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IHPEJICTOJEBRA IIOCETA BJIAZINKE MAKCUMA CUJET/IY

Forthcoming visit of His Grace Bishop Dr. Maxim

ITOBBAMO BAC CBE IAY CYBOTY 12 MAPTA Y 17:45 , KAO 1Y HEJIE/BY, 13. MAPTA'Y
09:45, JOYEKAMO HAIIIET OLIA 11 BJIAIUKY MAKCHUMA HCITPE/l HAIIIE ITPKBE.

ITIOCJIE BEUEPIHE C/NIYZKBE Y CYBOTY YCJIEAJUWRE BEUEPA U ITPOI'PAM Y TOKY KOJET
"REMO MMATU ITPWINKY JJA PASTOBAPAMO CA HAIIINM BJIAZIMKOM U TA YYJEMO
IBEI'OBO MUIIIVBEIHE HA PASHE TEME WU 11O ITUTAILY MHOI'IX ITPOBJIEMA CA
KOJHMA CE ITPABOC/IABHA ITPKBA CYOYABA.

LET US ALL GREET OUR FATHER AND BISHOP MAXIM IN FRONT OF OUR CHURCH AT
05:45 PM ON SATURDAY MARCH 12™ AND AT 09:45 AM ON SUNDAY, MARCH 13,

AFTER THE DIVINE ARCHIERARCHICAL LITURGY, DURING THE LUNCH, AS WELL AS ON
SATURDAY AFTER THE VESPER SERVICE, WE WILL HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO TALK TO
OUR BISHOP AND TO HEAR HIS PERSPECTIVE
ON CERTAIN TOPICS AND CONTEMPORARY
CHALENGES ORTHODOXY IS FACING TODAY.

His Grace Bishop Maxim (Vasiljevic) of Hum was elected
for the Western Diocese at the regular assembly of the
Hierarchs of the Serbian Orthodox Church in 2006. Bishop
Maxim is docent of Divinity School at the Theological
Faculty of the University of Belgrade, and was teaching
Christian Anthropology and Sociology at the Theological
Faculty of the University of East Sarajevo and Patrology at
the St. Sava School of Theology in Libertyville, Illinois.

Bishop Maxim graduated at the Theological Faculty of the
Serbian Orthodox Church in 1993. In 1998 he completed
his Masters of Theology at the University of Athens in 1996,
and then three years later, in 1999, at the same university,
"Nl he defended his doctorate in the field of Dogmatics and
"" Patristics. He worked for one year on his post-doctorate in
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Paris and the Sorbonne in 2003-04, in the field of Byzantine History and Theology. During this time, he also
delved in the theory and practical application of painting, under the guidance of A. Pinkas at the French
Academy of Fine Arts in Paris. He speaks Greek, French, Russian and English.

“See that ye all follow the bishop, even as Jesus Christ does the Father, and the presbytery as ye would the
apostles; and reverence the deacons, as being the institution of God. Let no man do anything connected with
the Church without the bishop. [...] Wherever the bishop shall appear, there let the multitude [of the
people] also be; even as, wherever Jesus Christ is, there is the Universal Church. [...] Whatsoever [the
bishop] shall approve of, that is also pleasing to God, so that everything that is done may be secure and valid.”
(St. Ignatius: Letter to the Smyrnaeans; Ch 8).

SCHEDULLE OF HIS GRACE’S VISIT- PACMNMOPEL NOCETE BNAOAUKE MAKCUMA

SATURDAY MARCH 12"

- 10:00 am - DIVINE ARCHIERARCHICAL LITURGY AT THE “POKROV CHURCH?” Address: 833 S
Thistle St, Seattle, WA 98108
- 06:00 pm — VESPER SERVICE AT SAINT SAVA CHURCH, PROGRAM, DINNER, LECTURE

SUNDAY MARCH 13™

- 09:45 am - DIVINE ARCHIERARCHICAL LITURGY AT SAINT SAVA CHURCH, LUNCH,
PROGRAM. FELLOWSHIP

Ba,aym}mue — MOJINTBEHO cehame Ha HOKOjHe CPOAHHKE (cyboTa 05. MapT y 17:00)

3adywHuye cy dax noceehen moaumeama 3a noxoj
Jywa Hawux npemuHy.aux cpooruxa. Y Ilpxeu ce
Y6ujex MoAUMO Kaxo 3a Hcuee mako u 3a oHe Koju cy
ce ynokojuau, koju cy y bozy scuesu, jep I'ocnood Hcyc
Xpucmoc je boz »cusux, ceu cy y HFbemy xncueu u oHu
KOju cy y o8om ceujemy u oHu koju cy eeh y Hapywy
Boosrcujem.

Y TOKy roauHe BUIIIE ITyTa CBEHAPOAHO 00aBJbaMO 33/TyIITHUIIE,
a cBaKe cy00Te, ITOpeJ] OCTAJINX CIIYKOH, CITYKU ce U CIy»K0a 3a
YIOKOjeHe. Ayl Huje camo cyOoTa 1aH mocBeheH MosiuTBaMa 3a
MIOKOjHE, jep ce y LIpKBU yBHjeK MOJIIMO KaKO 32 KUBE, TAaKO U
3a ynokojeHe. To je MOTIyHO y carylacHOCTH ca HAIllOM BjepOM U
ca JeBauhespem, jep I'ociog Ham Micye Xpucrtoc je pasamer Ha
Benukwm nerak, a Ha Bestuky cy0oTy je mounBao y rpo0y, 1 Ta cyOOTa je OCHOBA CBaKe cyOoTe. Y JlaH HefjeJbHU
T'ocrioz je Backpcao 1 oJTHHO T06je/ry Hajy cMphy, JapOBaBIIIK CBUMa HaMa HOBH »KUBOT, HOBY 3aj€THUILY, HOBO
3ajemHUIITBO ca borom u jequux ca apyruma. [IpaBociaBHu xpunthanu, ako ¢y y IPUINIU, CBake cyboTe Tpeba
Z1a 1ohy y pkBy, 3anasie cBHjehy U y MOJIUTBaMa Ce CjeTe CBOjUX IIOKOJHUX CPOAHUKA.

BeomMma je Ba:kKHO J1a ce 3ajeagHO nmoMosiuMo bory 3a c¢Be, 1a 0CBeIITAMO KUTO y CIIOMEH Ha OHe

KOJU Cy IPEMUHYJIH y 0JIarO4e€CTUBOj BjepH MPAaBOCJIABHOj. BaXXHO je 32 OHE KOjU Cy OTHIIUIH O] HaC.

FbuMa cy moTpebOHe Hallle MOJIUTBE, a TaKol)e, BUXOBE MOJIUTBE Ccy oTpebHe Hama. Tpeba /1a 3HaMo /ia ce U

oHH MoJie npef iuneM boxkujum. OHu cy no6mnu ciobosy a ce moste I'ocriozy, a Mu ce Hajilamo fia he 3a cBe

OHE KOjU Cy KPIIITeHH, KOjU Cy ca BjepoM >KHBjeJIn, KOjU Cy JKuBjesin y crpaxy boxkujem, ['ociog Hahu Mjecra y
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[MapcTBy HeGeckoM. Fbux Hehe 6uTn Mmau 6poj, Beh MHOTO BuIlle 071 OHUX 365 UMEHA KOje UNTaMO 33 CBAaKU
JlaH y KaJeHaapy, aJIi HaM CBe TO jOIII HUje OTKPHUBEHO.

I'nepano u3 60kaHCKe MEePCIEKTHUBE, OHU KOjU cy Y Hapy4jy bokujem nMmajy nmpasu KUBOT, a TO CY CBETUTEIHHI
Boxwuju, n mpema \wHUMa MU CMO Y CMPTH, & OHH ¢y Y KUBOTY. O] OHUX KOjU Cy OTHIILI U3 OBOT CBHUjeTa y HOBU
CBHjeT MU He 3HaMO KOJIMKO HX je CBETHUX, jep je 'ocmo caMo ITojeInHe IIPOjaBHO KA0 CBETUTEJBE JOIII OBJIje Y
HCTOpHjH, ayH, y [lapcTBy HeGeckoM he GUTH MHOTO BHUIIE OHHUX KOjU he ce moKa3aTu Kao CBETH, ITPaBEeTHU U
KOjH Cy 33/I00MJTH *KUBOT BjeUHH, 387100t Os1u3uHy boxujy.

MuTpoBaHCKe 33 IyIIHHUIIE TIOCIHje OBUX MPOoJbehHIX, 33 IyIIIHUIIA TTpe BackpIbu moct, uMajy Hajsehu
3Hauaj. Koz Hac ce u Ha BujoBaH Bpiile moceOHU ITOMEHH 3a HAllle ITPeTKe, Ka0 U Ha MUXOJbCKE 3a/IyIITHUIIE, U
TO je HEIIITO IIITO TIOCTOjU CAMO KO/ CPIICKOT Hapoaa. MUTpOBJaHCKe U IpoJbehHe 33 yIITHULIE Cy CBEOIIIITE, a
He Tpeba, CBaKaKo, /1a 3a00paBUMO HHU OHE KOje Ce Y CBUM I[pKBaMa BpIIe y cyooTy youn TpojuunHiana. To je
yCTPOjCTBO KOje Baku 3a cBe IlpkBe [IpaBoc/iaBHe, ai 3HaMO, /ia CBaka rmoMjecHa [[pkBa uMa U HEIITO CBOje
mTo Huje ob6aBesyjyhe 3a ocrase llpkBe, HEro YMHH jeJTHO OOTAaTCTBO Y TUM pasInduToCTHMAa. TO Cy pasyinke
KOje JIOTIPUHOCE jeTUHCTBY, a He pas/iBajajy, HEro HaM je Jiparo Kaj Ko APYTHX - Halre Opahe mpaBociaBHUX
xpuirrhaHa ca KojuMa CMO y jeIMHCTBY Bjepe, Jby0aBU U €BXapUCTH]CKOT 3ajeTHUIITBA - BUUMO HEIIITO
1moceOHO, Kao IIITO MHOTE 33/IUBJbyje Hallla KpCHA CJIaBa.

Praying for our Departed Loved Ones (Memorial service, Saturday, March 5t , 05:00 pm)

At no matter what age of life we die, we always see death as a distortion of our existence. Death portrays a
horrible tragedy because it is the fruit of evil in the world. We were not created to die. When Almighty God
created the first man and woman in his own image and likeness, he meant for all humanity to live for eternity
with Him. Since God has no end, He desired for His beloved creation to dwell in His infinite love forever. This
is why, deep within each of us, we all sense an innate desire for life!

From this perspective, death is fearful, and something we despise. And yet, although we can see death as the
greatest evil, St. Paul counsels us “not to mourn as those who do not have hope.” He advises us to never despair
over the dead, because “if we believe that Jesus died and
rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who
sleep in Jesus.” (1 Thess 4:14)

Here is the essence of our Christian faith and the Good
News we proclaim week after week. “Christ is Risen from
the dead, trampling down death by His own death,
and granting life to those in the tombs!”

At this time, I would like to address the topic of death
because I want to relate it to the Memorial Services we are
going to have on this coming Saturday. We all have loved
ones who have passed away, and as a Church we never
forget them. At each Divine Liturgy, I remember all the
faithful who have died and passed on. On their
anniversaries, like the 40 day memorial, we remember the
departed, and pray for them.

Why? What is the purpose of our memorial
service and why do we pray for the dead? To
answer this question, we first need to understand clearly
how we, as Orthodox Christians, view death itself. Although death is the culmination of evil in our world, for
Christians our faith in Jesus Christ transforms death. For one who is united to our Lord here on earth, death is
no longer a fearful and tragic conclusion of one’s life. It is but an entranceway into a new beginning!
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As Christians, we can face death with hope, knowing that our loving, all merciful and
compassionate Lord awaits us! Divine love is greater than death. St. Paul even dares to say,
“Death has been swallowed up in victory!” The victory of divine love.

Well, this same love is central to understanding the role of the Memorial Service in the Orthodox Church. We
remember and pray for the dead because of God’s divine love for us, and our sacred love for
one another. As the famous French writer and Catholic reformer Leon Bloy once wrote, “To say to a person ‘I
love you’ is tantamount to saying ‘you shall never die.”

We express our love to our departed ones through our prayers to reaffirm that those who have died are not
dead to us, nor to God. Our love for one another continues even after death. Metropolitan Anthony Bloom so
beautifully explains, “A person bereaved must learn never to speak of the love relationship that existed before
in the past tense. One should never say ‘We loved one another.” We should always say ‘We love each other.” If
we allow our love to become a thing of the past, we have to recognize that we do not believe in the continuing
life of the person that died.”

St. Paul teaches, “Love never ends.” The Church understands well this precept, and therefore, continues to pray
for the dead always. Since love never ends, our prayers never end; our communion with the departed never
end; our union with them through Christ never ends.

Our prayers for the dead reveal in a most beautiful way our understanding of the Church as the Body of Christ
both here on earth and in heaven. We are one Church, which includes those struggling here on earth, together
with those who now live in fuller union with God in paradise. Just as we pray for one another here on earth, we
also pray for those who have departed.

So we hold Memorial Services and pray for the dead because we love!

Now, I know some people will say, “OK, I understand we pray for the dead because our love for them never
ends, but do our prayers actually help those who have died?” Sincere prayer unites us to God, and when we
pray for others, we believe our prayers can help others in their own union towards their Creator.

Fr. Thomas Fitzgerald, a professor at Holy Cross Theological School, writes, “Death alters but does not destroy
the bond of love and faith which exists among all the members of the Church. Orthodoxy believes that through
our prayers, those "who have fallen asleep in the faith and the hope of the Resurrection”
continue to have opportunity to grow closer to God. Therefore, the Church prays constantly for her
members who have died in Christ. We place our trust in the love of God and the power of mutual love and
forgiveness. We pray that God will forgive the sins of the faithful departed, and that He will receive them into
the company of Saints in the heavenly Kingdom.”

Of course, some who have died have not lived a righteous life of faith and love in Christ Jesus. Even for such as
these, we still pray with hope. We know that God’s unfathomable mercy and love is immeasurably greater than
any sin or shortcoming of a person, no matter how evil. Therefore, by turning to this ocean of love in
prayer, we believe as Orthodox Christians that our prayers in some way, and this way may be
a part of the mystery of God, our prayers bring in some way comfort and benefit to the person
we pray for!

Love compels us to pray for one another, with hope and with faith. And death can never stop this!

As a symbol of this hope we have for the dead, it is traditional for the family to bring a bowl of
boiled wheat to the Church for the Memorial Service. This wheat, known as kollyva in Greek,
reminds us of the words of our Lord Jesus Christ spoke, “Unless the grain of wheat falls into
the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much fruit.” (Jn 12:24)

Death is not the end, and our Memorial Service concretely proclaims this fact!
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XpuinmhaHCKH IIOCT

JKuBOT cBaKoOT IpaBoCIaBHOT XpuihaHuHa Tpeba /1a Oy/ie Mo/IBUKHUUKH. be3 Halller [yXOBHOT U TEJIECHOT TPy,
notnomoraytor boxxjom 61aromahy, Hemoryhe ce ocio6o1uTy crite rpexa U cjequHUTH ca ['ociogom. 3aTo mocT y
[IPaBOC/IABHO]j AYXOBHOCTH 3ay3MMa BeOMa BayKHO MECTO U Oe3 Iera HemMa HallpeTKa HU V jeIHOj XPHUIIThaHCKOj BpJIUHU. Y
JIaBHOJj ITPOIILJIOCTH, IT0jaM IMOCTa 00yXBaTao je MOTIIYHO y3/IpKaBambe 0/ OMJI0 KaKBe XpaHe, /ia OU KacHUje MTOIIPUMHUO0
CMHCA0 y3/Ip;KaBarba 07 je/IHe BPCTe XpaHe Koja ce Ha3uBa ,MPCHOM", Tj. OHOM KoOja y ceOu caip:Ku MacHohe
JKUBOTHIHCKOT TIOPEKJIA, aJId, y OZipel)eHuM IeproinMa 1 ofi XpaHe Koja je cipeMaHa Ha 6u/bHUM MacHohama. Tako y
YHCTO IIOCHY XpaHy craziajy: xiueb, nosphe, Bohe u pazuu apyru mwiooBu. [locebHy BpCTy mocTa mpe/icTaBsba
~CyXojeneme", Koje mo/ipa3yMeBa yroTpeby caMo HEKyBaHe, JaKJie CyBe ITIOCHE XPaHe.

Ha moct Hana3uMo y MHOTHM peJIUTHjaMa, Majia OH jeJIMHO y ITPAaBOCIaBHOM XpHIITNaHCKOM Ipeay 106uja CBOj IyHU
JIYXOBHHU CMUCA0 U He OTHOCH Ce caMO Ha TeJIECHO Y3/IprKame Beh moapasyMeBa U TPyA Ayliie y BpauHaMa. [Tocr je
[I0CTOjao U y cTapo3aBeTHO] LIpKBY U HUMe ce u3pazkaBaio obpaherme yoBeka bory, (beroBa CKpPYIIIEHOCT U [TOKajarbe.
ITocTrom ce yoBek cMupaBa mpef cBojuM TBopueM. TesrecHU TPy MOCTa AYXOBHO MPUIIPEMA AYIITY Aa MOJUTBOM 3aTPaKU
riomoh o1 Bora. Borkja 3amoBect o mmocty /1ata je jour mpaoiy Azamy y pajy. Tek kazia je mpeKpIro 3amoBecT IocTa, AlamMm
jemnaoy C)IaCTOJI)y6JLe u ropoct. CTora je 3aIoBecT O MOCTY CAaCTaBHHU JIeo0 3aKOHA Koju je ['ocmmoy mpeko POpoKa Mojcuja
mpenao jeBpejckoM Hapoy. ITocTuiio ce y cBakoj HEBOJBH U TY3H, IPU PATHO] OMIACHOCTH U CTpajiamy, yBeK Kazia Je
Tpebano uzmosiutu BoxKjy Musoct. JoI Hac ApeBHU MPOPOIH yue fa je Bory yrozan camo oHaj TesieCHH IOCT KOjH je
npaheH y3/p:KaBameM 0/1 CBAKOT 3JI0T JieJia, peur U Mucyu. MHoro je npuMepa 6oroyrogsor nocta u' y Hopom 3asery.
Cam TI'ocrioz Micyc XpucToc MOCTH 40 JlaHa U HohM Mpe moyeTKa cBoje mpomoBeau o aosacky llapersa Hebeckora. 'ocmos
Hac y4H /ia IOCTUMO TajHo, 6e3 JInIeMepja, 3a PasanukKy oj] hapuceja KOju cy CBOjUM jaBHUM IIOCTOM KEJIEIN J]a CTEKHY

JBYJICKY CJIaBy.

Cmucao nocma

OCHOBHH Wb [TOCTA jecTe OUHUIIINEhe AyIlie U Tesla O TEJIECHUX U

QYU BT JIyLIIEBHUX CTPACTH, Ka0 U IIPOCJaBbene bora 1 lheroBux CBeTHX.
BACH DD [IpaBu nocr, 1akJie, Ma JIBe CTPaHe, TEJIECHY U JYXOBHY U CACTOJH ce
S L . KaKO y y3psKamby 0/ MPCHE XpaHe TaKO U y y3[prKaBamy 0/ pjaBux
TOCT MUCJIY, JKeJba U JIeJ1a, YMHOXKaBakhy MOJIUTAaBa, TOOPOUHHCTaBA U

BpIIIEIY CBUX eBaHlesickux BpynHa. CTora cBeTH Bacuiiuje onoMurbe:
»KOpHCT 071 TOCTa He OTPaHIYAaBaj cCaMO Ha Y3/IPKaBarbe Off jesa, 3aTO
IIITO je UCTUHCKH TI0CT yasbaBarbe o1 3/1uX Aesa." Iloct oby3aaBa
UDABE3IHONIDOYHTAITE ciacTosbybsbe U cToMakoyralame. MeljyTum, oH ncTOBpeMeHO
ocsiobalja yoBeka 01 TUpaHUje AYIIEBHUX CTPACTU U PHaBUX IOMHUCIIH.
HbuMe ce urcT YOBEKOB YM U y3BoaU Ka Hebecuma. Hemoryha je
yrcra 1 cabpaHa MOJIUTBA U CTULIAhe OUJI0 KOje XpUIThaHCKe BPJIMHE
0e3 ZyIIIEeBHOT U TeJIECHOT IocTa. Mnak, HajBayKHUJH IIUJb IIOCTA jJECTE J]a V3 HETOBY IMIOMON CTEKHEMO 3ajeTHUILY Ca }KHUBUM
Borowm. Be3 nyineBHe 4HCTOTE KOja ce u3Mel)y OCTaIOT IOCTUKE U PEOBHUM IIOCTOM He MOKEHO J1a ce IpUOImkumMo bory
U 33/1001jeMOo UYHCTy MOJIUTBY, T€ TAKO IIOCTAaHEMO 3ajeqHuuapu boxkje 6aromgaTu.

EBo kako Hac cB. JoBaH 3J1aTOYCTH YUH IIITA je UCTUHCKH ITOCT: ,, KasKell /1a MOCTUIIL. YBEPH Me y TO CBOjUM JieJiuMa. A Koja
Cy TO Jiesia? AKO BUIMIII CHPOMaxa, YA My MIJIOCTHIRY. AKO ce Haljelll ca HellpujaTesbeM CBOjUM, U3MUPH Ce Ca HUM.
Buuin st Ha yyIUITM HEKO JIETIO JINIE, OZBPATH CBOj IIOTJIE] O] ihera. Jlakiie, He caMo Jja TIOCTHUII CTOMaKoM, Beh i ounma
U CJIyXOM, ¥ pyKaMa ¥ HoraMa U CBUM yZ0BHMa Tesa. Pyke Heka IocTe y3/p2kaBajyhu ce o7 cBake rpaM3UBOCTH U Kpalje.
Hore Heka mocre Tako 1mTo Hehu XoauTH myteBuMa rpexa. Ouu Heka IoCTe TaKo IITO CTPAcHO Hehe mocMaTpartu jena
JIVIIA HUTH Y 3aBUCTH IJIEIATH HA 100pa ApyTUX JbyAu. Kaxkemn f1a He jezierr Meco. AH, UyBaj ce 1a He TYTAll IIOXOT/BUBO
OYMMa OHO IIITO BUAUII OKO cebe. [ToCTH U CJIyXOM CBOjUM He cylajyhu oroBapama U CIIeTKe. YCTHMA U je3UKOM CBOjUM
TIOCTH U y3/IP?KaBaj ce OJ1 PYKHUX peuu U Imaja. KakBa HaM je KOpUCT ako He jereMo Meco U puly, a yjeramo u
MPOXKUPEMO CBOje OTHKIbe."

Csern ®oTHje naTpujapx Mapurpaacku kaxe: ,Iloct 61aronpujatan bory je oHaj kKoju moapasyMeBa HOPeJ y3AprKamba O/f
XpaHe U yAAJbeEhe 0] CBAKOT Ipexa, MpIKibe, 3aBUCTH, OTOBApamha, HEYMECHUX I1ajia, IPa3HOCIOBJba U ApYyTux 3ana. OHOj
KOjH TIOCTH caMo TeJIECHO He Tpy/iehu ce y BpJIMHU JIMYY Ha YOBEKA KOjHU je carpajivo Jiely Kyhy, ajiu y ¥0j JKUBH ca
3MHjaMa 1 cKkoprnujama."

IToct je HEpACKUIWBO IOBE3AH A MUJIOCTUEGOM U 3aTO HAC CTAPU XPUINTNAHCKY MTUCIH YUe [ja BUIIIAK HOBIA KOjU
VIITIIMO Ha yMEPEHO] UCXPAHU Y IPEUO/Y IIOCTa MOKEMO /1A YIEJIUMO Ka0 MUJIOCTHEGY CHPOMAIITHUM U O0JIECHUM Te
TaKO YCKPATUBIIIU CYBHIITHO TEJIY JIapyjeMO MOTPEOHO JYIIIH.
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¥ BpeMe mocTa moTpe6HO je /1a BUIle XpPAaHUMO CBOjY AYIILY MOJIUTBOM U peYjy BokjoM Hero Jiv CBOje TeI0 XpaHOM U
TeJIECHUM y:KuBamuMa. ['ocioz Hac yuu y EBauljespy f1a ce 3711 [yXOBH U3TOHE jeIMHO ITOCTOM M MOJIUTBOM. 3ato u I[pkBa
y BpeMe IIOCTOBA MO/ICTUYE CBOje BEPHUKE HAa YCPAHU)Y MOJIUTBY KaKO y XpaMOBHMaA, TAKO U Y JIMIHUM MOJTUTBAMA KOJ
kyhe. Huje 10B0OJ/bHO IOCTUTH CaMO JieJiuMa u pedjy, Beh u mucinma. KakBa HaM je KOPUCT O/ HEYNCTHUX JieJia Kajia o
BUMa CTPacHO MalTaMo U Hacaal)yjemo ce. MoUTBa y3 TeJIECHHU MTOCT Hajjade je opy:xje 3a 60pOy IPOTUB CTPACHUX
IIOMUCJTH U MallITapuja. Y BpeMe IocTa BepHUIM 61 Tpebasu a H306eroBajy CBako cjaaBjbe U 3a0aBy, a CYIPYKHHUIUA U
TEJIECHO OIIIITEE. Y IOCTY ce He 00aB/hajy BEHUAA, a I0OPO je Y TOM IepHUO/Iy MAKCUMAIHO CMAUTH U TJIeIamhe
TeJIeBU3apa U Pa/inja U TO BpeMe UCKOPUCTUTH y uynuTawky CBeror ITrucMa u IpyTHX BEPCKUX KIHUTA.

SUNDAY OF FORGIVENESS — BEGINNING OF THE GREAT LENT

Before a soldier enters the field of battle, he is given final instructions by his commanding officer. As we are drawing near
to the doors of the Great Lent, ready to wage spiritual warfare, the Church gives us our last minute orders.

Our Lord, in the Gospel that is always read on the Sunday of Forgiveness, provides us with three general regulations for
the Lenten season.

The Last Sunday before the beginning of the Great Lent is called the
Forgiveness Sunday. This name primarily comes from the Rite of Forgiveness
that is practiced at the Vespers service in the evening of this Sunday. At the
end of the Vespers, all that are present ask their mutual forgiveness of each
other. The one person asks, “forgive me a sinner” and the other replies “God
forgives, forgive me a sinner.” This mutual asking of forgiveness reminds us
that all forgiveness is God given. It also reminds us to be humble by admitting
to each other that we have fallen short of God’s law and have failed each other.
It does not matter whether we have actually failed that person directly when
asking for forgiveness, because when we fail to keep God’s law, we affect each
other. This is why we need to ask forgiveness of all people on this day. This
Rite of Forgiveness puts us in the proper mindset for starting the Great Lent.
Christ says that we must, first of all, forgive others their sins against us. God will not forgive us our sins unless we forgive
those who have wronged us in any way. We cannot have forgiveness, therefor, unless we first forgive. When we say OUR
FATHER we ask God to forgive us in the measure we forgive others. And, of course, it follows that if we do not forgive
others, we pray God not to forgive us. Have you thought about it this way?

2. Then our Lord speaks of fasting. Fasting is as old as the human race. It was the failure of our first parents in Paradise to
keep the commandment of fasting and abstaining that led to men’s fall. What does it mean to fast? For many it simply
involves the changing of one type of food for another. But our Church tells us, dear brothers and sisters, that fasting has
far more meaning than just a diet. It is very important to know why we fast. There is a duality in each one of us for we have
in our being flesh and spirit. These are two forces in us, each pulling its own way. Often these forces are in disagreement,
and may be in a state of war. We fast and

l REGULATIONS ON FASTING ' | abstain in order to subdue the flesh to the
| THE HOLY CAMONE SPECIFY THE FOLLOWNE | spirit, thaF ou}‘ best self mlght be expressed.
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Jesus has a special warning about fasting. He says we must be careful not to fast like the hypocrites of His time, who used
to appear sad and disfigured in public for they wanted people to see their fasting and praise them for it.

3. The third lesson that the Gospel points to today is that we are to store up treasures for ourselves in heaven and not on
earth. In other words we are not only to have a bank account in the building down town, but we are to have a bank account
in the book uptown, in heaven. It is clear from the Scriptures that there are three chief ways of storing up treasure in the
other life so that when we die it will be there waiting for us. Have you ever truly asked yourself a question where your
treasure is?

Jesus spoke of prayer, fasting and almsgiving as the money of eternity.

Almsgiving means charity — the help we give to others and to worthwhile causes. Usually it is money, but it can mean the
giving of food, clothing offered to the needy, or work done for others and for the Church, or prayer, nice gesture,
comforting word, compassion...

Dear brothers and sisters, do you remember the signs that sometimes still appear at railroad crossings? In huge letters
they read, “STOP< LOOK< LISTEN! Today the Church flashes this sort of a sign before our eyes.

STOP the mad rush of modern living. Find time to pray, to come to church, to think of eternity, to take part in the life and
work of the Church, to love God and neighbor.

LOOK about yourself carefully. Look at the empty places of those who have gone into eternity, look at those who need
help, and offer your aid, look at Christ who died for you on the Cross and look at yourself...but inside, as God sees you, not
the outside masks that we put upon ourselves.

Listen to the voice of God as He speaks to you...in church where His word is read, and at home while you pray. Listen to
the voice of your conscience. Listen to those who love you and want the best for you.

Do these things and you will be making deposits in the treasure of heaven, as the Lord commanded we do today.

At the beginning of this blessed journey we are about to embark upon, I beseech your forgiveness for the multitude of my
personal shortcomings and trespasses.

God bless you all!
Fr. Predrag Bojovic
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= -_— L JIPATA BPARO U CECTPE, HAJIABUMO CE Y CE30HHM

KAJA CE, IO BEKOBHOJ TPAJIUIMIJA, CBETH

BOJIAIIA 1 OCBEIIITABAJY JOMOBH. MOJIUM BAC JIA

MHA CE JABUTE, HA JIOJIE HABEJEHE KOHTAKT

AJIPECE, JIA BUCMO ILTIAHUAPAJIM OBAJ CBEYAHU M

JAKO 3HAYAJHM YMH M OBPEJ 3A BJIATOCTAIbE
BAIIEI JOMA.

Blessing of Homes with Holy Water

To schedule a blessing of your home with the holy water, please contact Fr. Predrag
directly at p_bojovic@hotmail.com or cell phone 224-388-2605. Thank you!
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Dear friends, sons and daughters of our Holy Mother Church

Our parish’s Building and Planning Committee has prepared a questionnaire in desire to hear your
valuable opinions regarding the creation and realization of the vision of the future of our Parochial-
Liturgical Community.

Your opinions are of great importance and will enable the Parochial Assembly to arrive at the best
possible decisions about this very important question.

Please visit the following page to participate in the questionnaire:

English Version: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/newchurchen

Oparn npujatersu, cnHosu n khepm Hawe Ceete Majke Lipkse,

Mapoxumjckn Oabop 3a nnaHMpake 1 U3rpagmy je NPUNPEMUO aHKeTY Y Xerbu a Yyje Bawa LeweHa
MULLIbEHA O Kpenpawy 1 peanusaunju Busnje o byayhHoctun Hawe Mapoxujcko-Jntyprujcke
3ajegHuue.

Bawa muwrbena cy oa Benukor 3Hadvaja u nocnyxuhe Napoxunjckoj CKynwTnHU y AOHOLEHY
Hajborbe Moryhe oanyke no OBOM jako 3Ha4ajHOM NUTamy.

3a yyelwhe y aHkeTV noceTute cnenehy MHTEPHET CTpaHULL:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/newchurchsr
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Stewardship

Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a way
of life, which acknowledges accountability,
reverence, and responsibility before God.
A primary goal of Stewardship is to
promote spiritual growth and strengthen
faith. Becoming a Steward begins when

(/ } | 7 we believe in God, to whom we give our
i§ R ove, loyalty and trust and act on those

“y (/ / : 7 beliefs. As Stewards, we affirm that every
{(/¢ MAN IS NOT ¢ : aspect of our lives comes as a gift from
ONE WHO HAS MUCH. DML SR Him. Stewardship calls on the faithful to
N \ cheerfully offer back to God a portion of
..BUT ONE /. : N the gifts with which they have been
wio J/0¢s muck W § Dlessed.

F An Orthodox Christian Steward is an
OR WHAT HE G/IY-I::S AWAY , active participant in the life of the Church.
REMAINS HIS . /f(}/(()/}() ey W The parish encourages all who accept the
i Orthodox Faith to become practicing
Stewards. Each year the Steward is
expected to carefully review his or her
personal circumstances and make a
commitment of time, talent, and treasure to
support the Parish and her Ministries..

- ST. JOoHN CHRYSOSTOM

Stewardship is devotion and service to
God and His Church as persons, as

/ families, as a Parish, as a National
Church, and as the Church Universal. Stewardship is our active commitment to use ALL our time, talent and
treasure for the benefit of humankind in grateful acknowledgement of Christ’s redeeming love.

Please fill out the 2016 Stewardship Pledge Form we have sent you and please consider ways that you and
your family could help our community grow by becoming active stewards of our parish.

Opara 6paho u cectpe,

Mpempa cy cprnckom Hapody y oTaLbuHn HENO3HATK OPraHM30BaHU roAuLLKN Nporpamu JOOPOUYMHCTBA, U Te
Kako HaM Huje cTpaHo 3aay>kbMHapcTBO 1 ocehaj o4roBOpHOCTY y CTBapary Hacneha 3a Hawy aeuy U
ponaseha nokonewa. I camy cMo yxmBaoum TakBor pasmulLibakba U TakBe 04roBOPHOCTU HALLMX Npeaaka,
KOju cy Ham Yy Hacriefhe ocTaBunm NperpwT bucepa apxnTekType y Buay maHactmpa, upkaea, 6bonHuua u
LwKona.

M Hawa napoxuja nokyliaea ga Ha OBMM MPOCTOpMMa CTBOPK HeLWTo Yume he ce Hawa geua NoHOCUTU U rae
he ce okynrbatn. MIOTPEBHA HAM JE BALLA NMOMOT y peanusauuju oBe Bu3nje a, cnobogaH cam pehu,
noTpebHo je 1 Hama camuma, fa NOCTaHEMO 1 OCTaHEMO Ae0 Heyera WTo he HagXMBETN NPOCEYHN IbYACKM
BEK 1 MO YeMy Hac ce bnarogapHo NOTOMCTBO MoXe cehaTu.

Monum Bac ga ncnyHute 3aBetHe [loHaTopcke KapTuue koje cMo Bam JOCTaBUnM 1 a Ham 1UX BpaTuTe ada
Ov 3Hanu ga nogpkaeaTe Halue Hanope 1 cTtpemsbera. Nopen HOBYaHUX Npunora NocToje pasnuunTm
Ha4yMHU Ha KOje HaM BY U Balle nopoauue moxeTe nomohu, ctora HaMm cama cyma Ha KapTvuama Huje
TONIMKO GUTHA KONMMKO CUTYPHOCT Aa cTe ca Hama, ca Hawom Majkom LipkBom, koja Hac Boau y XKusot
BeyHun.




PPAMEHTU N3 XKUBOTA HALUE NMAPOXUJE — FRAGMENTS FROM THE LIFE OF OUR PARISH

Serbian Language Classes now available at our church!
Please let us know if you would like to enroll your child!

SATNOYNHEMO WKOJY CPTICKOTI JESUKA TTPU HALLOJ LIPKBW.
YINMAWWTE BALLE JETE!
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“For where two or three have gathered together in my
name, I am there in their midst.” Matthew 18:20

“I'0e cy 06a unu mpu cabpauna y moje ume
Tamo cam u ja meljy wuma.” Mamej 18:20

www.StSavaChurch-NW.org
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