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The Nativity Fast: A Time of Preparation

The Fast of the Nativity is the Church's wise solace and aid to human infirmity. We are a forgetful people, but our
forgetfulness is not unknown to God; and our hearts with all their misconceptions and weakened understandings
are not unfamiliar to the Holy Spirit who guides and sustains this Church. We who fall far from God through the
magnitude of our sin, are called nonetheless to be close to Him. We who run afar off are called to return. Through
the fast that precedes the great Feast of the Incarnation -- which itself is the the heart and substance of our calling
-- the Church helps draw us into the full mystery of_what that call entails.
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Like Great Lent, the fast of
the Nativity is a journey.
'‘Come, O ye faithful, and let
us behold where Christ is
born. Let us join the Magi,
kings from the east, and
follow the guiding star'
(Sessional Hymn of the
Nativity Matins). Let us 'join
the Magi’, let us ‘follow' and
'behold'. On the fifteenth of
November, the Church joins
together in a journey toward
that salvation first promised
to Adam in God's curse laid
upon the serpent (Gen 3.14-
15). The One who will crush the head of the serpent, of sin and the devil and all that is counter to the life God
offers, is Him to whom the star leads us. The fast of the Nativity is our journey into the new and marvelous life of
the Holy Trinity, which is offered by God but which we must approach of our own volition. In this act, we are
joined to the story of our fathers. The gift of a new land and great blessings was freely given by God to Abraham,
but in order to obtain it, 'Abram went, as the Lord had told him' (Gen 12.4).

A journey is, by its nature, naturally ascetic. Unless my life is already very humble, I cannot take the whole of my
possessions on a journey. | cannot transport social and political ties along a journey's path. I can never be too
reliant on the plans | have made for my journey: a control lying beyond the self must be admitted and accepted.
This is the spirit to which the fast calls us.




A journey is, by its nature, an act of movement, of transportation, of growth. What is old is left behind, newness is
perceived and embraced, growth of understanding takes place. And even if the journey comes to a close in the
same physical location from which it began, that place is transformed for us by the journey through which we
have re-approached it. The aid shelter on a street corner in London is no different after a journey to the Middle
East; but after witnessing there first-hand the struggles and torments of poverty, of suffering, of sorrow, the
meaning and importance of that small shelter is indeed different for me.

Here the importance of the fast. As the Nativity approaches, that great feast of cosmic significance and eternal,
abounding joy for which heaven and earth together rejoice, the fast calls me to consider: do I rejoice? Why do |
rejoice? The hymnography of the Church makes it clear that this is a feast for all the world, for all creation; and
the fast calls me to take my place in that creation, to realise that, despite all my infinite unworthiness, Christmas is
a miracle for my soul too. Make ready, O Bethlehem: let the manger be prepared, let the cave show its welcome.
The truth has come, the shadow has passed away; born of a Virgin, God has appeared to men, formed as we are
and making godlike the garment He has put on. Therefore Adam is renewed with Eve, and they call out: 'Thy
good pleasure has appeared on earth to save our kind'. Adam and Eve, all of humankind, are renewed and made
alive in the Incarnation of God in Christ, who 'appeared on earth to save our kind'. Fallen flesh, so long bound to
death, so long yearning in for growth and maturation into the fullness of life, is sewn into the garment of Christ
and at last made fully alive. There is a pleasing old saying, with perhaps more than a touch of truth to it, that
humankind drew its first full breath at the infant Christ's first cry.
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. this great mystery as God's
condescension into our own lives,
personally and collectively. The
Canon of Matins for the Nativity
lays it out clearly: 'He establishes a
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Sundavs to Him, just as sinful humanity was
lifted up into the person of Christ in the Incarnation itself. We are called to arise, then, during the fast that is the
journey into this Feast. Meals are lessened and regimented, that a constant, lingering hunger may remind us of
the great need we each have for spiritual food that goes beyond our daily bread. The number of Church services is
gradually increased, that we might know whence comes that true food. Sweets and drink are set aside, that we
might never feel content with the trivial and temporal joys of this world. Parties and social engagements are
reduced, that we might realize that all is not so well with us as we often take it to be. Anything which holds the
slightest power over us, whether cigarettes or television, travel or recreation, is minimized or cast wholly aside,
that we might bring ourselves to be possessed and governed only by God. The fast is an ascetic time, designed by
the Church to strip away common stumbling blocks into sin, to provide us with the means of self-perception that
we lack in our typical indulgence, and to begin to grow the seeds of virtue. All these are necessary if we are ever
to know even partially, or appreciate even menially, the 'depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of
God'.6 We must take up the task of our own purification, gifted by God and achieved only through His grace, that
we might approach Him on Christmas Day as did the Magi and the shepherds in Bethlehem:

Come, O ye faithful, inspired by God let us arise and behold the divine condescension from on high that is made
manifest to us in Bethlehem. Cleansing our minds, let us offer through our lives virtues instead of myrrh,
preparing with faith our entry into the feast of the Nativity, storing up treasure in our souls and crying: Glory in
the highest to God in Trinity, whose good pleasure is now revealed to men, that in His love for mankind He may
set Adam free from the ancestral curse. (Sticheron of the Sixth Hour, Christmas Eve)

Source: Pravoslavie.ru




Bbo:xuhHau nmocr

YceranosspaBame boxxuhHOT mocTa, Kao U IPYTHUX BUIIIEIHEBHUX IIOCTOBA, IATUPA CE Y IIPBE BEKOBE
Xpumrhancrsa. Beh og IV Beka cBetu AMBpocuje Munaucku, @unucrpuje, 671a:keHU ABIYCTHH TOMUELY
y cBojuM fenuma boxxuhau mocr. Y 'V Beky je o BoxkuhaoM mocty nucao Jlas Besuku. [TpBoGuTHO je
Boxxuhuu mmoct Tpajao 3a jefHe xpuiithaHe cefiaM JjaHa, a 3a pyre - Majio ayske. Ha cabopy 1166.
TO/IHE KOjH je O/Ip;KaH Y BpeMe KOHCTaHTUHOIIOJbCKOT MmaTpujapxa JIyke i BUBaHTH]CKOT Ijapa
Manywia cBuM XpuirthanuMa je 6uo HapeleHo a MoIITyjy 40 - JHEBHU IIOCT YOUH BEJTUKOT IMPa3HUKa
Xpucrosor Pohema. AHTHOXU]jCKY ITaTpHjapXx BascaMoH je nucao, fa "je cam Cpjatujeru I[TaTpujapx
peKao Jja mako JaHu TUX rmoctoBa (Ycnemwckor u boxkuhHor) Hucy ojipeljeHH MpaBWiIOM, TOTPYANUMO ce
MehyTuM /a coreZluMOo HEMMCaHO MPKBEHO Ipeiambe U y>KHU CMO J]a TIOCTUMO ...07] 15 JaHa HoBeMOpa".
BokuhHu 1ocT je mocsey BUIIEHEBHHY ITOCT y ToAuHH. [lounmbe 14/27. HoBeMOpa u Tpaje 710 24.
nernieM0Opa/6. jaHyapa, Tpaje ueTp/ieceT JaHa U 300T TOTa ce Y I[PKBEHOM YCTaBy Ha3UBa
YeTpaeceTHUIIOM, Ka0 U Bestuku mocr.

BosxuhHu 1oCT je yecTaHOB/BEH pajiul Tora Jja 6ucMo ce mpe AaHa XpuctoBor Poljema ouncriiu
TOKajarbeM, MOJIUTBOM U IIOCTOM, KaKO OMCMO YHCTa CPIia, AYIIe U TeJla MOTJIA Ca CTPAXOIOIITOBAHEM
na nouekamo CuHa Boxkujer Koju ce jaBuo cBery, u j1a 6u My nopej OOHYHHUX JIapoBa U »KPTBH,
TIPUHEJTN Hallle YUCTO CPIIE U KeJby Ja ciieuMo Hberopo yueme. YTeMe/buTe/heM XpUIThaHCKOTa
rogBura cMarpa ce cam 'ocrioz Hat Mcyc Xpucroc, Koju je yOUH CTylama y OABUT UCKYTJbeEha poja
JbYJICKOTA YKPEIuo cebe AyroTpajHUM IOCTOM. Y cBU MOJIBHKHUITY, TIOUHbYhH Aa cmyske [ocrozy,
HA0PY?KaBaJIU Cy Ce ITIOCTOM UM HUCY JIpYKUYHje CTyIaIu Ha myT Kpcra HO cripoBojiehu mocT.

* MojcuHje mocsie mocTa off UeTpAeCeT AaHa YCYAHO ce JIa ce MOIHe Ha Bpx rope CuHaja, U 1a IPUMHA O]
Bora mioue ca jieceT 3amoBecTH.

* Benmkor jynaka CaMriicoHa je mocT yanHuo HermobeauBuM. [Ipeko mocra je 3auer y yrpobu MaTepe
cBoje. IToct ra je poxnwuo. ITocr ra je onojuo. ITocr ra je ogxpanuno. OHaj MOCT KOjer je oapenuo anheo:
"Jlere koje hern poauTu, He Tpeba /1a OKycH HUIIITA OJ1 IUIOZ0Ba BUHOTrpaaa. Hehe nutu BuHa HUTH
6w10 Koje apyro onojHo nuhe". JIok je CaMIICOH KUBeO ca IOCTOM, ToOehiBao je Ha Xusbajie
duucrejana, pymno BpaTta yrBpl)eHuxX rpasioBa, 3a/1aBuo pykaMma jaBa. MehyTum kaja je HammycTuo
moct 1 Jlasuzia ra HaBesia Ha MUjaHCTBO U Yy 61y, 610 je 3apo6sbeH, OCTIEIUBEH U UCMEjaH 0T CBOjUX
HempujaTesba.

* TTocsie mocTa o1 YeTp/ieceT JaHa y/I0CTOjHO ce Mpopok Miuja a ce cpeTHe ca I'ocrioziom siurem y
sutie. [Tocste mocTa Backpcao je yMpJIo JieTe U IT0Kas3ao ce jauuM o cMpTu. ITocsie mocra 3aTBOPHO je
HebO /1a He Tajia KUIlla 32 TP U 1o roguHe. To je yauHUO /1a 61 OMeKIIao TBPIOKOPHOCT CpIia
V3panspana Koju cy ce OIH IpeAaIn pa3Bpary u 6e3akomy. Tako je n3a3Bao MPUHY/IHU MTOCT Y I[E€JIOM
HapOJIy, JIOK Ce He MOKajy U UCIIPaBe CBOje Ipexe, KOjH Cy MPOUCTEKIIN 0T yI0OHOT U pa3HEeKeHOT
JKUBOTA.

* IIpopok JlaHm10, KOju 3a JIBaJieceT JlaHa HUje OKYCHO Xyieba HUTH ITHO BOJIE, IOYYHO je YaK U JIaBOBe
na rocre. [J1a/iHY JTAaBOBU HUCY T'a PACTPIJIH, KAO0 /A je IMAo TeJI0 Off KaMeHa Win 6aKpa UIu HEKOT
apyror TBpaor MaTepujaina. I[Toct je ojauao Teso IIpopoka ¥ yYUHNO ra HEIOBPEAUBUM 32 3y0e 3BEpH,
Kao 1mTo 60ja YMHU IBOKI)e HEIOBPEAUBUM 3a phy.

* JKusot Ceror JoBana Kpcruresba 610 je HerpekuiHu nocT. Huje nMao HU KpeBeTa, HU TpIie3e, HU
WMama, HU CTOKe, HU MaralijiHe XpaHe, HUTH OWJIO IIITa IPYTO O OHOTA IIITO Ce CMaTpa HEeOIIXOIHO 3a
»kuBoT. Ho ymipaBo 360r Tora 'ocmio je mocBemouno Aa je oH "HajBehu oz poljeHUX o skeHe".




* TToct je moaurao o Tpeher Heba u Antoctosia [Taesa. Fbera uak yopaja y HEBoJbe U CTPa/iarba Koja je
ITO/THEO Y CBOME MHCHOHAPCKOM PajIy 3a cJIaBy BOKHjy U criaceme Jby/In.

* IToct je MOhHO opysKje IpoTUB AieMoHa. "OBaj po/ (IeMOHCKH) He U3TOHHU C€ HUYUM JIPYTHM, /IO CAMO
MOJIUTBOM H ITOCTOM", pekao je cyc HakOH HCTepHBaiba IeMOHa Koju je 610 00y3eo jeaHor muiaauha.

Mu He Tpeba /1a yMPTBJbYjEMO CBOje TeJI0, HETO cBoje cTpacTh. [IoCT He 3HAUH Jja ce caMO y3/Ip:KaBaMo
0/l MpPCHE XpaHe, Beh je To IpBEeHCTBEHO O/IpUIIAEhe O] 3JI0YECTUBUX MUCIIH, KeJba U Jieia. TeecHu
IIOCT je CBAaKaKO HEOIIXO/THO IIOMONHO CpesicTBO y 60pOU IMTPOTUB CTPACTH, HAPOUUTO ITPOTUB TOPIOCTH
KOja ce cMaTpa KOPEHOM CBAKOT Jiajber 371a. CTBapaH IOCT je IPBEHCTBEHO y3/IPIKaBakhe O] CBaKe
oxore. be3 yXoBHOT 1OCTa, KaXKy OIH, caM TejiecHU nocT bor He mpuxsara. [Toct uma y mpBoM peay
JTIyXOBHU CMHCA0 U OH je OPTaHCKHU ITOBE3aH Ca IeJIOKYITHUM JAYXOBHUM KUBOTOM. CTBApHH ITOCT
MIPUBO/IA YOBEKA CMUPERY. A y CMUPEY YOBEK CTHUE Ca3HAE, /]a 32 UYOBEKA CIIACEHhe JIEXKU JeJTUHO Y
Bory, y seroBoj mutoctu. Koj cTuiiama CBUX BpJIMHA U KOJ| UCIYEEHha CBUX 3aII0BECTH, CBETH OIIU
npuajy BpuHu pacyhuBama HajBehy BaskHOCT. PacyhuBarme 3Haun map pas3inkoBama OHOTA IIITO je
KOPHCHO, ¥ OHOTa IIITO je IITETHO - TAMO I7I€ je KCTUHA, U TaMO TJie je jak. JlaB Besiuku nuie: "Camo
MIOIIITOBAkhE Y3/IpKarha je o/ipeljeHo y ueTupu BpeMeHCKa IePUo/ia, KaKo OUCMO ¥ TOKY TO/IMHE
CIIO3HAJIM /Ia HaM je HEIPeCcTaHO HEOIXOJHO OUHUIIhere U 1a IPU PacejaHOCTH JKHBOTA YBEK Tpeba Jja
ce TPYAMMO /1a TIOCTOM ¥ MUJIOCTHE,OM YHCTHMO T'PeX, KOjU ce YMHOKaBa 300T TeJIECHUX CJIa00CTH U
HEUHCTOTE JKesba' .

IIpema peunma JlaBa Besmkor, boxxuhau moct je :xptBa bory 3a cakymbere mrogose. "Kao 1mto je
HaMa ['ocrio; moapuo oBo3eMasbCKe IUIOZIOBE, - IUIIE CBETUTEh - TAKO U MU Y BpEMe TOT ITocTa Tpeba
Jla OyzmeMo Japek/buBH IIpeMa cupoMaiiuuma’. ITpema peurnma Cumeona CosyHekor, "oct boxxkunhne
Yerpaecernurie n3obparkapa moct Mojcuja, KOju je IOCTUBIIN YETP/ECET IaHa U YeTpieceT Hohu
10610 Ha kameHUM Tabsiama Boxxuje 3amoBectu. A Mmu, nmocrehu yeTp/iecer 1aHa, co3epiaBamMmo u
npumamo KuBy Peu oz JljeBe, He HalpTaHy Ha KamMeHy, Beh oBarioheHy u poljeHy, 1 IpucajeiumbyjeMo
ce Hberosoj boxkanckoj mwiotu".

Cretu ®otuje nmarpujapx llapurpazcku Kaxe:

"IToct 6siaronpujatan bory je oHaj Koju mo/ipa3zyMeBa Iopes y3Ap Kamba O] XpaHe U yAa/behe 07 CBAKOT
rpexa, Mp:Kib€e, 3aBUCTH, OTOBapama, HEyMECHUX I11aJ1a, TPa3HOCI0B/ba U APYTUX 3a1a. OHOj KOjU IOCTH
caMo TeJIeCHO He Tpy/iehu ce y BpJIMHU JIMUX HA YOBEKa KOjH je carpajivio Jiemy Kyhy, aju y ¥0j KUBH ca
3MHjama u ckopnygjama."

Ja nac I'ocnod ykpenu y nocmy u 0a Ham cHaze 0a ced uckyuteroa
uzoprHcumo u 3adbaazooapumo My y dan Ebezoeoz Poljerva!

Cpehan 11 Borom 6narocaoseH ocT ,cl.'piara
Spaho 1 cecrTpe, Aa FajenHo godYexKanmo agaH
Xpumcrtosor pohersa v 3 apaBssby 11 pagocriu.




The Serbian Orthodox Church welcomes the decision of UNESCO which rejected the
proposal to receive so-called Kosova into its organization. The entire time Serbia and
the Serbian Orthodox Church sought for the delaying of this debate in order to avoid
unnecessary political confrontation, but since Serbia's request was denied voting took
place which showed that there was no readiness in UNESCO to make hasty political
decisions which endanger the safety of the Cultural heritage and the dialogue that
Belgrade is already leading with Pristina.

It is obvious that the issue of the spiritual and cultural heritage cannot be solved through politicization,
particularly in a situation where, after the war in Kosovo and Metohija, so many Christian Orthodox
shrines and cemeteries were destroyed. Confidence has to be built through deeds, not words, and
certainly not negating the very difficult situation in which our faithful people and our holy sites have
been living in for many years after the war in Kosovo and Metohija.

Thus, on this occasion the Serbian Orthodox Church calls for dialogue and confidence-building as the
only way to solve all problems and thanks all those countries that have given their support to the path of
dialogue and understanding.
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Cpncka IIpasocaaena I[pxkea noszdpas.ba odoayxky YHECKA kojom je 006ujer
npeo.noz 3a npujem m3e. Kocoea y o8y opzanuszauwjy. Cpouja u Cpncka
IIpaeocaasHna I[pxea cy cee epeme mpaxcuau 00aazarse oée pacnpase, Kako ou
ce uzbez2aa HenompeoHA NnoAUMUUKa KOHGpoHMayuwja, alu nowmo 3axmes
Cpouje Huje yceojeH, npucmynuao ce 2aacamwy koje je noxkasaao oa y YHECKY
unak He NOCMoju cNPeMHOCm 0a ce 00OHOcCe UcxXumpeHe noaumuyuke 00ayke Koje
yzpoicasajy 6e30edoHocm kyamypHe oawmuHe u oujanro2 koju beozpaod eeh eodu
ca IIpuuumunom.

OuuriemHo je fa ce MUTamke [yXOBHE U KyJITYpHE OallITHHE He MOXKEe pelllaBaTh
MIOJINTU3AIINjOM ITOCe0HO y CUTyallHju T7e je HaKoH paTa Ha KocoBy u MeToXuju yHUIIITEHO
TOJIMKO MHOTO XPUIITNAHCKUX MTPABOCJIABHUX CBETUHA U Tpobasba. [loBepeme ce Mopa rpaiunTi
JleJIiMa, a He PeUYnMa, a IOHajMamkhe HETHUPAkhEeM BeOMa TeIlIKe CUTYyaluje Y K0joj Beh rogmHama
IIOCJIe paTa >KMBH HaIll BEpDHU HAPOJI, U Hallle cBeTHibe Ha KocoBy u Metoxuju.

3ato 1 oBom nmpwinkoM Cprcka [IpaBociaBHa I{pkBa o3mBa Ha UjayIOT U U3TPATELY
IIOBEPEA KA0 jeINHU IIyT 3a pelllaBarbe CBUX ITpobiieMa U 3axBajbyje CBUM OHUM 3eMJbaMa

KOje Cy /iajie MOAPIIKY IyTy AUjajiora U pasyMeBamba.




The life of St. Sebastian of Jackson
(1863-1940)

This apostle of North America was the first American born Orthodox priest. His parents, llija and Jelena
Dabovic, were the first recorded immigrants on the West Coast. They lived in San Francisco, operated
a small shop, and were blessed with seven children. St. Sebastian was their fourth child who at baptism
received name John. He was born on June 21, 1863. His ministry in the Church started at early age.
After he finished high school he served his parish as a reader and teacher. Before he was sent to
Russia, he spent time in Sitka, Alaska, assisted with parish ministries at St. Archangel Michael
Cathedral. After three years of study at the St. Petersburg and Kiev Theological Academies, John was
tonsured a monk and received monastic name Sebastian in 1887.

That same year he was ordained a hierodeacon. He served as deacon at the San Francisco Cathedral
until Bishop Nicholas ordained him a priest on August 16, 1892. As newly ordained Hieromonk Fr.
Sebastian tirelessly preached the Gospel, served Divine Liturgies, counseled and established many
parishes throughout the country. During his life he conveyed the light of liturgical certainty and calm to a
world that was spiritually hungry and suffering. Archbishop Tikhon asked Fr. Sebastian to lead a
Serbian mission in the North American diocese, elevated him to archimandrite on August 15, 1905, and
sent him to Chicago, lllinois, where this holy man served as parish priest. In 1910, he asked for release
from the parish so that he could return to missionary work. Having spent three years at the newly
opened St. Platon Seminary in Tenafly, New Jersey, he went back to Serbia to serve as a chaplain in
the Serbian army in the Balkan Wars and WW |. After his brief visit to the Unites States of America in
1915 and 1917, the rest of his life he spent in Serbia where he peacefully reposed in monastery Zicha
on November 30, 1940, having his earthly remains laid to rest there until they were exhumed and
translated to Jackson, California, on September 1, 2007, at St. Sava Church, the oldest and one of
many Serbian Orthodox Churches in America that he founded in 1894.

Fr Sebastian built up souls, organized the Church, erected
houses of prayer, and was devoted to charitable work. In
addition to establishing many churches, St. Sebastian also
wrote many articles and sermons. His last spoken words
and wish were: The Heavenly Kingdom without end!
Meaning: the kingdom of the virtues whence the miracle of
eternal surprises bursts forth. The Holy Assembly of
Bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church during its regular
session held from May 14-29, 2015 inspired and guided by
the Holy Spirit decided that his name be added to the
Diptych of saints of the Holy Orthodox Church. From the
Holy archimandrite Sebastian Dabovich (1863-2013) we
realize how historical predicaments become a starting point
for knowledge of God and spontaneous praise.

From the celebration of the glorification of Sts Mardarije
and Sebastian may droplets of consolation fall upon the
heart of those who, living in the heart of America, seek
what is fair and honest.




The life of St. Mardarije of Libertyville
(1889-1935)

Born in village of Kornet, Ljesani County, in Montenegro, on November 2, 1889, to pious parents Petar
and Jela Uskokovic, he was baptized in his village church dedicated to St. George and received his
baptismal name Ivan. His mother was from the well-known Bozovic family. Both of his parents were
well respected in their community holding the office of leadership and particularly his father was a
captain of their clan.

Considering his parents’ status, young lvan was sent to further his education, first in Rijeka Crnojevic,
Cetinje, and then in Belgrade, Serbia. While in Belgrade, young lvan advanced his childhood desire to
serve God and the Church, and so from there he headed to monastery Studenica where after a short
period of novice life he gets tonsured to monasticism having received the name Mardarije. With the
decision of the Holy Synod of the Serbian Orthodox Church, now young hierodeacon Mardarije is sent
to Russia where he spent twelve years (1905-1917)

furthering his theological education and growing in wisdom. From there, the Holy Synod of the Russian
Orthodox Church sent him to the United States of America to organize the Serbian Orthodox Church.
On December 1, 1923, now archimandrite Mardarije is appointed as administrator of the Serbian
American-Canadian diocese with the see in Chicago and that same year he purchased around ten
acres of land in Libertyville, lllinois, where later St. Sava monastery was built. He was elected by the
Holy Assembly of Bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church as the first bishop for the newly established
diocese in America on December 7, 1925, and his consecration took place on Palm Sunday, the Feast
of the Entrance of Our Lord Jesus Christ into Jerusalem, on April 25, 1926.

From then on His Grace Bishop Mardarije, the first bishop of the Serbian
Orthodox Church in North and South America, labored tirelessly in building
churches, St. Sava monastery in Libertyville, sowing Christian love, spread
peace, preached and witnessed the Gospel of Christ throughout his
diocese. In spite of inescapable wordly trends, he lived spontaneity of truth
and a provision of grace, just because Life has dawned from the Tomb,
and is dawning still. Having labored as bishop for a little over nine years he
died peacefully on December 12, 1935, hospitalized in Ann Arbor,
Michigan, while writing his last Nativity Encyclical to his beloved flock. His
earthly remains were laid to rest at St. Sava monastery in Libertyville. The
Holy Assembly of Bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church during its
regular session held from May 14-29, 2015 brought forth a decision that his
name be added to the Diptych of saints of the Holy Orthodox Church.

From the Holy Hierarch Mardarije, we see how the grace of God reaches the heart of our cities,
bringing to the confusion of the world the breeze of the Spirit and the serenity of the Age to come.




KpcHa cnasa ko Cpba

MpoxpuwhaHcka je Bepa, og bora Ham pata u og CBetux Anocrtona npepaHa, ga cnasumo bora u Hberose
Ceetutesme. CnaBmerbe bora u Boxujux yroaHuka: AHhena, Anoctona, [popoka, MyuyeHuKa, CBeTuTesba,
MpenogobHux n ceux MpaBeaHMKa, jecTe Haw XpUWhaHCKM NPaBOCNAABHM KMBOTHM CTaB, KOjUM MCMOBEAAMO Bepy
CBOjy Y NPaBu LM/b U CMUCAO HALLEr /bYACKOr }XMBOTa U OBAE HA 3eM/bU U Y BEYHOCTY.

C/NIABA KO CPBA

CeTo npegarbe 0 cnaB/berby bora u cnase Boxuje y CeBeTma, npummnam cmo M mu MpasocnaBHu Cpbu og ceetor
hupuna n Metoamnja n og, Ceetor Case. 3aT0 M CNABMMO CBaKe Heaesbe U CBAKor npasHuKa Xpucta bora n Cnacutema
Hawer u Hberosy MpecseTy boromajky u ceete aHhene n CeeTutesbe boxkumje. Cnasumo mx Hajnpe ca yenom Lipkeom
boxujom, y CBOjOj Napoxuju U CBOMe Xpamy, Kafa Halla MapOXMjCKa LPKBA MAM HAW MAHacTUP CNaBWU XPaMOBHY
cnaBy, TO jecT cBora CeTuTe/ba Kao cBora HebecKor 3alITWTHMKa, Kora MCTOra AaHa C/llaBe M CBM MPABOC/AABHMU
xpuwhaHu y ceeTy.

OTyna, cBeTa c/aBa, Kao onwTexpuwhaHCKo M CBELPKBEHO c/aB/berbe bora u Boxujux CBeTaua, HUje camo CPCKM
06u1yaj, jep cnasy cnaBe U CBM OCTaIN NPABOC/IAaBHM Y CBETY.

Anu CeeTn OTay, Cpnckun, CaBa PaBHOaNoCTONHK, Aa0 je Hama Cpbuma u jegHy nocebHy cprncky gomahy cnasy — Halwe
KpcHo Ume, To jecT 6narocnoBuo je Hawy CPRcKy NopoAauyHy cnasy: [la cBaka cpncka nopoguua, ceaka Kyha u
AoMahnHCTBO cnaBu oHora CBeTUTE/bA HA YMjU CY A@H HALIWM NPeLn U NPaoLy NpMMnUAM XpUcToBy BEPY U KPCTUAMU ce y
mme Csete Tpojuue. To je agakne Hawa Cpncka KpcHa Cnasa nam KpcHo Vime, 3a Koje Halw BepHU HApog, C NpaBom
Kaxe: ,, Ko KpcHo Mime cnasu, oHo my 1 nomaxke!” Hawa KpcHa Cnaga, Kojy cnaBumo nocebHo y CBaKOM AOMY U CBaKOj
nopoamLn, MOAUTBAMA CBETOra KOra C/1aBUMO OXKMBJ/baBa Y HaMa U Ayllama HalUM CBETY U CBET/IY YCMOMEHY Ha OHaj
[OaH KaZa CMO ce MOPOANYHO KPCTUAN XPUCTUjaHU30BANM.

Cnasehu Hawy gomahy CnaBy, MM He MpecTajeMo CNaBUTU M CBOjy LIPKBeHY, xpamoBHy CnaBy 3ajeHO ca CBOjoM
bpahom U1 cecTpama MapoxujaHMma, U TO je Halwa 3ajegHnuka Ceeta Mpecnasa. A Kaga cnaBMmo cBojy aomahy wm
NopoAMYHY CNaBy, He CNAaBMMO je oneT camu y Kyhu, Hero Hajnpe ca ocTanum npasociaBHUM xpuwhaHuma y Lipksu,
Ha 3ajegHuuYkoj Ceetoj Cnykbu, CBeToj JIUTypruju, rae cy npucyTHM U cen Boxuju AHhenn u ceu Ceetu, U rae ce
CNOMMIbY CBM HALUWM KMBWU M YNOKOjeHW, Na TeK OHAa M y Aomy cBome. M y gomy, oneT He cnaBMMoO camu, Beh y
3a4py3u U 3ajegHMUM Ca CBAaKMM HaMepHUKOM BoXKmjum Koju Ham Tor gaaHa gohe y gom, makap 6o npocjak u
yb03KjaK, MOroToBy ca WM. Jep je 1 OH, Kao U CBaKM YOBEK, C/IMKa boXKnja n 6paT XpncTos 1 Halu.

CNABJbEHE CIABE Y NMPOLUNOCTU

M npeu xpuwhaHu cy Ha CMYaH HauyMH CNaBUAW CNaBy, Kao
LUITO M MW AaHac CNaBUMO, M Kao LUTO HaluK CBETU MaHacTMpw
M UpKBe AaHac cnase: nocne 3asplieHe Csete Jlutypruje y
Xpamy, CBWM MPUCYTHU MAY 3a jedHy 3ajefHUUKy Tpnesy
JbybaBM: CBM Ce 3ajeiHO ca CBelTeHMKoM rnomone bory, y3
ceeTy Boauuy, ceehy M TamjaH, 3aTum ce 61aroc/0BK CBETO
UTO U NPEeoMKN U Npesuje BUHOM CBETW Konay, U oHAa ce
MOMEHY CBM HallM CPOAHMLUM Ha 3em/bl U Ha Heby, na ce
OHAa, Y3 /byb/betbe U MONUTBEHE Ke/be W YecTUTake, CBU
3ajefiHO yTellle 3a OMLWTOM TPMe3om, OHUM WTO je bor Aao u
nomahuH cnpemmo. A cee To ce YnHK y CnaBy Boxujy 1 y yacT CBeTora Ymju ce CBETU CMOMEH Tora 4aHa Cnasu.




Cnas/berbe bora mn Hberosux Ceetutesba M y ApesBHOj XpuwhaHcKoj LpKBM M gaHac y 4MTaBOM MpPaBOC/AaB/by,
HeoABOjMBO je of 3ajeaHnyKe CBeTe JIMTypruje y xpamy U of 3ajeAHM4Yaperba CBUX BEPHMKA Yy CBEMY OHOME LUTO je
Boxunje n wto je og bora 6narocnoBeHO: y 3ajeAHULM Y BEPU U UCTUMHU, Y BharogaTn U Jbybasu, y CBETOM MOCTY,
nokajarby U Mpuyewhy, y 6narocnosy 3ajegHUyKor jena u nuha, y mehycobHom nowtery M nomaramy, y 6paTckoj
3ajegHuum ca Xpuctom u ca ceauma Ceetuma. Jep Lipkea boxuja MNpasocnaBHa n HUje Apyro, A0 3ajeaHMUA CBUX Y
Xpucty BorovoBeky. Y tbemy Koju je MpseHal, mehy mHorom BEpahom, a Bpaha cy Hberosa, npe ceera, CeeTntesbu, a
OHAa Ca tbMMa M CBM MU, HberoBu 1 HUX0BM CBEYAPU, KOjU CMO 3aTO M No3BaHu og, bora ga 6ygemo ceeta 6paha u
cabpaha Xpucrosa, cMHOBM boxuju no 6narogatv y CuHy boxkujem no npupoam, Kako Benn Ceetn ATaHacuje Benunku.
CeeTa KpcHa CnaBa ynpaBo M MMa Taj CMMCAO0 M 3HaYaj: Aa CBe HaC OKYNu U CjeauHuU y jegHy npaBy 6paTcKy Xpucrosy
3ajegHuuy, y Ceety LipkBy Kao Cabop Boxuju, kao Cabparbe aeue boxuje M y yact CBeTUX, Ha Halle cnacerbe u
000KeHe, Ha O4YOBEYEHE U OXPUCTOB/bEHE, HA BOrOYroHO 3aApYKEHe U Cjeutberbe ca bMMa, Halwmm Crasama, u
NPeKo HMX ca XPUCTOM, HALLOM BEYHOM U HenponasHom CnaBom.

C Tora ce Ha cBakoj aomahoj M UPKBEHOj cnaBu neBa oBa Oorom pJaHa necma LUpkee Hawe:

[aHac Hac 6narogar Ceetora [lyxa cse cabpa,
1 cBu ca Kpctom Xpucrosum Ha cebu rosopumo:
»bnarocnoseH Koju gonasu — Xpucroc Cnacuresb — y ume focnogme:
CNABA BOTY HA BUCUHU!”

KAKO TPEBA IA CNABUMO CN1ABY?

Mpocnas/bakbe cnase je, Aakne, u3pas Hawe baazodapHocmu boey3sa cea 0obpa Kojuma Hac je 063apuo u moaumsa
Hemy (u Hawem Ceemumerby 0a byde Hawum mMmoaumeama nocpedHuUkK nped focnodom) — da Hac cayysa o0 371a u 0a
Hac yrnymu Ha npasu rnym y ¥usomy. 3aTo ce c/laBa Mopa NpocaaB/baT Y TOM CMUCAY, Ca TUM Y3BULLEHUM LM/bEM, A
He paau rowhemba, jena n nuha. CBevyap M YNaHOBU HETOBE NOPOAMULE TOra AaHa Ce HapoYnUTO Mopajy cehaTu XuBoTa
n aena ceora CBeTuTes/ba, KOra C/aBe M YNOPEAUTU Ca HEFOBUM XUBOTOM CBOj XXMBOT M Aena. YOUMBLUN Pas/vKe,
Tpeba Aa CBOj *KMBOT Nnogelwasajy npema CeeTute/beBom npumepy, jep he Tume Hajbosbe M Hajnenwe NPocnaBUTU
Hbera, 3alTUTHMKA HbMXOBOT AOMA M HbMXOBOT MOJIMTBEHUKA Npes Focnogom.

Mpea NpeceyHMm U LPBEHUM BUHOM MpPesnBEHMM CNaBCKMM Konadyem, cBevap Tpeba ga ce ceTr BeNUKe XKPTBE, Kojy
je Tocnog Haw WMcyc Xpuctoc noAHeo 3a Hac cTpagarbem cBojum Ha Kpcty, na ga ucnuta cebe Aa v je cBojum
*KMBOTOM M pafoM AOCTOjaH Te Bennke Mptee? [a n je noCcTynno no Hayum XpUcToBoj? Je n nomarao CMpoMallHe U
HeBO/bHE BMMKHbE CBOje, Kao LITO je AyKaH Aa TO YYMHKU? Je Nu rnagHora HaxpaHwo, ronor ogeHyo, 6ocor obyo,
YKeOHOr HaMojuo; Aa /N ce CETUO OHMX, KOjU ce Hanase y 6ean n HeBO/bM, 43 /N UM je OJIAKLIAO0 KMUBOT, OTK/JIOHWO
b6eay M ymaroMo MyKe?

AKO HUje, HeKa AoHece YBPCTY O4YKY Aa To ybyayhe unmHuM Kag my je bor aao, jep y3anya my je Bepa, ako He YMHU
nobpa gena.

Bepa uncta n 6e3 maHe npeg borom u Ouem — Benu anocton Xpuctos, JakoB — jecTe oBsa: ,,06usnasumu cupome u
yoosuye y HUX08UM He8osbama U opxamu cebe HeornozareHo2 00 ceema”. Kakea je KopucT, 6paho moja, ako Ko
peuye fa MMa Bepy, a fiela Hema? 3ap ra Bepa Mo¥Ke cnacutu? Jep Kao LWTo je Teno 6e3 gyxa (6e3 gylwe) MpTBo, TaKo je
Bepa 6e3 gobpux gena mpTea — roBopu Ham oH (Mocn. JakossbeBa 1:27, 2:14, 2,26) n TMUMe HaM yKasyje NyT KOjum
Tpeba Aa naemo Kpos XKUBOT.

3aTo, HeKa NnameH cnascke ceehe BOLWTaHULE OCBETIM HALL YM, HEKA 3arpeje Halle ayule, Aa GBUCMO yno3Haau npasu
LM/b HaLer XMBOTA M NOKa3anun ce y CBOME KMBOTY Kao UCTUHUTA Aeua boxuja. Camo TakBO NpocnaB/bakbe CnaBe
6uhe focTOjHO Hac Kao xpuwhaHuHa, Na he U MonnTBe Hale BUTK yCanuLLeHe.

CBUM HAIIIUM ITAPOXHJAHUMA KOJU RE Y HAPE/THOM IIEPHO/IY IIPOCIIABUHTH
CBOJY KPCHY CJIABY, KEJTUMO CPEBRHO U BJIAI'OC/IOBEHO CBETKOBAIBE!




AS WE ARE DRAWING NEAR TO THE END OF THE YEAR, DURING THIS BLESSED
SEASON, WE PLEAD THAT YOU REMEMBER TO SUPORT OUR CHURCH AND IT’S
SALVIFIC MISSION IN THIS WORLD! THANK YOU!

IHPUBJTH/KABAJYBHU CE KPAJY I'O/TUHE | Y OBOM IIPASHUYHOM H bJIAI'OCIOBEHOM
HHEPHOILY, MOJTUMO BAC JIA CE CETHUHTE H HAIIIE IIPKBE H J1A BAIITUM
HAOHAITHIAMA IIOMOI'HETE HAIIIY MUCHJY Y OBOME CBETY! bBJIAI' O/TAPUMO BAM!

ONE
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X WH2J HE GIVES

REMAINS HIS F*f \‘5%‘ VER.~
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PLEASE FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK AT: https://www.facebook.com/groups/183123188467419/
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“For where two or three have gathered together in my name,
I am there in their midst.” Matthew 18:20

“I'0e cy 06a unu mpu cabpanay moje ume
Tamo cam u ja mely wuma.” Mamej 18:20

www.StSavaChurch-NW.org

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
SEATTLE, WA
PERMIT NO. 1703




