yet

had his conversion on the road to

Damascus is seated across from

St. Peter. The evangelists St. Mark and St. Luke,
each holding a Gospel book, are also shown.

+ We, like they, are called to receive the Holy Spirit,

and to seek to use the gifts He gives us for God's
glory and for our own salvation.

- In the center of the icon below the Apostles sits a

figure enshrouded in darkness.

+ Although crowned with earthly

glory, this symbolic figure,
Cosmos, represents all the people
of the world living in darkness,
sin, and ignorance of God.

+ The figure is shown in the act of

receiving the teaching of the
Apostles, signified by 12 scrolls
upon an outstretched cloth.

+ After Pentecost, the Apostles carried the

message of the Gospel to all parts of the world.

OYXOBMW, Tpojuua, Cunasak Ceetor [lyxa Ha AnocTone, npasHuK Koju npeactasrba poheHaaH xpuwhaHcke
LipkBe; a npasHyje ce 50. gaH nocne xpuwhaHcke MNacxe (Backpca), na ce 3oBe u [NegecetHuua (rpy.
MevinkooTn). OBaj xpuwhaHCcKn NpasHWK o4roBapa jeBpejckoM npasHuky NegeceTHuue, Koju ce CBETKOBAO Kao
MpasHuk ceamuua (Hegersa) unm MpasHuk xxeten (2 Moj 34,32), ncto y 50. gaH nocne Macxe. Y xpuwhaHckoj
LipkBn Ha MNegeceTHuUy cBeTKyje ce cnomeH Ha Cunasak Ceetor [lyxa Ha AnocTtone.

Y negeceTn aaH no Backpcewy 1 gecetn aaH no BasHecewy, nanuna ce obunata 6narogat Ceetor [lyxa Ha
yyeHuKke XpUCTOBeE, 1 HanyHMna ux cHarom ga XpucToB 3aKOH Ha 3emrbu yTBpae: "W kag ce HaBpLwn negecet
AaHa bujaxy cBu anocTonu jeAHoAYyLWHO Ha okyny. W yjeaaHnyT HacTage wym ca Heba kao Xyjawe curnHora
BjeTpa, U HanyHu caB OM raje oHu cjefhaxy; W nokasalle um ce pasgujerbeHu jesvum Kkao orbeHu, n cuhe no
jedaH Ha cBakora o wux. U ncnyHuwe ce cam [lyxa CeTora u ctagoLle roBopuTtu pyrum jesvumma, Kao LWTo
nm [yx nasawe ga kasyjy." (dan 2,1-4) Tako ce ucnyHm oHo WTo je Micyc XprcToc CBojuM yvyeHnumMmMa npes
oanasak Ha Hebo obehao. Cuna CseTora ayxa ogmax je noyena aa aejctsyje jep je C. [NeTap HakoH Tora

BaTpeHOM pedjy Npuaobuo Tpu xurbage rbyam 3a XpucToBy Hayky.

Kao wTo je jaBrbare bora Ha CuHajy 6mo poheHaaH jeBpejckor Hapoaa, Tako je n Cunasak Csetor [Jyxa Ha

Anoctone poheHaaH xpuwhaHcke Lipkse.

Y LpkBeHoj nkoHorpadujun, Cunasak Csetor [lyxa NnpeacTaBibeH je BEpPHOM CIIMKOM Kako ANocTonu cefe ca
CTpaHe, ca ynpaxheHMM MeCTOM Ha 4yeny (To MecTo je 3a [ocnoga XpucTa, Koju ce AeceT AaHa paHuje

Ba3Heo Ha Hebo).




Communique of the Holy Assembly of Bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church held in Belgrade May 14-
25, 2016

The regular meeting of the Assembly of Bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church began at the Patriarchate of Pec
monastery with the joint serving of the holy hierarchical Divine Liturgy and the invocation of the Holy Spirit and
continued in Prizren with the rite of consecration of the renovated Prizren Seminary. Afterward, all regular meetings,
under the presidency of His Holiness Serbian Patriarch Irinej, were held in Belgrade. Participating in the Assembly were
all diocesan hierarchs of the Serbian Orthodox Church with the exception of Bishop Lavrentije of Sabac who, out of
justifiable reasons, was not able to attend.

The most important theme of this year’s Assembly was preparation of the Serbian Orthodox Church to take part in the
Holy and Great Council of the Orthodox Church, to meet this June in Crete. Regarding this forthcoming pan Orthodox
Council, the Assembly of Bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church, adopted a document expressing their principle position
on all major issues to be discussed and decided upon at the Great Council.

Also of importance was the decision of the Assembly that in good time — meaning soon — preparation begin for the
celebration of the 8ooth anniversary of the independence of the Serbian Orthodox Church (1219-2019), in cooperation
with the authorities of Serbia and Republika Srpska and all relative and cultural institutions of the Serbian people. At the
same time, the Assembly was pleased to learn from Metropolitan Amphilohije of Montenegro and the Coastlands, of the
successful preparations already in place for the 1,000th anniversary of the martyrdom of St. Jovan Vladimir, King of
Serbia, which will take place in September of this year in the city of Bar and besides the Patriarch and hierarchs of the
Serbian Orthodox Church invitations will be sent to high delegations of all Orthodox Churches. The Order of King Jovan
Vladimir has been established , to be awarded to confessors of faith and sufferers in the faith.

As in previous years, the Assembly took into consideration church education, as well as the mission of the Church in
general, both internal and external. Protopresbyter Gojko Perovic, the current acting rector of the St. Petar of Cetinje
Seminary in Cetinje, was elected Rector of the aforementioned Seminary. The Library of the Serbian Orthodox
Patriarchate in Belgrade was given status of the main library in the entire region of the Serbian Orthodox Church. With
sadness it was noted that there are still, here and there, schools where religious education is unlawfully discriminated
against, even though in general the situation is favorable.

It was noted that the relations between the Serbian Orthodox Church and the Sister Orthodox Churches are exceptionally
good, fully in the spirit of the Church’s unity and conciliarity, with one unfortunate exception — the Romanian
Patriarchate, whose bishops and clergy for years now - in a non-canonical manner and not in the spirit of brotherly love -
enter in the jurisdiction of the Serbian Orthodox Church in Eastern Serbia, particularly in the Timok region. After many
past addresses and appeals, unfortunately unsuccessful thus far, the Assembly has once more called upon the Romanian
Church to immediately cease this practice which is destructive for the church; otherwise, the problem will be addressed at
the Holy and Great Council of the Orthodox Church, and in the event that this anti-canonical practice continue even after
the Council — the Serbian Orthodox Church, with sincere pain but for the good of the Church — will be forced to cut all
liturgical and canonical relations with the Romanian Orthodox Church.
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Relations with other Christian churches and communities as well as the Jewish and Islamic communities of Serbia, are
traditionally good, which, unfortunately, cannot be said of relations with the extreme circles in the Roman Catholic
Church in Croatia and in Bosnia and Hercegovina, as well as relations with similar circles in the Islamic communities in
Bosnia and Hercegovina and the Islamic communities in Serbia.

Relations between the Church and state is developing with signs of good will and cooperation in terms of the separation of
Church and state. Of particular importance is the support from the Committee for cooperation between churches and
religious institutions at the Ministry of Justice towards both the Serbian Orthodox Church and all other traditional
churches and religious institutions. The Assembly awaits this body be returned the status of Ministry of religious affairs. It
was noted that the religious service in the Serbian Army, as well as the armed forces in Bosnia and Hercegovina, is on the
rise.

There are, unfortunately, problems and unresolved issues. Therefore, the Assembly expected that the process of restitution
of unjustly confiscated church property in Serbia to be accelerated and fully completed. The Assembly once again calls on
the competent authorities to return to the Church parish books of records confiscated in 1946, allegedly for the reason of
copying them. Similarly, the Assembly, for the umpteenth time, reiterates its position that the remains of the Serbian and
world giant, Nikola Tesla, you do not deserve to be a museum piece but that they be decently buried in a suitable place
near the Temple of Saint Sava, as Vuk and Dositej are buried in front of the Cathedral church in Belgrade.

The Assembly fathers noted that the position of the Serbian Orthodox Church in the southern Serbian region is still very
difficult even though there are signs of hope and reasons to be optimistic, such as the trouble-free work of the Prizren
Seminary and recognition of the property rights of Dechani Monastery. The state in the region, unfortunately, is equally
filled with difficulties and sufferings: in Croatia the ustasha-minded chauvinists rant against the Serbian Orthodox Church
and Serbian people; in the Bosnia-Hercegovina Federation constant pressure is in place, to the level of open
discrimination; Montenegro is preparing a law which not only does not recognize the status of the Church and identity but
is threaten with open persecution, while its government proclaims the Serbian Orthodox Church as public enemy number
one, seemingly in the spirit of their "democratic and Euro-Atlantic orientation"; in the Republic of Macedonia show trials
against Archbishop Jovan and the Ohrid Archbishopric are still active.

The Assembly, naturally, expressed its solidarity with all Orthodox and heterodox Christians, as well as Muslims, who are
suffering and being killed in the Middle East. Also, the Assembly prayerfully calls for a quick end to the mindless conflict
between brothers of one faith and one blood in the Ukraine.

The current Bishop of Eastern America, Bishop Mitrophan, is elected bishop of the vacant diocese of Canada, the current
Bishop of Australia and New Zealand, Bishop Irinej, is elected as bishop of Eastern America and Protosindjel Siluan
(Mrakic), of the Pustinje Monastery in the Diocese of Valjevo is elected Bishop of Australia.

Elected as vicar of the Diocese of Montenegro and the Coastlands, with the title, “Bishop of Diocletia”, is Archimandrite
Kirilo (Bojovic), currently engaged in the Diocese of Buenos Aires and South America. The current Bishop of Nis, Bishop
Jovan, has been relieved of his duties as diocesan bishop per his request. Bishop Teodosije of Ras and Prizren will serve as
administrator of the Diocese of Nis while the Diocese of Dabrobosna will continue to be administered by Bishop Grigorije
of Zahum and Hercegovina, Bishop Joanikije of Budim and Niksic will administer the Diocese of Milesevo.

Members of the Holy Synod in its new composition are: Bishop Irinej of Backa, Bishop Justin of Zica, Bishop Fotije of
Dalmatia and Bishop Teodosije of Ras and Prizren, alternate members are Metropolitan Amphilohije of Montenegro and
the Coastlands and Bishop Lavrentije of Sabac.

Submitted by Bishop Irinej of Backa,
Spokesman for the Serbian Orthodox Church




“A %/(% MAN IS NOT

ONE WHO HAS MUCH...

...BUT ONE o
WHO S/()€5 MUCH

FOR WHAT HE GIVES AWAY

Al
REMAINS HIS (%0/‘6(}(7‘.”

- ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 8
1 .:‘a‘b v

Please fill out the 2016 Stewardship Pledge Form we have sent you and please consider ways
that you and your family could help our community grow by becoming active stewards of our parish.

Monunmo Bac ga ncnyHute 3aBetHe [loHaTtopcke KapTtuue Koje cMo BaM JOCTaBUNM 1 Ja HaMm UX
BpaTuTe ga 6u 3Hanu ga nogpxasarte Halle Hanope n ctpeMmsbera. NMopea HoBYaHMX npunora
nocToje pasfiuyMT Ha4YMHM Ha KOje HaM BU U Balle nopoauue moxeTte nomohu, ctora Ham
cama cymMa Ha KapTuuama Huje TOJIMKO OUMTHa KOJIMKO CUTYPHOCT Aia CTe ca Hama, ca Hawom
Majkom LipkBom, Koja Hac Boau y XKuBoTt BeyHu!
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Ceetn Hukonaj: O BugosaaHy y kategpann Ceetor NaBna y J/loHaoHy 1916.r.

T'ocrozo u npujaresbu!

Iormao cam u3 Cpbuje, u3 eBpoIcke nmonohu. Tamo HUTAE HU 3payuKa
ceetrsioctu. CBa je CBETJIOCT mobersia ca 3eMJbe Ha HeDO U jeJTUHO HaM
010310 cBetn. [la unak, Mu Hejaku y CBEMY, cajla OBaKO, jJaKU CMO Y
Ha/IM U BepH, Y CKOPO cBaHyhe jjaHa. 3axBajiaH cam JIOPAY
ApxuenuckoIy KeHTepbepujcKoM, KOju MU je OMOTYNHO /la Ha CBETH

BunmoBpaas, oBor jieta ['ocriogmer 1916. TO/IHE, Y OBOj IIPEKPACHO]

upkBu Ceetor IlaBya, mpej lheroBuM BrucouancTBoMm kpasbeM Llopiiem

[Tetum u Hajyriaenuujum EHrsresuma mory z1a BaM ce 06paTuM.

T'ocozmo u npujarespu! Ileo gaH jyde mpoBeo cam pasrienajyhu oBaj BeIUYaHCTBEHH XpaM, KOju je moHoc EHrecke
¥ xpuirhaHceTBa. Ja caM BUZEO Ja je OH carpal)eH of HajCKyIIOIEHHjer MaTepHjaia, JOHECEHOT U3 Pa3HUX KpajeBa
HMIIEPHje ¥ KOjoj CYHIIE He 3a1a3u. Bugeo cam 1a je carpaljen oz rpanuTa 1 MepMepa Koje Cy UCIIMPaJId Talacu
CTOTHHE MOpa U OKeaHa. U1 1a je yKkpallleH 3/1aTOM U JIpaTuM KaMeeM, JIOHETUM 13 HajCKYIIOIeHUjUX PYAHUKA

EBpore u Azuje. 11 yBepuo cam ce /ia ce 0Baj XpaM € ITpaBoM yopaja y jeZTHO 0/T apXUTEKTOHCKHUX Uy/ia CBETa.

Ho, rocmiozio u npujaTespu! Ja 1071a3UM U3 jeHe Majie 3eM/be Ha baskaHy y K0joj nMa jeiad xpam, 1 Behu, 1 JIeTIny,
¥ BPEJIHUjH, U CBETHjU O] OBOT XpaMa. Taj xpaMm ce Hajasu y cprckom rpaxay Humry u 3o0Be ce hEJIE KYJIA. Taj xpam
je casumaH of iobama U KOCTHjy MOr Hapoja. Hapojia koju meT BeKoBa CTOju Kao cTaMeHa OpaHa a3ujaTcKoM MOpY,
Ha jy>kHO0j Kanuju EBporie. A kaj 61 cBe j00ame 1 KOCTH OuJIe y3uaaHe, Morao Ou ce mojuhu XxpaMm TprcTa MeTapa
BHUCOK, TOJIMKO IIIUPOK U JyTravak, u cBaku CpbuH 6u ana, Morao moauhu pyky u mokasaTtu: OBO je riaBa Mora
Jlefie, Mora o1ia, Mmora 6para, Mora KOMIITHje, MOTa IIpujaresba, Kyma. I[let BekoBa Cpbuja jobarbaMa 1 KOCTHMAa
cBojuM O6panu EBporry 1a 6u oHa xuBesia cpehHo. MU ¢cMO TYyIHJIH HAIIM KOCTHMa TypcKe cabsbe U 00apajy TUBIbe
X0p7e, Koje cy cpJjbasie Kao IIaHUHCKY BuXop Ha EBpomny. U To, He 3a jeHY /IelieHUjy, HUTH 3a jeHO cTosiehe, Hero
3a cBa oHa ctoseha koja yieske usmelly Padaesna u lllupepa. 3a cBa oHa 6esa u 1ipBeHa ctosieha y kojuma je EBpomna
BpIIMIIa pedhopMarliyjy Bepe, peopmarujy Hayke, peopmariujy moauTuke, pepopmarujy paza, pepopmanujy
IIeJIOKYITHOT 3KkuBOTa. Pedjy, kajsia je EBporma BpIIiiia cMeo KOPUroBarbe, 1 60roBa U JbYAU U3 MPOIIIOCTH, U Ka/ia je

MIPOJIa3UJIa KPO3 jeTHO YNCTIIIUIITE, TEJIECHO U YXOBHO.

Mu cMo, Kao CTPIUBHBY pOOOBU, MU CMO Ce KJIAJIU ca HelpujaTe/buMa tbeHnM, Opanehu yias y To yuctunuinre. U
ZIPYTOM peyjy, 1ok je EBpora nocrajasia EBporiom, Mu cMo O1H orpajia leHa, *KUBa U HepoOOojHa OTPaia, IUBJIbE
TpE-e OKO ImuToMe py:ke. Ha Bumosgan 1389. rojiuHe cpricku kHes Jla3ap, ca cBOjoM XpabpoM BOjCKOM, CTao je Ha
Kocosy ITosby Ha Opanuk xpurithatcke EBporie, 1 1a0 KHUBOT 3a oi0paHy Xpuiithancke kyaType. Y To Bpeme Cpba je

6u10 kosuko u Bac EHrzie3a. JlaHac UXx je fieceT IyTa Mame.
I'ne cy? Usrunynu 6panehu EBpomy.

Capa je Bpeme na Espomnia Cpbuju Bpatu Taj ayr!
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Vidovdan Address of Saint Nikolaj
Velimirovic, 1916

On June 28th 1916, now Sainted Bishop Nikolaj Velimirovi¢ addressed a
congregation gathered at St. Paul’s Cathedral in London at the invitation
of the Archbishop of Canterbury.

Gentlemen and friends,

I am coming from Serbia, from European “midnight”. There is no ray of
light, not a single trace. All the light went from the ground to the sky and
the sky is the only place where the light is coming from. Nevertheless, we
that are weak in everything are strong in faith and hope that dawn will soon
arrive. I am grateful to Lord Archbishop, Randall Cantuar, that allowed me,
on this holy day, Vidovdan, year of Our Lord 1916, in this beautiful church
of Saint Paul, to address his majesty, King George V and the most
prominent Englishmen.

Gentlemen and friends! I spent the whole day yesterday looking at this magnificent temple, which is the pride of England
and Christianity. I have seen that it has been built by using the most expensive material, brought from various parts of the
empire, where the sun never sets. I have seen that it has been built from granite and marble, that the waves of the
hundreds of seas and oceans rinsed them to the shore. It is also decorated with the gold and precious stones,which were
brought from the most valuable mines in Europe and Asia. I have convinced myself that this temple is accounted for the
one of the architectural wonders of the world for a reason.

However, my friends, I am coming from a little country in the Balkans, and there is a temple that is bigger, holier, and
more beautiful and precious than this one. That temple is located in Serbian town of Ni$ and its name is the Skull Tower.
That temple is built from the skulls that belong to my people. They have been standing there for five centuries, like a stout
dam for Asian sea, on the Eastern European gate. And if all the skulls and bones were used to build the temple, that
temple would be three-hundred meters tall, with identical width and length, and every Serb could have come in today,
raise his arm and point at each one of them “This is the skull of my grand-father, my father, my brother my neighbour, my
friend, my God-father, my best man”. For five centuries, Serbia has been defending Europe with it’s bones and skulls, so
Europe could live peacefully.

We made the Turkish sabres blunt with our bones; we threw down the savage hordes that were rushing down like a
mountain whirl wind towards the Europe. Not for a decade, nor for a century, but for all those centuries between Rafael
and Shearer. During all those “white and red centuries”, while Europe was experiencing religious reformation, scientific
revolution, political revolutions, work reformations, the reformation of the overall way of life, using words, we carried out
our role with our lives. While Europe was heartily revising gods and people from the past, and while it was going through a
purgatory both physically and spiritually, we, as patient slaves, were slaughtered by the European enemies, forbidding the
entry into that same purgatory. In other words, while Europe was becoming Europe we know Today, we were its fence, the
impenetrable wall, and the wild thorns around the gentle rose. On Vidovdan, year 1389, Serbian tsar Lazar came to
Kosovo with his brave army, on the frontier of the Christian Europe, and in order to defend the Christian culture, he gave
his life. At that time there were as many Serbs as Englishmen now. Today, there are ten time less Serbs than then.

Where are they? They died, protecting Europe. Now it’s Europe’s turn to pay back the debt.
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Descent of the Holy Spirit
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Troparion — Tone 8

Blessed art Thou, O Christ Our
God,

Thou hast revealed the fishermen
as most wise

By sending down upon them the
Holy Spirit;

Through them Thou drewest the
world into Thy net.

O Lover of Mankind, glory to Thee.

www.StSavaChurch-NW.org
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