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Contemplation onthe Third Sunday of the
Great Lent - Adoration of the Holy Cross

We all know, of course, that the lfgving
cross is our main holy object, our main spiritus
treasure. And the Church glorifies this holy obje
in a special manner. During the course of the e
year, on Wednesdays and FridaysChurch hymns
and practically on every Sunday, the Cross
glorified. Itis brought out gloriously FOURmMes
during the year for veneration: in the summer,
the first of August [old style], we commemorate t
procession of the Cross in Constantinops, the | ,
14/27th of Septemberwe commemorate the maifgs = =~
feast, the tumphant elevation of the Crossaje
commemorate the Crosgsoa day before the Grea
Feast of Theophany wheve celebrate the Baptis
of the Lord, also called Epiphany, words whif
mean the Appearance of God, and this Feast is
called the EnlightenmenfAnd, finally, we glorify
The Life Giving Crossin the middle of the Grea
Lent, on the Third Sunday of the Great LenRo
you see the irony?

€y ‘ﬁlc
B,ﬁ: ansuf- E

These are feastthat celebrdae the Precious

Cross. We wear crosses. We put them in our houses. We adorn our temples with them (inside and out; on

doorsand the very top of our cupolas). We trace its image over our bodies throughout the day. Have y
realized how that looksRn instrument of torture and humiliation, perfected by pagans, has become the s
our faith. A degrading and wicked instreant of death is, according to the Hymns of Churg
thehunconquerable trophy of the true faith, door
the Churcho (Vespers stichera).

This is something that should wake us from our slumber. Thisomething so jolting but so
fundamentally trué that it should force us to see things not through the eyes of the fallen world, but th
the eyes of Atrue seeingo. Chri st brought sigh
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of the Cross, He will bring spiritual sight, true sight, to all of us (and in seeing, we will follow Him through the

Cross, to Paradise).

The Cross is anathema to the wdrld does not understand the Passion. It does not understand sacfifice
It only understands and seeks the comfort and pleasure of today and the foreseeable future. The world ¢

through the fallen eyes of Adam. Adam hoped to find pleasure in the beautiful fruit of the Tree, but foun

d on

bitterness (a beautiful tree brought Him onlittdysness). The truseeing man seeks true pleasure today and
forever, and finds it in the Cross (a horrific Cross brings him everlasting joy). The promises of worldly pleasu

are empty, but the promise of the Cross is already being fulfilled.

Yes, theras great irony in the Cross, but it is only because the Truth is so out of synch with the mil
of lies that we have told in our falleness. It is the one piece of Order and Truth in a world of chaos.

- In the chaos of infantry battles, the king wopldnt his banner so that his scattered troops would rally

around him. It was a single point of stability in the chaos of battle. Rallying to it and around it was
only hope of survival for the individual soldier and for the force at large. The Cnolssied in this
world so that we might rally to it. We are not meant to struggle alone, but together (wodetier,

enni

the

not individual bravey or skill is the key to military success). And not just around any cause, but around

t he True Ki rPedosis abhda iignving Crosst h e
- The taste of Fruit of the Tree was sweet, brought illness; the taste of the Cross is bitter, but brings
healing to all. While this is jarring, it accords with our experience. Medicine is bitter (or it used to b
shots hur. Treatment can be long and excruciating. More so because it does not always work.

But know this: the medical treatment of the Cross can be difficulitdbsiiccess is sure. The Cross brings
healing to all. Through the Cross, Christ took on the sins of the Wwdhicbugh His Cross, we are healed of all

our diseases and infirmities and made worthy to grow in unity with Him and one another. He is the
Physician, and the love of the Cross is the medicine of salvation.

Do not be ashamed of Our Lord. Do not be ashamed of His Cross. Deny yourself. Pick up your cross

and follow Him. Follow Him to eternal health and everlasting joy. This is the way of Christ. Tk is the
way to victory.
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1 [tusr JudAoiKPTSVATIONAL QUOTESFROM THE CHURCH FATHERS

1 A fish that is alive swims against the flow
of water.
| One that is dead floats down with the water.

| A true Christian goes against the current
of sinful age.
| A false one is swept away by its swiftness.

~ St. Philaret of Moscow

Accustom your tongue g 1Y .
to saying, g " R
i Sy BUT ONLY AN INSTANT.
and humility will come to you. | B o
~ Abbah Isaiah 2 ~ ST, AMBROSE OF OPTINA

AOUR RELIGION IS FOUNDED ON SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE,
SEEN AND HEARD AS SURE-AS-ANY-PHYSICAL FACT IN‘THIS WORLD:
NOT THEORY, NOT PHILOSOPHY, NOT HUMAN EMOTIONS,

justify thel p 7
and condemn only yourself as the worst sinner.

This is step one in any kind of spiritual life.”
= S SemphMMm
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MOTATL JIaTH -

ISTHE ONLY THING e ; ® ‘.; g Tarpujapx [Tasae
THATNO DEVIL | |
CAN lMITATE. TMo3BaHy CMO A3 YMHUM n'o cBoMe

: 3Bakby, OHOMNUKO KOI,M : M je Bor gao,

- St JOhn Chmacus HU Make, HA BULLE. OHO WTO MU He
yCNeMmo fia y4MHUMO, TO qcraje 2 Y4MHU

I'ocnon ¥ HafoNYyHM Hallle HefoCTaTKe.

(BnaxeHonoumBLM navpu]apx MNasne)
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Stewardship Reflectio
Third Sunday of Great Lent
Adoration of the Holy Cross

We are approachinipe third Sunday of Great Lenthenthe
Orthodox Church commemorates the Precious andGiveng
Cross of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The Divine Liturgy S8
includes a special veneration of the Cross, which prepares the i
faithful for the commemation of the Crucifixion during Holy
Week.

Let's reflect for a moment on the Crucifixion and its meaniagus |
Christ died for our sins which was done because "God so loved |
world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes %
him shall ot perish but have eternal life" John 3:Gad's love for gl
us- our opportunity for eternal lifeour Salvation and the hope ofg}
living in God's kingdom are all because Jesus died on the Cros
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we venerate the Cross this Sunday, let us especially abiot the |} a7 TUL SO CF TIFOCRVISHE 200 RO
meaning of the Cross and ask ...how much do we love God? .. = I |} 4 ' '__'_",'*
much do we love our Church which represents Christ? ...how 5L AALCS ANAGACHH AVZATOMGIL

do we love God for all that he provides for B we love him
enough to sacrifice of our Time, Talents and Treasures?

Kontakion from the third Sunday of Great Lent

No longer does the flaming sword guard the gate of Eden, for a marvelous quenching is come upon it, e
Tree of the Cross. The sting has been taken from death, and the victory from Hades. And, YaipmlyaSa
appeared untthose in Hades saying: Enter again into Paradise
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As in the past,we are colleding fundsfor
i memorial flowers todecorate Christ's

i Tomb and the church for Easter/Pascha.
There aeforms onthe candle table or
ask Geor giana Gavrilovich or
Slobodanka Blagojevic

A Jowsterne 10 JRIG 1)
Idwste 10 JrJrRs{L Vrus
(o ldz. 1 dSsdzO’ )
ts i ffjSjds dO | tkitlskz tdHO
0 s5Ldo OB, HE©EOEO BttO<t d Mmj Mt
tG qds o
Il smMiBdes Mz, Mo OCOCE, LdOYO dzd, d B Moatsdz C OO

AThere is no r es urnoréasthawitioutthe &bd @ d t F rfSe dlikojajoof Serbia)

o«

Is d

If we do not climb up the Golgotha with our Lord then we cannot fully understand and experience the joy| of

Resurrection. Therefore, | urge you, my dear brothers and sisters, to find time in your busy schedules to
paticipate in the unique services of the forthcoming holydays.

- Great Wednesday 06:30 pmi Holy Sacrament of Unctioni 4 ® j ISO © O dzO nThelzj tsf

Sacrament of Holy Unction is offered for the healing of soul and body and for forgiveness of sins.
conclusion of the service of the Sacrament, the body is anointed with oil, and the grace of God, w
heals infirmities of soul and body, is called down upon each

- Great Thursday i 09 am- Divine Liturgy - On Holy Thursday, we celebrate a Vesperal Liturgy
that is sometimes t#ad the Liturgy of the Mystical Supper. At this time, we commemorate the Last
Supper and enter into the eternal mystery of it, which is the Eucharist.

- Great Thursday i 06:30 pm- Matins with 12 Passion Gospelsl j dzd S ts 1 H j dzad * j
mJ o Odz j ° O ©Onfthis é&veing @ 'Haly Thursday, we enter into Great and Holy Friday and
encounter Christ Crucified. This is one of the most powerful services in all of the Holy week.

- Great and Holy Friday 1 1 j dzd € d -Drj GseaCand Holy Friday, we revisit the Cross. We
hear the hymns ohe previous evening and find Jesus hanging on the Cross for our salvation

- 06:30 pm- Entombment Vespersi R L dzts" j ¢ | 1 dz@Duds@thixisgniice, we remember the
taking down of the Lorddés body from the tély o
f ol | o we dServige oftLdmentation this Matins for Holy Saturday shows us that our
| amentation of Christos death will soon bl o

- Holy Saturday - 09:00 ami Divine Liturgy i

- TheHolyPaschai ]l ¢ 4 s ¢

- Saturday, April 30" - 11:30 pm Paschal Nocturné 1 sdzts< dzts | OfSteh ¢ j mizlst
| dIs kz tc & frocssdion & Paschal Matins ~00:30 am Paschal Divine Liturgy02:30 am the
Blessing of Foods & Paschal Meal

- Paschal Sundayl May 1sti 12 pm- Paschal Agape Vesers with Paschal Parish
Luncheon- ]l ¢est znrR 1 o0t I MRMEsSR tuLvYyds R ITi e[l ol o
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Dear friends, sons and daughters of our Holy Mother Church

Ourp a r i Building and Planning Committee has prepared a questionnaire in desire to hear your
valuable opinions regarding the creation and realization of the vision of the future of our Parochial-
Liturgical Community.

Your opinions are of great importance and will enable the Parochial Assembly to arrive at the best
possible decisions about this very important question.

Please visit the following page to participate in the questionnaire:

English Version: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/newchurchen

The questionnaire will be open until May 1°'i PLEASE PARTICIPATE!
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/newchurchen
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of the house, prays together tbe living family membersThey all sing the hymn of salvation and process from room
room while the priest blesses the house.

To schedulea blessing of your home with the holy water, please contaEt. Predrag
directly at p_bojovic@hotmail.comor cell phone 224388-2605. Thank you!

Please fill out the 2016
Stewardship Pledge Form
we have sent you and
please consider ways that
you and your family could
help our community grow by
becoming active stewards of
our parish.
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Blessing of Homes with Holy Water

The sanctification of the home takes plagthwrayer and the sprinkling
of holy water. The priest, at this annual visit, asks God to have mercy (
the house, to rid it of every evil and to fill if with every blessing. Everyo
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