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 Contemplation on the Third Sunday of the 

Great Lent - Adoration of the Holy Cross 

 
            We all know, of course, that the life-giving 

cross is our main holy object, our main spiritual 

treasure.  And the Church glorifies this holy object 

in a special manner.  During the course of the entire 

year, on Wednesdays and Fridays, in Church hymns 

and practically on every Sunday, the Cross is 

glorified.  It is brought out gloriously FOUR times 

during the year for veneration: in the summer, on 

the first of August [old style], we commemorate the 

procession of the Cross in Constantinople, on the 

14/27th of  September  we commemorate the main 

feast, the triumphant elevation of the Cross; we 

commemorate the Cross also a day before the Great 

Feast of Theophany when we celebrate the Baptism 

of the Lord, also called  Epiphany, words which 

mean the Appearance of God, and this Feast is also 

called the Enlightenment. And, finally, we glorify 

The Life Giving Cross  in the middle of the Great 

Lent, on the Third Sunday of the Great Lent.  Do 

you see the irony? 

 

These are feasts that celebrate the Precious 

Cross. We wear crosses. We put them in our houses. We adorn our temples with them (inside and out; on our 

doors and the very top of our cupolas). We trace its image over our bodies throughout the day. Have you ever 

realized how that looks? An instrument of torture and humiliation, perfected by pagans, has become the sign of 

our faith. A degrading and wicked instrument of death is, according to the Hymns of Church, 

the ñunconquerable trophy of the true faith, door to paradise, succor of the faithful, and barricade set about 

the Churchò (Vespers stichera). 

 

This is something that should wake us from our slumber. This is something so jolting ï but so 

fundamentally true ï that it should force us to see things not through the eyes of the fallen world, but through 

the eyes of ñtrue seeingò. Christ brought sight to the blind during his earthly ministry. Through contemplation 
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of the Cross, He will bring spiritual sight, true sight, to all of us (and in seeing, we will follow Him through the 

Cross, to Paradise). 

 

The Cross is anathema to the world ï it does not understand the Passion. It does not understand sacrifice. 

It only understands and seeks the comfort and pleasure of today and the foreseeable future. The world sees 

through the fallen eyes of Adam. Adam hoped to find pleasure in the beautiful fruit of the Tree, but found only 

bitterness (a beautiful tree brought Him only bitterness). The true-seeing man seeks true pleasure today and 

forever, and finds it in the Cross (a horrific Cross brings him everlasting joy). The promises of worldly pleasure 

are empty, but the promise of the Cross is already being fulfilled. 

 

Yes, there is great irony in the Cross, but it is only because the Truth is so out of synch with the millennia 

of lies that we have told in our falleness. It is the one piece of Order and Truth in a world of chaos. 

 

-  In the chaos of infantry battles, the king would plant his banner so that his scattered troops would rally 

around him. It was a single point of stability in the chaos of battle. Rallying to it and around it was the 

only hope of survival for the individual soldier and for the force at large. The Cross is planted in this 

world so that we might rally to it. We are not meant to struggle alone, but together (working together, 

not individual bravery or skill is the key to military success). And not just around any cause, but around 

the True Kingôs banner: the Precious and Life-giving Cross. 

-  The taste of Fruit of the Tree was sweet, brought illness; the taste of the Cross is bitter, but brings 

healing to all. While this is jarring, it accords with our experience. Medicine is bitter (or it used to be); 

shots hurt. Treatment can be long and excruciating. More so because it does not always work. 

But know this: the medical treatment of the Cross can be difficult, but its success is sure. The Cross brings 

healing to all. Through the Cross, Christ took on the sins of the world ï through His Cross, we are healed of all 

our diseases and infirmities and made worthy to grow in unity with Him and one another. He is the Great 

Physician, and the love of the Cross is the medicine of salvation. 

 

Do not be ashamed of Our Lord. Do not be ashamed of His Cross. Deny yourself. Pick up your cross 

and follow Him. Follow Him to eternal health and everlasting joy. This is the way of Christ. This is the 

way to victory. 

 

Ȱȶȷȸȹ ȸȨȴȲȫ ȰȱȦȡȦȲȴ ȷȫ ȨȱȦȪȮȰO 

ɽʚʦ ʚʝ˂ ʪʨʝ˂ʘ ʥʝʜʝˀʘ ʯʘʩʥʦʛʘ ʧʦʩʪʘ ʿʝ ʠʟʘ ʥʘʩ. ɺʝ˂ ʧʫʥʝ ʪʨʠ ʥʝʜʝˀʝ ʤʠ ʩʝ ʧʦʩʪʦʤ ʠ ʤʦʣʠʪʚʦʤ ʩʧʨʝʤʘʤʦ ʟʘ ʜʦʯʝʢ 

ʥʘʿʚʝ˂ʝʛ ʠ ʥʘʿʨʘʜʦʩʥʠʿʝʛ ʧʨʘʟʥʠʢʘ ʥʘʰʝ ʎʨʢʚʝ ï ɺʘʩʢʨʩʝˁʘ ʍʨʠʩʪʦʚʦʛ. ʉʚʘ ʥʘʰʘ ʚʝʨʘ ʠ ʮʝʣʦʢʫʧʥʦ ʥʘʰʝ 

ʠʩʧʦʚʝʜʘˁʝ ʪʝʤʝˀʠ ʩʝ ʥʘ ʪʦʿ ʚʝʣʠʢʦʿ ʪʘʿʥʠ ʍʨʠʩʪʦʚʝ ʧʦʙʝʜʝ ʥʘʜ ʩʤʨ˂ʫ, ʦ ʯʝʤʫ ʩʚʝʜʦʯʠ ʩʚʝʪʠ ʇʘʚʣʝ ʥʘʿʚʝ˂ʠ 

ʘʧʦʩʪʦʣ ʥʘʰʝ ʎʨʢʚʝ ʨʠʝʯʠʤʘ ʜʘ ʍʨʠʩʪʦʩ ʥʠʿʝ ʫʩʪʘʦ ʠʟ ʤʨʪʚʠʭ ʫʟʘʣʫʜ ʿʝ ʠ ʚʝʨʘ ʥʘʰʘ ʫʟʘʣʫʜ ʿʝ ʠ ʧʨʦʧʦʚʝʜʘˁʝ 

ʥʘʰʝ. ɸʣʠ ʤʠ ʟʘʥʤʦ ʜʘ ʿʝ ʆʥ, ʧʨʦʜʫʞʘʚʘ ʜʘˀʝ ʘʧʦʩʪʦʣ, ʧʨʚʠʥʘ ʠʟ ʤʨʪʚʠʭ ʠ ʪʠʤʝ ʜʘʦ ʥʘʜʫ ʥʘ ʚʘʩʢʨʩʝˁʝ ʩʚʘʢʦʤʝ 

ʢʦʿʠ ʚʝʨʫʿʝ ʫ ɳʝʛʘ. ɿʙʦʛ ʪʦʛʘ ʿʝ ʧʦʜʚʠʛ ʥʘʰʝʛ ʧʦʩʪʘ ʚʝʦʤʘ ʙʠʪʘʥ ʠ ʚʘʞʘʥ, ʿʝʨ ʥʘʩ ʯʠʥʠ ʜʫʭʦʚʥʦ ʙʦˀʠʤ, ʢʨʝʧʠ 
ʥʘhʝ ʜʫʰʝʚʥʝ ʩʠʣʠ, ʦʿʘʯʘʚʘ ʥʘʰʫ ʚʝʨʫ ʠ ʚʦʜʠ ʥʘʩ ʜʦʩʪʦʿʥʦʤ ʩʫʩʨʝʪʫ ʩʘ ɺʘʩʢʨʩʣʠʤ ɻʦʩʧʦʜʦʤ. 

ʇʨʝʜʩʪʦʿʝ˂ʘ ʩʚʝʪʘ ʥʝʜʝˀʘ ʿʝ ʧʦʩʝʙʥʘ, ʿʝʨ ʿʝ ʧʦʩʚʝ˂ʝʥʘ ʩʧʘʩʦʥʦʩʥʦʤ ʟʥʘʤʝˁʫ ʯʘʩʥʦʛ ʠ ʞʠʚʦʪʚʦʨʥʦʛʘ ʢʨʩʪʘ 

ʍʨʠʩʪʦʚʦʛ. ɿʙʦʛ ʪʦʛʘ ʩʝ ʦʥʘ ʠ ʥʘʟʠʚʘ ʢʨʩʪʦʧʦʢʣʦʥʘ. ʏʘʩʥʠ ʢʨʩʪ ʿʝ ʦʜʫʚʝʢ ʙʠʦ ʧʨʝʜʤʝʪ ʧʦʩʝʙʥʦʛ ʧʦʰʪʦʚʘˁʘ 

ʧʨʘʚʦʩʣʘʚʥʠʭ ˀʫʜʠ ʠ ˁʝʛʦʚʘ ʧʦʿʘʚʘ ʿʝ ʪʝʩʥʦ ʧʦʚʝʟʘʥʘ ʩʘ ʮʝʣʦʢʫʧʥʦʤ ʠʩʪʦʨʠʿʦʤ ʥʘʰʝ ʎʨʢʚʝ. ʇʨʠʨʦʜʥʦ ʩʝ ʥʘʤʝ˂ʝ 

ʧʠʪʘˁʝ ʫ ʯʝʤʫ ʿʝ ʪʘʿʥʘ ˁʝʛʦʚʝ ʯʫʜʦʪʚʦʨʥʝ ʠ ʙʣʘʛʦʜʘʪʥʝ ʩʠʣʝ? ʎʝʣʦʢʫʧʥʘ ʪʘʿʥʘ ʢʨʩʪʘ ʦʪʢʨʠʚʝʥʘ ʿʝ ʫ ʩʧʘʩʦʥʦʩʥʦʤ 

ʜʦʛʘʹʘʿʫ ɺʘʩʢʨʩʝˁʘ ʍʨʠʩʪʦʚʦʛ. ʋʧʨʘʚʦ ʿʝ ʩʚʦʿʠʤ ɺʘʩʢʨʩʝˁʝʤ ʍʨʠʩʪʦʩ ʦʩʚʝʪʠʦ ʩʠʙʦʣ ʢʨʩʪʘ ʠ ʜʘʨʦʚʘʦ ʤʫ ʥʦʚʫ 

ʩʧʘʩʦʥʦʩʥʫ ʩʠʣʫ ï ʩʠʣʫ ʧʦʙʝʜʝ ʠ ʚʝʯʥʦʛʘ ʞʠʚʦʪʘ. ʉʚʝ ʜʦ ɳʝʛʦʚʦʛ ʨʘʩʧʝ˂ʘ ʢʨʩʪ ʿʝ ʙʠʦ ʦʨʫʹʝ ʩʨʘʤʘ, ʿʝʨ ʩʫ ʥʘʿʚʝ˂ʝ 

ʨʘʟʙʦʿʥʠʢʝ ʢʘʞˁʘʚʘʣʠ ʨʘʩʧʠˁʘˁʝʤ ʥʘ ˁʝʤʫ. ʊʫ ʙʦʣʥʫ ʠ ʩʨʘʤʦʪʥʫ ʧʨʘʢʩʫ ʨʘʩʧʠˁʘˁʘ ʈʠʤˀʘʥʠ ʩʫ ʧʨʠʤʝˁʠʚʘʣʠ 

ʩʘʤʦ ʟʘ ʨʦʙʦʚʝ ʠ ʥʘ ʩʚʝ ʢʦʿʠ ʧʦ ʩʚʦʤʝ ʧʦʨʝʢʣʫ ʥʠʩʫ ʙʠʣʠ ʨʠʤˀʘʥʠ. ɸʣʠ ʨʘʩʧʝ˂ʝʤ ʍʨʠʩʪʦʚʠʤ ʢʨʩʪ ʿʝ ʧʦʩʪʘʦ 

ʟʥʘʤʝˁʝ ʧʦʙʝʜʝ ʠ ʚʝʯʥʝ ʩʣʘʚʝ. ʆ ʪʦʤʝ ʥʘʤ ʩʚʿʝʜʦʯʠ ʠ ʮʨʢʚʝʥʘ ʧʝʩʤʘ ʢʦʿʘ ʩʝ ʧʝʚʘ ʥʘ ʉʚʝʪʦʿ ʃʠʪʫʨʛʠʿʠ - ʂʨʩʪʫ 
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ʪʚʦʤʝ ʢʣʘˁʘʤʦ ʩʝ ɺʣʘʜʠʢʦ ʠ ʩʚʝʪʦ ɺʘʩʢʨʩʝˁʝ ʪʚʦʿʝ ʧʝʚʘʤʦ ʠ ʩʣʘʚʠʤʦ. ʇʦʢʣʘˁʘʿʫ˂ʠ ʩʝ ʢʨʩʪʫ ʤʠ ʩʣʘʚʠʤʦ 

ʪʚʦʿʝ ɺʘʩʢʨʩʝˁʝ, ʧʨʦʩʣʘʚˀʘʤʦ ʧʦʙʝʜʫ ʩʚʠʭ ʥʘʩ, ʧʦʙʝʜʫ ʢʦʿʘ ʿʝ ʫʧʨʘʚʦ ʟʥʘʤʝˁʝʤ ʢʨʩʪʘ ʙʠʣʘ ʿʘʚˀʝʥʘ ʯʦʚʝʯʘʥʩʪʚʫ. 

ʂʨʩʪ ʍʨʠʩʪʦʚ ʿʝ ʧʦʙʝʜʥʦ ʟʥʘʤʝˁʝ ʎʨʢʚʝ ʍʨʠʩʪʦʚʝ, ʿʝʨ ʩʝ ˁʠʤʝ ʧʦʙʝʹʫʿʫ ʚʠʜˀʠʚʠ ʠ ʥʝʚʠʜˀʠʚʠ ʥʝʧʨʠʿʘʪʝˀʠ. ʆ 

ʪʦʤʝ ʥʘʩ ʫʚʝʨʘʚʘ ʘʧʦʩʪʦʣ ʇʘʚʣʝ ʢʦʿʠ ʢʘʞʝ ʜʘ ʿʝ ʢʨʩʪ ʍʨʠʩʪʦʚ ʙʦʞʘʥʩʪʚʝʥʦ ʦʨʫʹʝ ʩʘ ʢʦʿʠʤ ʩʝ ʧʨʦʛʦʥʠ ʩʚʘʢʠ ʚʨʘʛ ʠ 

ʥʝʧʨʠʿʘʪʝˀ (!. ʂʦʨ. 18). ʇʦʩʪʘʚˀʘ ʩʝ ʧʠʪʘˁʝ ʟʙʦʛ ʯʝʛʘ ʂʨʩʪ ʠ ʢʨʩʥʦ ʟʥʘʤʝˁʝ ʠʤʘʿʫ ʪʘʢʚʫ ʩʠʣʥʫ ʤʦ˂ ʧʨʦʪʠʚ 

ʜʝʤʦʥʩʢʠʭ ʩʠʣʘ? ɿʘʪʦ ʰʪʦ ʂʨʩʪ ʩʚʿʝʜʦʯʠ ʩʘʪʘʥʠ ʦ ʚʝʣʠʢʦʿ ʩʠʣʠ ɹʦʞʠʿʦʿ ï ʩʠʣʠ ʩʤʠʨʝˁʘ. ɫʘʚʦ ʿʝ ʦʪʧʘʦ ʦʜ ɹʦʛʘ 

ʢʨʦʟ ʛʦʨʜʦʩʪ, ʘ ɻʦʩʧʦʜ ʿʝ ʧʦʙʝʜʠʦ ʹʘʚʦʣʘ ʩʚʦʿʠʤ ʩʤʠʨʝˁʝʤ. ɿʥʘʤʝˁʝ ʢʨʩʪʘ, ʥʘ ʢʦʤʝ ʿʝ ɻʦʩʧʦʜ ʧʨʦʿʘʚʠʦ ʩʚʦʿʝ 

ʚʝʣʠʢʦ ʩʤʠʨʝˁʝ ʠ ʪʠʤ ʩʘʤʠʤ ʧʦʙʝʜʠʦ ʚʨʘʞʠʿʫ ʩʠʣʫ, ʟʘ ʹʘʚʦʣʘ ʩʫ ʧʨʦʩʪʦ ʥʝ ʧʦʜʥʦʰˀʠʚʠ. ʂʨʩʪ ʿʝ ʧʦʯʝʪʘʢ ʠ ʢʨʘʿ 

ʥʘʰʝʛʘ ʩʧʘʩʝˁʘ. ɹʝʟ ʢʨʩʪʘ ʤʠ ʥʠʩʤʦ ʭʨʠʰ˂ʘʥʠ, ʥʠʩʤʦ ʯʣʘʥʦʚʠ ʎʨʢʚʝ ʍʨʠʩʪʦʚʝ, ʥʠʩʤʦ ʜʝʮʘ ɹʦʞʠʿʘ. ɿʘ ʢʨʩʪ ʩʤʦ 

ʨʦʹʝʥʠ, ʨʘʜʠ ʢʨʩʪʘ ʤʠ ʞʠʚʠʤʦ ʠ ʢʨʩʪʦʤ ʠ ʫʤʠʨʝʤʦ. ɸ ʫʤʠʨʫ˂ʠ ʩʘ ʢʨʩʪʦʤ ʤʠ ʫʤʠʨʝʤʦ ʩʘ ʚʝʨʦʤ ʥʘ ʞʠʚʦʪ ʚʝʯʥʠ. 

ʇʦ ʧʨʠʤʝʨʫ ɹʦʞʠʿʝʤ ʩʚʠ ʤʠ ʩʤʦ ʧʦʟʚʘʥʠ ʜʘ 

ʜʦʩʪʦʿʥʦ ʥʦʩʠʤʦ ʩʚʦʿ ʦʚʦʟʝʤʘˀʩʢʠ ʢʨʩʪ ʢʦʿʠ 

ʥʘʤ ʩʝ ʜʘʿʝ. ɸʣʠ ʯʠˁʝʥʠʮʘ ʿʝ ʜʨʘʛʘ ʙʨʘ˂ʦ ʠ 

ʩʝʩʪʨʝ ʜʘ ʿʝ ʯʦʚʝʯʘʥʩʪʚʦ ʜʘʥʘʩ ʟʘʥʝʤʘʨʠʣʦ 

ʚʨʣʠʥʩʢʠ, ʿʝʚʘʥʹʝʣʩʢʠ ʞʠʚʦʪ ʠ ʫʤʝʩʪʦ ˁʝʛʘ 

ʫʟʝʣʦ ʣʘʞʥʠ ʞʠʚʦʪ ʧʦ ʪʝʣʝʩʥʠʤ ʞʝˀʘʤʘ, ʢʦʿʠ 

ʥʘʩ ʚʨʝʤʝʥʦʤ ʧʦʪʧʫʥʦ ʫʜʘˀʫʿʝ ʦʜ ɹʦʛʘ ʠ ʟʘʢʦʥʘ 

ɹʦʞʠʿʝʛ. ʏʦʚʝʢ ʿʝ ʟʘʙʦʨʘʚʠʦ ʩʧʘʩʦʥʦʩʥʫ ʞʨʪʚʫ 

ʢʦʿʫ ʿʝ ɹʦʛ ʫʯʠʥʠʦ ʠʩʢˀʫʯʠʚʦ ʨʘʜʠ ˁʝʛʦʚʦʛ 

ʩʧʘʩʝˁʘ. ʇʦʨʫʛʝ, ʧˀʫʚʘˁʘ, ʙʠʯʝʚʘˁʝ ʠ ʥʘ ʢʨʘʿʫ 

ʨʘʩʧʝ˂ʝ ʍʨʠʩʪʦʩ ʪʨʧʠ ʠʩʢˀʫʯʠʚʦ ʨʘʜʠ ʥʘʩ ʠ 

ʨʘʜʠ ʠʩʢʫʧˀʝˁʘ ʥʘʰʠʭ ʩʘʛʨʝʰʝˁʘ. ɸ ʟʘʫʟʚʨʘʪ 

ʰʪʘ ʤʫ ʤʠ ʜʘʿʝʤʦ? ɼʦʩʪʦʿʥʦ ʥʦʰʝˁʝ ʩʚʦʛʘ ʢʨʩʪʘ 

ʠʣʠ ʩʤʦ ʩʚʦʿ ʢʨʩʪ ʟʘʤʝʥʠʣʠ ʦʚʦʟʝʤʘˀʩʢʠʤ 

ʥʘʩʣʘʜʘʤʘ. ʀʩʪʠʥʩʢʘ ˀʫʙʘʚ ʠ ʧʨʝʜʘʥʦʩʪ ʧʨʝʤʘ 

ɻʦʩʧʦʜʫ ʩʘʩʪʦʿʠ ʩʝ ʫ ʩʪʨʧˀʠʚʦʤ ʧʦʜʥʦʰʝˁʫ 

ʩʚʠʭ ʥʝʚʦˀʘ ʠ ʦʚʦʟʝʤʘˀʩʢʠ ʠʩʢʫʰʝˁʘ. ɱʝʨ ʢʘʦ 

ʰʪʦ ʿʝ ʧʦʩʣʝ ʩʨʘʤʥʦʛ ʨʘʩʧʝ˂ʘ ʥʘ ʢʨʩʪʫ, 

ʚʘʩʢʨʩʝˁʝʤ ʜʦʰʣʘ ʩʧʘʩʦʥʦʩʥʘ ʧʦʙʝʜʘ, ʪʘʢʦ ʠ 

ʩʚʘʢʦ ʥʘʰʝ ʜʦʩʪʦʿʥʦ ʥʦʰʝˁʝ ʢʨʩʪʘ ʫ ʪʝʰʢʠʤ 

ʤʦʤʝʥʪʠʤʘ ʥʘʰʝʛʘ ʞʠʚʦʪʘ ʙʠʚʘ ʥʘʛʨʘʝ́ʥʦ ʩʚʝʤʦʛʫ˂ʠʤ ɻʦʩʧʦʜʦʤ. ɾʠʚʝ˂ʠ ʚʨʣʠʥʩʢʠʤ ʿʝʚʘʥʹʝʣʩʢʠʤ ʞʠʚʦʪʦʤ, 

ʤʦʣʠʪʚʦʤ ʠ ʧʦʩʪʦʤ, ʤʠ ʜʦʩʪʦʿʥʦ ʥʦʩʠʤʦ ʩʚʦʿ ʢʨʩʪ ʠ ʥʘ ʪʘʿ ʥʘʯʠʥ ʜʦʩʪʠʞʝʤʦ ʥʘʿʚʝ˂ʠ ʩʪʝʧʝʥ ʿʝʚʘʥʹʝʣʩʢʦʛ ʞʠʚʦʪʘ, 

ʩʪʝʧʝʥ ʫ ʢʦʿʝʤ ʜʫʰʘ ʩʦʟʝʨʮʘʚʘ ʥʝʠʟʨʝʮʠʚʫ ʩʚʝʪʣʦʩʪ ʣʠʮʘ ɹʦʞʠʿʝʛ. 

ʇʨʘʚʦʩʣʘʚʥʠ ʯʦʚʝʢ ʪʘʢʦʹʝ ʪʨʝʙʘ ʜʘ ʩʘʟʥʘ ʜʘ ʩʝ ʧʫʪ ʫ ʎʘʨʩʪʚʦ ʥʝʙʝʩʢʦ ʜʦʩʪʠʞʝ ʙʦʨʙʦʤ, ʦʜʨʠʮʘˁʝʤ ʦʜ ʩʘʤʦʛʘ ʩʝʙʝ, 

ʩʚʦʿʠʭ ʧʨʦʭʪʝʚʘ ʠ ʩʤʠʨʝʥʠʤ ʥʦʰʝˁʝʤ ʩʪʨʘʜʘˁʘ, ʊʘʿ ʧʫʪ ʥʘʤ ʿʝ ʟʘʧʦʚʝʜʠʦ ʩʘʤ ɻʦʩʧʦʜ, ʦ ʯʝʤʫ ʩʚʝʜʦʯʠ ʘʧʦʩʪʦʣ 

ʇʝʪʘʨ, ʢʦʿʠ ʢʘʞʝ ʜʘ ʿʝ ʍʨʠʩʪʦʩ ʦʩʪʘʚʠʦ ʥʘʤʘ ʉʚʦʿ ʧʨʠʤʝʨ, ʜʘ ʩʣʝʜʫʿʝʤʦ ʩʪʦʧʘʤʘ ɳʝʛʦʚʠʤ (ʇʝʪʘʨ 2. 21) ɸʢʦ ʤʠ 

ʩʝʙʝ ʩʤʘʪʨʘʤʦ ˁʝʛʦʚʠʤ ʫʯʝʥʠʮʠʤʘ, ʦʥʜʘ ʩʤʦ ʜʫʞʥʠ ʜʘ ʫʩʤʝʨʠʤʦ ʩʚʦʿ ʧʫʪ ʧʦ ɳʝʛʦʚʠʤ ʩʪʦʧʘʤʘ, ʜʘ ʨʘʟʘʧʥʝʤʦ 

ʩʚʦʿʝ ʪʝʣʦ ʩʘ ʩʪʨʘʩʪʠʤʘ ʠ ʧʦʭʦʪʘʤʘ. ɱʝʨ ʢʘʢʦ ʩʚʿʝʜʦʯʠ ʩʚʝʪʠ ɻʨʠʛʦʨʠʿʝ ʇʘʣʘʤʘ ï ʩʚʘʢʠ ʯʦʚʿʝʢ ʢʦʿʠ ʿʝ ʩʝʙʝ ʨʘʟʘʧʝʦ 

ʥʘ ʢʨʩʪʫ, ʥʝʤʘ ʧʦʙʫʜʝ ʧʨʝʤʘ ʛʨʝʭʫ. ɿʙʦʛ ʪʦʛʘ ʿʝ ʙʠʪʥʦ ʧʦʧʝʪʠ ʩʝ ʥʘ ʚʠʩʠʥʫ ʢʨʩʪʘ, ʨʘʩʧʝʪʠ ʩʚʦʿʝ ʩʪʨʘʩʪʥʦ ʪʝʣʦ. ɸ 

ʩʚʝʪʠ ʦʮʠ ʛʦʚʦʨʝ ʜʘ ʨʘʟʘʧʝʪʠ ʩʝ ʥʘ ʢʨʩʪʫ ʟʥʘʯʠ ʙʦʨʠʪʠ ʩʝ ʧʨʦʪʠʚ ʩʪʨʘʩʪʠ ʠ ʠʟʙʝʛʘʚʘʪʠ ʩʘʙʣʘʟʘʥ. 

ʀʜʫ˂ʠ ʧʦ ʢʨʩʪʥʦʤʝ ʧʫʪʫ, ʤʠ ʤʦʞʝʤʦ ʩʧʦʟʥʘʪʠ ʧʣʦʜʦʚʝ ʩʤʠʨʝʥʦʛ ʥʦʰʝˁʘ ʩʚʦʛʘ ʢʨʩʪʘ. ʊʦ ʿʝ ʧʦʙʿʝʜʘ ʥʘʜ 

ʹʘʚʦʣʩʢʠʤ ʠʩʢʫʰʝˁʠʤʘ, ʠʩʮʝˀʝˁʝ ʦʜ ʜʫʰʝʚʥʠʭ ʠ ʪʝʣʝʩʥʠʭ ʙʦʣʝʩʪʠ, ʦʯʠʰ˂ʝˁʝ ʦʜ ʛʨʝʭʦʚʘ, ʦʙʨʝʪʝˁʝ ʜʫʰʝʚʥʦʛʘ 

ʤʠʨʘ. ʆʢʫʩʠʚʰʠ ʧʣʦʜʦʚʝ ʢʨʩʪʘ, ʤʠ ʨʘʜʦʩʥʦ ʩʘ ʘʧʦʩʪʦʣʦʤ ʇʘʚʣʦʤ ʤʦʞʝʤʦ ʢʣʠʮʘʪʠ ï ñʥʝ ʞʠʚʠʤ ʚʠʰʝ ʿʘ, ʥʝʛʦ 

ʍʨʠʩʪʦʩ ʫ ʤʝʥʠò! 

ʇʦʪʨʫʜʠʤʦ ʩʝ ʜʘ ʥʘʰʦʤ ʜʦʙʨʦʚʦˀʥʦʤ ʞʨʪʚʦʤ ʧʨʝʢʦ ʤʦʣʠʪʚʝ ʠ ʧʦʩʪʘ ʦʩʣʦʙʦʜʠʤʦ ʧʨʠʩʪʫʧ ʟʘ ʫʩʝˀʝˁʝ ɹʦʞʘʥʩʢʝ 

ʙʣʘʛʦʜʘʪʠ ʫ ʥʘʩ, ʙʝʟ ʢʦʿʝ ʥʝ ʤʦʞʝʤʦ ʯʠʥʠʪʠ ʥʠʢʘʢʚʘ ʜʦʙʨʘ. ʅʝʢʘ ʥʘʤ ʫ ʪʦʤʝ ʧʦʤʦʛʥʝ ʠ ʩʠʣʘ ʏʘʩʥʦʛ ʠ 

ɾʠʚʦʪʚʦʨʥʦʛʘ ʂʨʩʪʘ ɻʦʩʧʦʜˁʝʛ, ʜʘ ʞʠʚʠʤʦ ʩʚʝʪʦ, ʯʝʩʪʠʪʦ ʠ ʧʨʘʚʝʜʥʦ, ʦʥʘʢʦ ʢʘʢʦ ʪʦ ɹʦʛ ʦʯʝʢʫʿʝ ʦʜ ʥʘʩ.  

ʆ ʧʨʝʯʘʩʥʠ ʠ ʞʠʚʦʪʚʦʨʥʠ ʢʨʩʪʝ ɻʦʩʧʦʜˁʠ ʧʦʤʘʞʠ ʥʘʤ ʫʚʠʿʝʢ ʩʘ ʇʨʝʩʚʝʪʦʤ ɼʝʿʚʦʤ ɹʦʛʦʨʦʜʠʮʦʤ ʠ ʩʚʠʤʘ 

ʩʚʝʪʠʤʘ. ɸʤʠʥ 
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Stewardship Reflection 

Third Sunday of Great Lent 

Adoration of the Holy Cross 
  
We are approaching the third Sunday of Great Lent when the 

Orthodox Church commemorates the Precious and Life-Giving 

Cross of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The Divine Liturgy 

includes a special veneration of the Cross, which prepares the 

faithful for the commemoration of the Crucifixion during Holy 

Week.  

 
Let's reflect for a moment on the Crucifixion and its meaning. Jesus 

Christ died for our sins which was done because "God so loved the 

world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life" John 3:16. God's love for 

us - our opportunity for eternal life - our Salvation and the hope of 

living in God's kingdom are all because Jesus died on the Cross. As 

we venerate the Cross this Sunday, let us especially think about the 

meaning of the Cross and ask ...how much do we love God? ...how 

much do we love our Church which represents Christ? ...how much 

do we love God for all that he provides for us? Do we love him 

enough to sacrifice of our Time, Talents and Treasures? 

 

Kontakion from the third Sunday of Great Lent  
No longer does the flaming sword guard the gate of Eden, for a marvelous quenching is come upon it, even the 

Tree of the Cross. The sting has been taken from death, and the victory from Hades. And, You, my Savior, has 

appeared unto those in Hades saying: Enter again into Paradise. 
 

ʊʨʝ˂ʘ ʅʝʜʝˀʘ ɺʝʣʠʢʦʛʘ ʇʦʩʪʘ 

ʂʨʩʪʦʧʦʢʣʦʥʘ ʅʝʜʝˀʘ  

 

ʇʨʠʙʣʠʞʘʚʘʤʦ ʩʝ ʪʨʝ˂ʦ ʿʅʝʜʝˀʠ ɺʝʣʠʢʦʛ ʇʦʩʪʘ ʢʘʜʘ ʇʨʘʚʦʩʣʚʥʘ ʎʨʢʚʘ ʩʣʘʚʠ ʉʚʝʪʠ ʠ ɾʠʚʦʥʦʩʥʠ ʢʨʩʪ 

ɻʦʩʧʦʜˁʠ. ʉʚʝʪʘ ʃʠʪʫʨʛʠʿʘ ʩʘʜʨʞʠ ʧʦʩʝʙʥʦ ʩʣʘʚˀʝˁʝ ʂʨʩʪʘ , ʢʦʿʝ ʧʨʠʧʨʝʤʘ ʚʝʨʥʝ ʟʘ ʈʘʩʧʝ˂ʝ , ʢʦʛʘ ʩʝ 

ʩʝ˂ʘʤʦ ʪʦʢʦʤ ʟʘʜˀʝ ʥʝʜʝˀʝ ʇʦʩʪʘ.  

 

ʐʪʘ ʈʘʩʧʝ˂ʝ ʍʨʠʩʪʦʚʦ ʟʥʘʯʠ ʟʘ ʥʘʩ? ɻʦʩʧʦʜ ʀʩʫʩ ʍʨʠʩʪʦʩ ʿʝ ʫʤʨʦ ʟʘ ʥʘʰʝ ʛʨʝʭʝ ʿʝʨ" ɻʦʩʧʦʜ ʪʘʢʦ ʟʘʚʦʣʝ 

ʩʚʝʪ ʜʘ ʜʘʜʝ ʩʚʦʿ ɱʝʜʠʥʦʨʦʜʥʦʛ ʉʠʥʘ , ʜʘ ʢʦ ʛʦʜ ʫ ʧʦʚʝʨʫʿʝ ʫ ɳʝʛʘ ʥʝ ʫʤʨʝ ʥʝʛʘ ʜʘ ʠʤʘ ʞʠʚʦʪ ʚʝʯʥʠ" ɱʅ 

3:16. ɹʦʞʠʿʘ ɲʫʙʘʚ ʟʘ ʥʘʩ - ʰʘʥʩʘ ʟʘ ʚʝʯʥʠ ʞʠʚʦʪ - ʥʘʰʝ ʉʧʘʩʝˁʝ ʠ ʥʘʜʘ ʟʘ ʞʠʚʦʪ ʫ ɹʦʞʠʿʝʤ ʮʘʨʩʪʚʫ , ʿʝ 

ʤʦʛʫ˂ʘ ʩʘʤʦ ʟʘʪʦ ʰʪʦ ʿʝ ɻʦʩʧʦʜ ʀʩʫʩ ʫʤʨʦ ʟʘ ʥʘʩ ʥʘ ʂʨʩʪʫ. 

  

ʀ ʜʦʢ ʮʝʣʠʚʘʤʦ ʂʨʩʪ ʦʚʝ ʅʝʜʝˀʝ , ʤʦʨʘʤʦ ʜʘ ʩʝ ʟʘʧʠʪʘʤʦ ʰʪʘ ʂʨʩʪ ʟʥʘʯʠ ʟʘ ʥʘʩ ... ʠ ʢʦʣʠʢʦ ʚʦʣʠʤʦ 

ɻʦʩʧʦʜʘ? Kʦʣʠʢʦ ʚʦʣʠʤʦ ʥʘʰʫ ʎʨʢʚʫ ʢʦʿʘ ʧʨʝʩʪʘʚˀʘ ʍʨʠʩʪʘ?  ʂʦʣʠʢʦ ʚʦʣʠʤʦ ɹʦʛʘ ʢʦʿʠ ʥʘʤ ʩʚʝ ʜʘʿʝ? 

ɼʘ ʣʠ ʛʘ ʚʦʣʠʤʦ ʜʦʚʦˀʥʦ ʜʘ ʙʠ ʜʘʨʠʚʘʣʠ ʥʘʰʝ ɺʨʝʤʝ , ʪʘʣʝʥʪʝ ʠ ʥʦʚʘʮ? 

 

ʂʦʥʜʘʢ ʪʨʝ˂ʝ ʅʝʜʝˀʝ ɺʝʣʠʢʦʛʘ ʇʦʩʪʘ 

ɺʨʘʪʘ ʨʘʿʩʢʘ ʚʠʰʝ ʥʠʩʫ ʯʫʚʘʥʘ ʧʣʘʤʝʥʠʤ ʤʘʯʝʤ , ʿʝʨ ʙʠ ʫʛʘʰʝʥ ʨʦʩʦʤ ʂʨʩʥʦʛ ʜʨʚʝʪʘ. ɾʘʦʢʘ ʩʤʨʪʠ ʠ 

ʧʦʙʝʜʘ ɸʜʘ ʩʝ ʫʥʠʰʪʠ. ʀ ʪʠ , ɻʦʩʧʦʜʝ , ʢʘʜʘ ʩʠ ʩʝ ʧʦʿʘʚʠʦ ʦʥʫʤʘ ʢʦʿʠ ʩʫ ʙʠʣʠ ʫ ɸʜʫ, ʨʝʢʘʦ ʩʠ: ʋʹʠʪʝ 

ʧʦʥʦʚʦ ʫ ʈʘʿ.  
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As in the past, we are collecting funds for 

memor ial flowers to decorate Christ's 

Tomb and the church for Easter/Pascha. 

There are forms on the candle table or 

ask Georgiana Gavr ilovich or 

Slobodanka Blagojevic 
                                                                                        

ñ ɺɸʉʂʈʉɽɳɽ ʅɽ ɹʀɺɸ ɹɽɿ ʉʄʈʊʀ ʅʀʊʀ 

ɺɸʉʂʈʉ ɹɽɿ ɺɽʃʀʂʆɻ ʇɽʊʂɸò                            

(ʉʚ. ɺʣ. ʅʠʢʦʣʘʿ)  

ɸʢʦ ʩʝ ʩʘ ɻʦʩʧʦʜʦʤ ʥʝ ʧʦʧʝˁʝʤʦ ʥʘ ɻʦʣʛʦʪʫ ʦʥʜʘ ʥʝ ʤʦʞʝʤʦ ʥʘ ʧʨʘʚʠ ʥʘʯʠʥ ʥʠ ʠʩʢʫʩʠʪʠ ʨʘʜʦʩʪ 

ɺʘʩʢʨʩʝˁʘ. ʉʪʦʛʘ ɺʘʩ ʧʦʟʠʚʘʤ, ʜʨʘʛʘ ʙʨʘ˂ʦ ʠ ʩʝʩʪʨʝ, ʜʘ ʥʘʹʝʪʝ ʚʨʝʤʝʥʘ ʠ ʧʨʠʩʫʩʪʚʫʿʝʪʝ ʙʦʛʦʩʣʫʞʝˁʠʤʘ 

ʧʨʝʜʩʪʦʿʝ˂ʠʭ ʧʨʘʟʥʠʢʘ.  

ʇʦʩʝʙʥʦ ʩʫ, ʩʚʘʢʘʢʦ, ʟʥʘʯʘʿʥʠ, ʠ ʧʦ ʩʚʦʤ ʢʘʨʘʢʪʝʨʫ ʿʝʜʠʥʩʪʚʝʥʠ, ɺʝʣʠʢʠ ʇʝʪʘʢ ʠ ɺʘʩʢʨʩ.  

ñThere is no resurrection without death, nor Pascha without the  Good Fridayò (St. Nikolaj of Serbia) 

If we do not climb up the Golgotha with our Lord then we cannot fully understand and experience the joy of 

Resurrection. Therefore, I urge you, my dear brothers and sisters, to find time in your busy schedules to 

participate in the unique services of the forthcoming holydays. 

- Great Wednesday ï 06:30 pm ï Holy Sacrament of Unction ï ʉʚʝʪʘ ʊʘʿʥʘ ɱʝʣʝʦʩʚʝ˂ʝˁʘ- The 

Sacrament of Holy Unction is offered for the healing of soul and body and for forgiveness of sins. At the 

conclusion of the service of the Sacrament, the body is anointed with oil, and the grace of God, which 

heals infirmities of soul and body, is called down upon each  

- Great Thursday ï 09 am - Divine Liturgy  - On Holy Thursday, we celebrate a Vesperal Liturgy 

that is sometimes called the Liturgy of the Mystical Supper. At this time, we commemorate the Last 

Supper and enter into the eternal mystery of it, which is the Eucharist.  

- Great Thursday ï 06:30 pm - Matins with 12 Passion Gospels- ɺʝʣʠʢʦ ɹʜʝʥʠʿʝ ʩʘ ʯʠʪʘˁʝʤ 12 

ɱʝʚʘʥʹʝˀʘ ʦ ʩʪʨʘʜʘˁʫ. On the evening of Holy Thursday, we enter into Great and Holy Friday and 

encounter Christ Crucified. This is one of the most powerful services in all of the Holy week.  

- Great and Holy Friday  ï ɺʝʣʠʢʠ ʇʝʪʘʢ- On Great and Holy Friday, we revisit the Cross. We 

hear the hymns of the previous evening and find Jesus hanging on the Cross for our salvation  

- 06:30 pm - Entombment Vespers ï ʀʟʥʦʰʝˁʝ ʇʣʘʰʪʘʥʠʮʝ- During this service, we remember the 

taking down of the Lordós body from the Cross and His entombment by the Nobel Joseph immediately 

followed by the ˈService of Lamentation, this Matins for Holy Saturday shows us that our 

lamentation of Christós death will soon blossom forth into tremendous rejoicing!  

- Holy Saturday - 09:00 am ï Divine Liturgy ï  

- The Holy Pascha ï ɺɸʉʂʈʉ  

- Saturday, April 30
th

  - 11:30 pm Paschal Nocturne ï ʇʦʥʦ˂ʥʦ ɺʘʩʢʨʰˁʝ ɱʫʪʨʝˁʝ ʩʘ ʃʠʪʠʿʦʤ ʠ 

ʃʠʪʫʨʛʠʿʦʤ- Procession & Paschal Matins ~00:30 am Paschal Divine Liturgy ï 02:30 am the 

Blessing of Foods & Paschal Meal 

- Paschal Sunday ï May  1st ï 12 pm - Paschal Agape Vespers with Paschal Parish 

Luncheon -  ɺɸʉʂʈʐɳʀ ʇɸʈʆʍʀɱʉʂʀ ʈʋʏɸʂ ʀ ʇʈʆʉʃɸɺɸ  
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Dear friends, sons and daughters of our Holy Mother Church 

 

Our parishôs Building and Planning Committee has prepared a questionnaire in desire to hear your 
valuable opinions regarding the creation and realization of the vision of the future of our Parochial-
Liturgical Community. 

Your opinions are of great importance and will enable the Parochial Assembly to arrive at the best 
possible decisions about this very important question. 

Please visit the following page to participate in the questionnaire: 

English Version: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/newchurchen  

The questionnaire will be open until May 1
st

 ï PLEASE PARTICIPATE! 

 

ɼʨʘʛʠ ʧʨʠʿʘʪʝˀʠ, ʩʠʥʦʚʠ ʠ ʢ˂ʝʨʠ ʥʘʰʝ ʉʚʝʪʝ ʄʘʿʢʝ ʎʨʢʚʝ, 
 
ʇʘʨʦʭʠʿʩʢʠ ʆʜʙʦʨ ʟʘ ʧʣʘʥʠʨʘˁʝ ʠ ʠʟʛʨʘʜˁʫ ʿʝ ʧʨʠʧʨʝʤʠʦ ʘʥʢʝʪʫ ʫ ʞʝˀʠ ʜʘ ʯʫʿʝ ʚʘʰʘ ʮʝˁʝʥʘ 
ʤʠʰˀʝˁʘ ʦ ʢʨʝʠʨʘˁʫ ʠ ʨʝʘʣʠʟʘʮʠʿʠ ʚʠʟʠʿʝ ʦ ʙʫʜʫ˂ʥʦʩʪʠ ʥʘʰʝ ʇʘʨʦʭʠʿʩʢʦ-ʃʠʪʫʨʛʠʿʩʢʝ 
ɿʘʿʝʜʥʠʮʝ.     

ɺʘʰʘ ʤʠʰˀʝˁʘ ʩʫ ʦʜ ʚʝʣʠʢʦʛ ʟʥʘʯʘʿʘ ʠ ʧʦʩʣʫʞʠ˂ʝ ʇʘʨʦʭʠʿʩʢʦʿ ʉʢʫʧʰʪʠʥʠ ʫ ʜʦʥʦʰʝˁʫ 
ʥʘʿʙʦˀʝ ʤʦʛʫ˂ʝ ʦʜʣʫʢʝ ʧʦ ʦʚʦʤ ʿʘʢʦ ʟʥʘʯʘʿʥʦʤ ʧʠʪʘˁʫ. 

ɿʘ ʫʯʝʰ˂ʝ ʫ ʘʥʢʝʪʠ ʧʦʩʝʪʠʪʝ ʩʣʝʜʝ˂ʫ ʠʥʪʝʨʥʝʪ ʩʪʨʘʥʠʮʫ: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/newchurchsr 

ɸʅʂɽʊɸ ɴɽ ɹʀʊʀ ʆʊɺʆʈɽʅɸ ɼʆ 1. ʄɸɱɸ ï ʄʆʃʀʄʆ ɺɸʉ ɼɸ ʋɿʄɽʊɽ ʋʏɽʐɴɸ! 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/newchurchen
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/newchurchsr
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Please fill out the 2016 
Stewardship Pledge Form 
we have sent you and 
please consider ways that 
you and your family could 
help our community grow by 
becoming active stewards of 
our parish. 

 

ʄʦʣʠʤʦ ɺʘʩ ʜʘ ʠʩʧʫʥʠʪʝ 
ɿʘʚʝʪʥʝ ɼʦʥʘʪʦʨʩʢʝ 
ʂʘʨʪʠʮʝ ʢʦʿʝ ʩʤʦ ʚʘʤ 
ʜʦʩʪʘʚʠʣʠ ʠ ʜʘ ʥʘʤ ʠʭ 
ʚʨʘʪʠʪʝ ʜʘ ʙʠ ʟʥʘʣʠ ʜʘ 
ʧʦʜʨʞʘʚʘʪʝ ʥʘʰʝ ʥʘʧʦʨʝ ʠ 
ʩʪʨʝʤˀʝˁʘ.  

ʇʦʨʝʜ ʥʦʚʯʘʥʠʭ ʧʨʠʣʦʛʘ 
ʧʦʩʪʦʿʝ ʨʘʟʣʠʯʠʪʠ 
ʥʘʯʠʥʠ ʥʘ ʢʦʿʝ ʥʘʤ ʚʠ ʠ 
ʚʘʰʝ ʧʦʨʦʜʠʮʝ ʤʦʞʝʪʝ 
ʧʦʤʦ˂ʠ, ʩʪʦʛʘ ʥʘʤ ʩʘʤʘ 
ʩʫʤʘ ʥʘ ʢʘʨʪʠʮʘʤʘ ʥʠʿʝ 
ʪʦʣʠʢʦ ʙʠʪʥʘ ʢʦʣʠʢʦ 
ʩʠʛʫʨʥʦʩʪ ʜʘ ʩʪʝ ʩʘ 
ʥʘʤʘ, ʩʘ ʥʘʰʦʤ ʄʘʿʢʦʤ 
ʎʨʢʚʦʤ, ʢʦʿʘ ʥʘʩ ʚʦʜʠ ʫ 
ɾʠʚʦʪ ɺʝʯʥʠ. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

ɼʈɸɻɸ ɹʈɸɴʆ ʀ ʉɽʉʊʈɽ, ʅɸʃɸɿʀʄʆ ʉɽ ʋ ʉɽɿʆʅʀ ʂɸɼɸ 

ʉɽ, ʇʆ ɺɽʂʆɺʅʆɱ ʊʈɸɼʀʎʀɱʀ, ʉɺɽʊʀ ɺʆɼʀʎɸ ʀ 

ʆʉɺɽʐʊɸɺɸɱʋ ɼʆʄʆɺʀ. ʄʆʃʀʄ ɺɸʉ ɼɸ ʄʀ ʉɽ ɱɸɺʀʊɽ, 

ʅɸ ɼʆʃɽ ʅɸɺɽɼɽʅɽ ʂʆʅʊɸʂʊ ɸɼʈɽʉɽ, ɼɸ ɹʀʉʄʆ 

ʇʃɸʅʀʈɸʃʀ ʆɺɸɱ ʉɺɽʏɸʅʀ ʀ ɱɸʂʆ ɿʅɸʏɸɱʅʀ ʏʀʅ ʀ 

ʆɹʈɽɼ ɿɸ ɹʃɸɻʆʉʊɸɳɽ ɺɸʐɽɻ ɼʆʄɸ. 

 

Blessing of Homes with Holy Water 
The sanctification of the home takes place with prayer and the sprinkling 

of holy water. The priest, at this annual visit, asks God to have mercy on 

the house, to rid it of every evil and to fill if with every blessing. Everyone 

of the house, prays together for the living  family members. They all sing the hymn of salvation and process from room to 

room while the priest blesses the house. 

To schedule a blessing of your home with the holy water, please contact Fr. Predrag 

directly at p_bojovic@hotmail.com or cell phone 224-388-2605. Thank you! 

 

mailto:p_bojovic@hotmail.com

