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VMHTEPBJY apxumangput Casa Jawuh, uryman Bucokux Jevana

KocoBo ce Opanu U TpisbeHEM

WrymaHn Bucokux [evana, jegHor of HajaHa4ajHUjux CPnCcKmx
MaHacTupa, rosopu 3a lNonuTtuky o npnjemy Kocosa y YHecko,
3aLUTUTK CBETMHE M BEPU KOja MX ogpKaBa v YyBa.

Kapa y nctom gaHy, Ha Kanuju unm oko MaHacTtupa
HeyaHn, cpeTHeTe BojHuka Kcopa ¢ nywkom y pyuu, a
NOTOM C€ YyjeTe UNN CpeTHeTe C HEKUM CTPaHUM
AUNIIoOMaToM Koju BaM Kaxxke aa KocoBo Tpeb6a aa yhe y
YHeckKo, Kako ce oceharte?

YureHunua ga cy Halle CBeTUH€e Nof NocebHNM pexmmMom
3alUTUTE M Ha NIUCTM YTPOXEHUX CBETCKUX CMIOMEHMKa KynType
CYLUITWHCKM je y packopaky ca eBeHTyanHum ctatycom Kocosa
y YHecky. HapaBHo, Hama je 3awTtuta KOOP-a koju wtntn
Hall MaHacTup Heonxo4Ha jep CMo, nako ,nof 3alTUTOM
YHecka, HEKONUKO NyTa HanagaHu rpaHatama nocneamwux roamHa. Mulirberwe Hekux Koju cmatpajy aa he
KocoBo 61Ty ogrosopHuje npema 3aliTUTh Halnx CBeTUHa ako yhe y YHECKO CYLUTUHCKM je NOCTaBIbeHO
Ha norpewHnm npemmcama. HapasHo, Ha KocoBy n MeToxuju uma mHoro AnbaHaua Koju Te CBETUHE He
6 Hanaganu v yHuwTaBanu, anv Hucam 4o caga yno3Hao OHe KOju Cy CNpeMHU Aa UCKPeHO Npu3Hajy Aa
Cy TO Cpricke CBeTUHE, nako To 4obpo 3Hajy. OBae je y nuTary 036MrbaH Npobnem HBUXOBOr CxBaTaka
naeHtTuteTa. AKoO ce OeHTUTET rpaaun Ha Hermpawy gpyrora, Hem3bexxHo ce gonasu y cutyauujy Kojy CMo
Buaenu y norpomy 2004. kaga cy He nojeavHum, seh 50.000 sBehmuHom mnagux AnbaHaua yHuwTasanm
xpuwhaHcky 6alTyHy Halle LUpKBe, @ MICTOBPEMEHO roBOpUNN Aa cy Lpkee wuxose. 3aTo ce anbaHcku
npeacTaBHULM CBUM cunama Tpyae Aa nokaxy aa cy aeo Espone un ga AnbaHum Hukaga Hucy
YHULITaBanm LUpKee, a NoCByAa BUAMMO pyLUEBUHE XpaMOBa, packonaHe rpoboBe 1 NoNoMIbeHe KPCToBe.
Ha KocoBy 1 MeToxuju HakoH paTta ce HacTaBWiO ca pyLieHeM Cprcknx 6oromorba 1 yHuwTaBakeM
rpobarba, u To HaxxanocT n nopea MmeflyHapogHor npucycTBa. OBo Hajborbe nokasyje kakBe MoparHe K
uuBMnmnsaumoHe npenopyke KocoBo uma 3a YHeCKo, a Ko je cnpemaH aa Jvyje — cxsatuhe.
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Kako u 3awwTo je neo mehjyHapoaHe 3ajeaHuue aocneo y WnM3odpeHy KOCOBCKY CUTyaLMjy Y KOjoj
ouurnegHe BpeAHOCTU Npeaaje oHMMa Koju cy ux yHuwtasanu? Je nu 1o cTpax, uHepumja,
He3Habe, 0ACYCTBO Opure 3a yrpoxeHe, CBETCKU UHTEpPeEC...

Mwcnum pa nogpliuka Tux 3emarba yrnacky KocoBa y YHecko Hema Hukakse Be3e ca KynTypoM, Beh je pey
0 HamupuBawy oapehfeHnx NONUTUYKMX MHTepeca, NowwTo je Kocoso mopano aa npuxsaTtu Cya 3a patHe
3r104MHe 1 3ajegHuLy CPNCKMX OMLWTMHA, MaKo, Kako BUOMMO CBaKOr AaHa, CBe Ce YMHU Ja ce TO
oncTpyvpa kopuwheweM cy3aBua, LITO je oneT He3abenexXeHo HK Yy jeAHOM AeMOKPaTCKOM ApYLUTBY.
Hekapa je anbaHcku Hapog nmao 6ecy, a caga ce He MOLWTYjy Yak HU JOrOBOPU HanpaBrbeHU Y
mehyHapogHom npucyctey. C MefjyHapoaHe cTpaHe nmamo jegaH nonuTuydku nparmatumsam, jep Kocoso
KIn3u CBE BULLE Yy EKCTPEMM3aM 1 BEPCKN DyHOAMEHTanm3am, LWTo NoKasyjy U HUXOBU N KOCOBCKU
nsseLwTaju. Minak, NOTNyHO je HeNpaBeAHO Aa Y CBEMY TOME Halle CBETUH-E U AyXOBHA DallTuHa noctaHy
konaTeparnHa wTreTta. 3aTo CTanHO NOMUHEMO Aa NUTake MHCTUTYLIMOHANNHE 3allTUTE HaLINX CBETUHa
Mopa fa byae perynucaHo ayropoyHo y bpucenckom gmjanory. A Ha mefyHapoaHoj 3ajegHuum jecte aa
BMAM Kako Aa ce TU criopa3ymu CrpoBeay Y CTBapHOCTMW.

Ha Bam je Heko 19. mapTta 2004. pekao pahe agmuHucTpaumja y NpuwTMHM 3apBaHaecT rogMHa
6uTK Ha BpaTUMa npujema y opraHusaumjy Koja je cumbon 3awtTute, YyBata U BpegHoBama
CBeTCKe KynTypHe 6alTuHe — Kako bucrte pearoBanu?

Op 2004. roguHe MeHe HULLTa BULIE He MOXe Ha 3adyau. JaBHa je TajHa ga cy TM Hepeau ounu un
opraHm3oBaHu unu 6apem npehyTHO NoApPXKaHW O OHWMX Y KOCOBCKMM MHCTUTYLIMjaMa Koju HaMm caja
BenukoaywHo obehasajy 3awTtuty n nomoh. Jluuemepje je yek 61no geo nokanHe NONUTUYKe
(He)kynType OBOr MPOCTOPa, CaMo je >aroCHO Aa OTBOPEHe Naxu 1 nponaraHaa Kojy LUMpK KOCOBCKa
Braga, kopuctehu ceaky npunvky Aa MMHUMM3yje nocnepaTHoO yHULITaBawe XpULLINAHCKMX CPICKUX
CBeTMHAa, MOXe joLl yBeKk Aa npohe y ceeTy. MHOro Tora cMo NpoLLnuv y UCTOpUjW, any BaxHo je aa
n3Hecemo u cBoj cTaB. YBek he 6uTtn oHux koju he, ako 6apem HUWTa Apyro, YyTu APYrn rnac u BUAETH
MOHOBO CrMKe Koje cy 3abopasunu nnu Hehe ga Buae, a koje My 4ecTo Brfjamo Tamo rae Halle CBeTUre
1 rpobrba jow nexe y pywesuHama.

[a nu je oBo camo nonutuka? 3awTo cy cBeTuke Tonuko Kocosa n Metoxuje BaxxHe 3a Halu
Hapoa?

[aHac je nonutnka y cBUM cermeHTUma xusota. Ml Halle npaBo fa KakemMo UCTUHY HEKU Ha3uBajy
NOSIMTUKOM, MAKO MU HUCMO HUYUjU FNACHOrOBOPHULM, BeEh CBEA0YNMO pearnHocCT Y KOjoj XXMBUMO He camo
nocnegwunx 15 rognHa, Beh n MHoro ayxe. YHecko 61 eBeHTyanHum npnjemom KocoBa nokasao ga je
KOHaYyHO NocCTao jeAHa nonuTuydka dunujana pasHnx LeHTapa Mohu Koju ce npeko Halux rnasa
cykobrbaBajy, LWTO MOXe Aa BOAM rybutky 6uno kakesor kpeanbunureta Te opraHnsaunje ako nonycrm
nog Tum nputucumma. 3a jegHe je nutawe YHecka n KocoBa camo NONUTMYKO NUTake, anu 3a Hac je 1o
nUTake HaLler XXMBOTa U HallMX CBETUHA KOje HaMa HUCY CaMO HEKU CrIOMeHMUM KynType, Beh xuBa
MecTa borocnyxeHra, MOHaLLKOr XUBOTa, NPOCTOP Y KOMe Ce CBaKor JaHa cycpehemo ca focnogom v rge
BEKOBMMA CBEOYMMO Bepy Yy hera. Tako je u ca KocoBoM. OHO HEOCNOPHO MMa U MOMUTUYKM U
reorpadcku 3Ha4aj, anv Kocoso je 3a Hac BuLe o reorpacduje n nonuTtuke. To je cumbon Hawle Bepe y
XpucTa, a He 06e360XXeHOr HaLMoHan1MamMa Koju Hac je 1 JOBEeO Yy OBY cuTyaumjy. Hawe cBeTuhe cy
CBETMOHMLIM Y Marnu Haller BULLEeroauLLHer nyTaka, koju Hac nogcehajy wra cmo 6unu, wra jecMmo u
wra Tpeba aa Oyaemo, ako He XXenvMo [a 3aBpLUMMO Ha MapriuHama uctopuje. 3ato ce KocoBo npe
cBera 6paHu UICTUHOM, IbybaBIby, 4OOPOTOM U TPNIbEHEM. Y MPOTUBHOM MOXEMO Aa NOCTaHEMO MUCTU
Kao oHu Koju oa Kocosa npase HeLWTo APYro U WTO je HaMma CTpaHo.




Istovremeno sa progonom
pravoslavnog zivlja, uz raznovrsna
nasilja i zlo¢ine, vréeno je i vrsi se
sistematsko zatiranje materijalnih i
duhovnih korena srpskog naroda
pliackanjem, demoliranjem, paljienjem
i ruenjem crkava i manastira. Ovde
su navedeni samo provereni podaci
unistenih i oSte¢enih objekata od
strane albanskih terorista nakon
dolaska snaga OUN-a i vojne misije
KFOR-a, od 13. juna do polovine
novembra 1999, prema evidenciji

Together with the harassment of all the
Orthodox members of the population,
various violent and criminal acts, the
systematic cleansing has been going
on of all the material and spiritual roots
of the Serbian people - plundering,
demolishing, destructions of all sorts,
setting fires and tearing down the
churches and monasteries. Here are
only the verified facts according to the
official evidence of the Raska-Prizren
Eparchy, whereas the fate of other
churches and sacred buildings has not
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Eparhije ragko-prizrenske. Sudbina & been verified before the map was
ostalih crkvenih zdanja do zaklju¢enja J complete, since it is still impossible to
karte nije poznata, usled Donji Zakut access the locations. It should also be
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Unisteni i ostedeni znacajniji objekti
u NATO bombardovanju na
SR Jugoslaviju 1999.

Important edifices destroyed or
damaged in the 1999 NATO
bombardment of the FRY.
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Unisteni i osteceni provereni objekti od strane albanskih terorista nakon dolaska
Ujedinjenih nacija vojne misije KFOR-a od 13. juna do novembra 1999.
The current state of the verified edifices destroyed or damaged by the Albaman B

terrorists after the UN and KFOR troops entered the area from June 13th to
November 1999
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[a nu cy ce apxaBa v LUpKBa NpeKkacHo yKkiby4uune y 6op6y aa KocoBo He yhe y YHecko?

Mwu ce He Tpyaumo camo aa nokaxemo ga Kocoso He Tpeba aa Oyge ynaHmua YHecka, jep Mu Koju oBae
XMBUMO CBaKoOr flaHa CBeJOYMMO OBY CTBAPHOCT CTpadaka Haller Hapofa v cBeTuha Beh roguHama y
CBUM HalLMM pas3roBopvMa ca MeflyHapogHUM npeacTaBHMUMMA. 3a HAc TO HUje NoNuTMYKa Kamnama y
Kojy Tpeba ga ce ykrby4vyjeMo, Beh cBegoyeHe Halle XuBe Bepe Kojy npe cBera CBegouMMO BEPOM,
HaLLUMM NUTYPIUjCKUM OKyMibakvMa Y XpaMoBMMa M Ha pyLLUEBMHAMa OHUX CBETMHA KOje CY YHULLUTEHE U
jow nexe y pywesnHama kao boropoguuunHa upkea y Mywytuwity unu manactup Ceete Tpojuue.
[pxaBa 4nHM CBOje 1 3Ham Aa MMa JocTa NpefaHux fbyau Koju ce Tpyae Aa NpPeHecy OBY Hally KOCOBCKY
peanHocT ceeTy. Moxaa jeoguHo y Meauvjyuma Huje 6uno Bule rosopa o ToMe, anu KOMuKo ja 3Ham
aKTMBHOCTM Ha TOMe [a Ce ykaxe Ha LUTeTHOCT U onacHocT ynacka KocoBa y YHecko, nocebHo 6e3 jacHor
MexaHu3Ma 3aluTUTe HaluMX CBeTUHa, 04aBHO je TeMa BpojHMX pasroBopa.

Baw rnac ce naxJsb1MBO crnyLua U Ha Kera ce Yyekano, 6eamano Ao nocnegwer TpeHyTka. [la nu ce
nnawuTe 3a cyabuHy cBora 6parcTBa U cBora maHacTtupa?

[a ce nnawwumo He Gucmo ocTanu y maHacTupy Koju je Beh yeTupu nyta y nocnegmwunx 15 roguHa 6ro
nop rpaHatama anbaHckux ekctpemucTa. He 6u cectpe y [leBuuy xuBene y cBeTuhM Koja je ABa nyTa
crnarbeHa o1 CTpaHe buxoBux koMmwmvja. XpuwhaHvH Tpeba ga »xusn y Hagu 1 Bepu y bora 6e3 063mpa




KakBa je cuTyauuja, jep Hall onTMMmM3am He U3BUpPE N3 MNONUTUYKMX OKONTHOCTU, Beh 13 Bepe y bora koju je
nocTao 4oBek, 610 pacneT n Backpcao. MHorMma je 1o ancypg, anu To je Hawa dunocoduja X1MBoTa Koja
je oBaj Hapog v ogprkana TOKOM neT BEKOBa OCMaHCKe okynauwmje. JaHawma ,o0Tpexmyjyha
pasmuLLbaka” NojeauHUX MHTeNeKTyanaua gonase n3 Ucte OHe MOEOIOLLKE LLIKOME Koja je oA Kpaja
[pyror cBeTckor pata cuctematcku paguna Ha obe3boxery Halwer Hapoaa. 3ap U3 TMX peaoBa HUCY U
npoun3aLunn oHW Ynje padvyHe oBaj Hapog Beh rognHama ckyno nnaha.

Xohe nu 6uTn penpecanuja ako KocoBo Ha NeHeparnHoj CKyNWITUHU UNakK He 6yAe NPUMILEHO Y
YHecko? Opgy3umare 3emMibe, aMMHUCTPaTMBHA Npecuja, oA4HOC NpemMa reTo 3ajeaHvMuama, garba
oncTpyKumja noBpatka?

Ha KocoBy ce HMKaga HUWTa He MOoXe npeasmaeTn. Hama Huje uurb ga ukora npoBoUMpamo 1 cMatpamo
[a Kao WTo KocoBckn AnbaHuu nmajy npaBo Aa U3HOCe CBOje CTaBOBe, UMaMo M MU. 3a Hac OBO HUje
yTakmumua Cpbuja—AnbaHuja, Beh geo jegHor BULLEBEKOBHOr cBeoYeHa koje he ce HacTaButu 6e3
063upa Ha rmacamne y eHeparnHoj CKynwTUHU U HEKOM APYroM nonutudkom dopymy. Mu Hemamo rae,
OCMM [a ONCTOjMMO OBZE rae cMo cafa. Huko Hac Ha To He NpucKIbaBa, jep CMO AOLUMY U3 pasHux
KpajeBa ga cnyxumo bory 6opehu ce jeamHo MONMTBOM M UCTMHOM, a ['ocnog je jeaHoOM pekao ,MCcTuHa
he Bac ocnoboaunTtn’. A 3Hamo ga je boxwja yBek nocnegta.

LETTER OF THE HOLY SYNOD OF BISHOPS
OF THE SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
TO MRS. IRINA BOKOVA
Director-General of UNESCO
HOLY SYNOD OF BISHOPS
SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
No 1047
14 September 2015
Belgrade

Dear Madame,

On the occasion of recent self-proclaimed Government of Kosovo bid for UNESCO membership we would
wish to express our profound concern on behalf of the Serbian Orthodox Church. We are convinced that
an eventual acceptance of this request would have far-reaching consequences for the Christian cultural
heritage itself as well as the perspective of common life of Serbs, Albanians and others in Kosovo and

Metohija in the future.

It is well known that all four World Cultural Heritage Sites of UNESCO in Kosovo and Metohija (inscribed
as “Medieval monasteries in Kosovo”) are holy sites of the Serbian Orthodox Church. Conjointly, the same
can rightfully be said for almost all the Christian cultural heritage on that territory, from the fourth
century and especially from the medieval ages until today. In that regard our silence on this issue might
be misinterpreted as our tacit approval of this motion by Kosovo authorities. Consequently, we would like

to focus primarily on arguments that are of vital importance for the future of our holy sites in Kosovo and




Metohija, and particularly for the preservation of our cultural and religious identity as well as protection

of our human rights and civil liberties.

As you are aware, since the end of the civil war in Kosovo and Metohija in June 1999 and deployment of
the NATO led international peacekeeping forces (KFOR) together with the UN Mission and Police, 107
Orthodox Christian Sites in Kosovo have been either completely destroyed or damaged[1]. The destruction
of our heritage, let us note, happened not in time of war but in peace which was guaranteed by the UN
Security Council Resolution 1244. The devastation of the Serbian Christian Orthodox heritage in the post-
war period is unprecedented in recent European history. It had a systematic character as dozens of our
holy sites were destroyed in a similar pattern, often by explosives and in a way that strongly suggests
premediated intention and strategy. On many of our ruined sites the acronyms of the so called Kosovo
Liberation Army (KLA) still can be seen. Together with other post-war crimes in which hundreds of Serbs
and other civilians suffered or were abducted, the destruction of our heritage has never been properly
investigated nor has anyone ever been brought to justice for this and other post-war crimes, which
seriously undermines our confidence in Kosovo institutions.

After the first post-war wave of destruction of our heritage, the massive Kosovo Albanian riots in March
2004 left in ruins an additional 34 Serbian Orthodox sites. One of the seriously damaged sites was the
14t century Cathedral of Bogorodica Ljeviska in Prizren (a UNESCO World Heritage site). Thanks to the
Council of Europe led effort to reconstruct the sites damaged in 2004 some of the damage has been
repaired, but regrettably none on sites destroyed between June 1999 and 2004. It is also important to
mention that another site under UNESCO protection in Kosovo, the 14th century Monastery of Visoki
Decani suffered four armed attacks since the end of the civil war in 1999 (two mortar attacks in 2000, one
more mortar attack in 2004 riots and a RPG attack in 2007) which makes it the most frequently attacked
Christian site in Kosovo and Metohija. Only the latest of these attacks was investigated and a Kosovo
Albanian male was sentenced to 2.5 years of prison. We can say that it is only thanks to the efforts by
KFOR that Decani Monastery, the neighboring Pe¢ Patriarchate and Gracanica Monasteries (all three
UNESCO sites) were not destroyed by Kosovo Albanian terrorists. We are still haunted by the video
footage of destruction of St. Andrew’s church in Podujevo with young Kosovo Albanians climbing the
walls, breaking crosses, throwing them among the cheering crowd chanting ,,Kosovo Liberation Army*
slogans and ultimately burning the church, which so painfully reminds us of the current violence against
religious sites in Iraq and Syria, particularly the destruction of the Baalshamin temple on the grounds of
the ancient Syrian city of Palmyra.

These persistent attacks, behind which we can see a clear intention to obliterate the Serbian heritage in
Kosovo and Metohija, and with this the overall Christian heritage from the 4thcentury AD until today,
were the most important reason to include our UNESCO sites in Kosovo in the list of the World Heritage
in Danger. At the same time there appeared international initiatives to institutionally protect our heritage

in Kosovo from destruction, which ultimately led to Annex V of the Ahtisaari Plan in 2008.
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It is very sad and disappointing that even after 2004 riots very few perpetrators have been identified and
brought to justice[2]. Although all international political figures publicly condemned the violence and
called it ,organized®, no Kosovo political and local leaders have ever been under any investigation. To our
great surprise the political leaders of that time with controversial war-time past are still among the
leading political personalities in Kosovo today. The Council of Europe (CoE) led process of reconstruction
of the part of our heritage in which Kosovo provisional institutions participated would have never
happened without a strong international insistence that the damage had to be repaired. We find it
unfortunate that in their lobbying for UNESCO membership Kosovo authorities focus mainly on war time
damage on Islamic heritage, minimizing and almost completely ignoring the damage which was inflicted
on Christian Orthodox heritage during and after the war. Statements by Kosovo leaders have often been
ambiguous and politically colored on this issue, which could easily be interpreted by extremists as a carte
blanche for attacks on Serbian churches in the atmosphere of alleged Serbian collective guilt which is
spread even today by Kosovo media. In many publications on cultural heritage as a rule Islamic sites are
mentioned first although all four UNESCO protected sites are of the Serbian Orthodox Church. For years
in Decani, Pe¢ and Prizren we have been struggling to provide adequate signs for the UNESCO sites as
many tourists cannot easily find them. Very often we had to reprimand Kosovo Albanian tour guides
because they present our holy sites as Albanian churches occupied by Serbs. Current Kosovo laws do not
regulate the presentation of our sites and leave space for ill-intended political speculations.

It would be unfair not to mention the systematic post-war destruction of at least 392 Serbian Orthodox
cemeteries in Kosovo and Metohija (which have been documented by OSCE) and a deplorable condition
in which they still are found.[3] Persecution and uprooting of the living people has often been
accompanied in history with desecration of tombs of the dead, and consequently by obliterating the
memory of those who had been living there for centuries creating works of their culture. To make the
situation more tragic, all this represents a prolongation of five centuries of Ottoman occupation (until
1912), and of the fascist persecution and atrocities from the Second World War period. We strongly
believe that the systematic destruction of our heritage and cemeteries in the areas from which only in the
recent time several hundreds of thousands of Serb civilians fled demonstrates a concerted effort by local
extremists, organized crime groups and other radical Kosovo Albanian elements to prevent the return of
Serbian refugees and permanently change the demographic and cultural landscape of the larger part of
Kosovo and Metohija, which had already been largely changed throughout the centuries due to living in
enslavement and under violence. We feel obliged to draw your attention to the fact that what is currently
happening in the Middle East, particularly in the territories controlled by the so called Islamic State
(ISIS)—massive persecution of the people and destruction of cultural heritage— represents in many ways
the continuation of what happened in Kosovo and Metohija, particularly from 1981 until today. The fact
that the most important Serbian Orthodox sites are still under armed police protection and the Monastery
of Decani is still protected by KFOR soldiers, particularly after last year’s Islamist graffiti, offers clear

evidence that the Serbian Orthodox heritage in Kosovo and Metohija is still at serious danger, exclusively
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from Kosovo Albanian extremists who find inspiration in the ,jideals” of the so-called Kosovo Liberation
Army and today, regrettably, more often in fanaticism of radical Islam.

As the Ahtisaari Plan was politically conditioned on the Serbian recognition of the self-proclaimed
independence of Kosovo, the guarantees for the protection of Serbian Orthodox heritage, after the failure
in its implementation, have in the meantime been mostly lost or have only been partially transferred into
Kosovo laws. The most recent attempt in the Kosovo Parliament to pass a very problematic draft law on
Cultural Heritage, that additionally abrogates that what is left of Ahtisaari’s provisions, leaves even less
space for confidence in Kosovo institutions. The draft law is suggesting the introduction of direct state
control over the sites of the Serbian Orthodox Church and is characterizing our heritage as “property of
the Republic of Kosovo™. It was only thanks to the strong EU and US efforts that the draft law was
withdrawn but it is only a question of time when Kosovo Government may send it to Parliament
discussion again. Some Kosovo Ministers, including the one of Culture, are still reluctant to call the
Serbian Orthodox Church by its official name, while some leading cultural institutions like Kosovo
Academy of Science and Arts publish books in which the rich Serbian contribution to the history of
Kosovo is vastly ignored. Young Kosovo Albanians often learn in schools that medieval Serbian Orthodox
Monasteries are in fact Albanian—or even Illyrian (sic!)—and that they have been occupied by force by
Serbs. Such an atmosphere in the cultural life of Kosovo does not demonstrate maturity and responsibility
for the protection that the Kosovo Government should nominally pledge in the course of their UNESCO
bid. At the 2005 UNESCO Donors’ Conference in Paris the then Kosovo Minister of Culture distributed a
pamphlet calling Serbian Orthodox Monasteries Albanian monuments. The pamphlet was immediately

withdrawn by the intervention of the Special Representative of the UN Secretary General.

At the same time, we are deeply disappointed that the Kosovo legal system does not offer adequate
protection of the property rights of our Church. Instead of passing a law on restitution of the Church and
other private property in Kosovo and Metohija, which were confiscated during the Communist rule, today
we can see that the remaining property of the Church is being taken away or endangered, particularly the
property of those Serbs who fled the ethnic cleansing in Kosovo and Metohija. The most recent
demonstration of this is the issue of the Decani Monastery land (affecting 50% of its current property)
which has been the subject of a court procedure for 15 years, and of those the last 8 years in the Supreme
Court of Kosovo. After a decision of the Court in 2012 confirming the Monastery’s ownership and an
appeal process in which no new substantial arguments were presented, our Church expected this issue to
be finally adjudicated and the Monastery rights fully protected. However, the Appellate Panel of the
Kosovo Supreme Court proclaimed, inducing general dismay, that it lacked jurisdiction to adjudicate the
case although the previous Supreme Court panel with the international chairperson several times
confirmed its jurisdiction in the case and even reached the final decision. Having in mind that the most
recent decision was reached by majority voting with strong opposition of the two (presumably
international) dissenting judges out of five panel members, this decision is seen by our Church, as well as

relevant international factors in Kosovo, as biased, flawed and contrary to European legal principles. For




our Church this is not only a matter of a failing judiciary but also portrays a discouraging picture of the
position of the Kosovo institutions toward vital interests of our Church and our people, particularly in
situations in which decisions are made without international supervision. In case that this injustice
prevails our most important Monastery and a UNESCO protected site will be deprived of 50% of its
property and left without economic sustainability. Such injustices we could see in the time of the
Communist rule in Yugoslavia when religious institutions were deprived of their property without any

justice and compensation.

These facts are easily verifiable and well known to the international representatives in Kosovo and
Metohija who share our concerns. All of this leads us to the conclusion that the admission of Kosovo to
UNESCO, particularly in circumstances where institutional protection of Serbian Christian heritage in
Kosovo is not adequately safeguarded, would not only be an unwise and hasty decision, but could pave
way towards cultural repression and the long-term loss of Christian spiritual and cultural identity. Having

in mind all these facts the following important issues must be resolved.

The institutional protection of Serbian Orthodox Heritage in Kosovo and Metohija, with its
property, name and historical tradition, must be effectively defined and safeguarded against attempts
to rewrite history and deprive our Church and our people of their sustainable future. Strong written
international guarantees, including the rehabilitation of content of Ahtisaari’s Annex V, are needed to
prevent the possibility of changing the local legislation in future and passing new discriminatory laws.
In this respect we find particularly important the name under which our monuments are inscribed on
the World Heritage List because it currently does not clearly reflect their historical and religious
identity and leaves space for political and media manipulations. We adamantly believe that the issue of
the Serbian Orthodox Heritage in Kosovo must be included in the Brussels dialogue between Belgrade
and Pristina due to its utmost sensitivity for the interethnic relations and the multiethnic future of
Kosovo and Metohija.

For centuries our Church has taken care of the protection of her property and Christian heritage
in Kosovo and Metohija and it is incomprehensible for us that Kosovo institutions could unilaterally
undertake any intervention including reconstruction and conservation works. Works on our property
without our full agreement and supervision as envisaged by the Ahtisaari Annex V would be completely
unacceptable. Our Monasteries and churches are not only the property of the Serbian Orthodox Church
but also constitute the most important monuments of the European cultural heritage, which requests a
clearly defined manner of presentation, expertise and technical preservation, which is not satisfactorily
defined by Kosovo legislation.

Recently there appeared a support of Kosovo “religious communities” to Mr. Thaci’s request for
admission of Kosovo to UNESCO. Actually behind this support stands the Albanian Islamic religious
community. The signatory of the Catholic Church is not its authorized person and the minuscule Jewish

community has, as far as we are aware, no cultural heritage in Kosovo.




We are deeply convinced that in the current circumstances and with the existing legal provisions, the
admission of Kosovo to UNESCO, in particular any thought of entrusting the care of our most important
religious sites to Kosovo institutions, could be a dangerous element of instability which could seriously
jeopardize the future of Kosovo and Metohija, its overall Christian heritage, as well as fundamental
religious and civil rights. If the UNESCO status granted to our sites was not only an act of recognition of
their cultural and civilizational value for humanity, but also an additional mechanism of protection in the
current security situation, the World Cultural Heritage status by itself, in case Kosovo becomes a member
of UNESCO, might become more of a problem than an element of long-term protection and a guarantee of
that future.

With hope that you will pay due attention to our concerns, we remain deeply grateful.

President of the Holy Synod of Bishops
Archbishop of Pe¢

Metropolitan of Belgrade-Karlovci and
Serbian Patriarch IRINEJ
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CPTCKA MNPABOCJIABHA LIPKBA “CBETW CABA" MPEJCTAB/bA “SAINT SAVA” SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH PRESENTS

TpaguuuoHanHa Traditional
CpncKa Beuepa JECEI—ba Serbian Cuisine
usa My3uka Live Music

AyKuuja 336333 Auction

Fund Raising Fall Dance
Seattle
November 14, 2015 6:00PM

Tickets are $35 for adults and $15 for children under 12. Admission is free for children younger than 6.

Location: St. Demetrios Church For reservation call or e-mail:
2100 Boyer Avenue East (425) 338-0430
Seattle, WA 98112 mmsst53@gmail.com

Dinner Tickets: $35.00 Children 12 and under:

Limited Number of Seats Available.
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“For where two or three have gathered together in my name,
I am there in their midst.” Matthew 18:20

“I'0e cy 06a unu mpu cabpana y moje ume
Tamo cam u ja melhy wuma.” Mamej 18:20
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