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Ynpasa LipkeeHo-wkoncke OnwTtuHe CBetn CaBa ca 0BOroAvlliHbbUM KYMOBUMA C/1aBe, MOPOAULLOM
Opnosuh, Bac cpaavyHo No3uBajy Ha NPOCNABY Haller 3alUTUTHUKA U NOKpoBUuTes/ba Ceetor Case, y
Hegesby 31. Maja 2015. roguHe.

MNpocnasa he 3anouetu Ceetom Jlutyprujom y 10:00, 3atum he ycnegutu moanteeHu onxopg, — Jiutnja
OKO LpKBe, 6narocusbarbe 1 pesarbe C1aBCKOr KoJlaua U XKUTa, HaKoH Yera he 6UTK nocayKeH
C/IABCKU PyYaK Y3 My3UYKKU NpPOrpam.

OOBPO HAM AoLwniun!

The Executive Board of the St. Sava Church-School Congregation, along with the sponsors-kumovi of
this year’s celebration, The Orlovic Family, cordially invites you to our SLAVA — CELEBRATION of our
Patron and Protector SAINT SAVA, Sunday, May 31st 2015.

Festivities will begin with Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am followed by procession around the church,
blessing of Slava bread and wheat, and then festal banquet with music program.

WELCOME!




SAINT SAVA, ARCHBISHOP OF THE SERBS

Rastko Nemaniji¢ the third son of Zupan (Tribal Leader) Stefan Nemanji¢ and his wife Ana.
Rastko was tonsured a monk in 1192 and was given the name of Sava at the monastery of St.
Panteleimon on Mount Athos. Soon after he went to the monastery of Vatopedi. In 1196 Zupan
Stefan Nemanja left his kingdom of Raska and became a monk and took the name Simeon
where he was tonsured at the monastery of Studenica which he had endowed some years
earlier.Two years later Simeon, together with Sava founded the Monastery of Hilandar on Holy
Mt Athos. Simeon died in 1199 and within a year was canonised and became St Simeon the
Myrrh-bearer.

Sava was ordained a deacon and a priest at Hilandar and later became an Archimandrite at
Thessalonica. Returning to Serbia in 1207 Sava brought with him the Relics of his father St
Simeon. With these relics he made peace between his feuding brothers Stefan and Vukan. By
the first decades of the 13th Century the Serbian state developed greatly under the wise and
Christ loving Nemanijic Family. In 1217 Stefan (Sava's elder brother) became the "First-
Crowned" Serbian King and in 1219, at the court of the Byzantine Emperor in Nicaea, Sava was
consecrated as archbishop by the Ecumenical Patriarch, becoming the first Serbian Archbishop.
At this time the Serbian Orthodox Church also became autocephalous (self governing).

By 1220 Archbishop Sava published the first Serbian Orthodox Code Krmciju or Nomokanon. A
year later he organised a church assembly or council and together with Stefan the First-
Crowned, outlined to the leadership and the clergy the dogma of the Christian Orthodox
Church.In 1228 Archbishop Sava performed a miracle by resurrecting his dead brother Stefan
who later became monk Simon. Today St Simon's relics are at the Monastery of Studenica.Sava
as archbishop performed the coronation of Radoslav 1228 and Vladislav 1234 both son's of
Stefan the First-Crowned.

In 1234 at the Church Council at Zica, Sava thanked all for the title of Archbishop and named
his pupil and follower Arsenije as the second Serbian Archbishop.

For the second time St Sava departed for the Holy Mountain. On his return he visited
Nicaea and then Trnovo the seat of the Bulgarian kingdom. At Trnovo St Sava became ill
and passed away to the Lord on the 14th (27th) January 1236.After several attempts with
the Bulgarians, King Vladislav finally transferred St. Sava's relics to the Monastery of
Mileseva in about 1237.

Regarding the date of his death V. Rev. Mateja Matejic writes in his Biography of St.

Sava (Kosovo Publishing, 1976): Both Domentijan and Teodosije left records stating that St.
Sava died in Trnovo during the night between Saturday and Sunday. However, they did not
mention the exact day it happened. For that reason, commemoration of St. Sava in the
Orthodox Church has not always been observed on one and the same day. Various Orthodox
Churches, in various periods, have honored
his memory on any of the following four
dates: 12/25, 13/26, 14/27 or 15/28
January. At present, in the Serbian
Orthodox Church, 14/27 January is the
official date of St. Sava’s passing away and
the date when he is commemorated.

The year of St. Sava’s death is still not
definitely established. Historians who
believe that he had died in 1235 are as




numerous as those who claim that he died in 1236. At present, the Serbian Orthodox Church
has accepted the year 1235. The transfer of St. Sava’s relics from Trnovo to Serbia was a
national event. Grief for the deceased spiritual father of the Serbian Orthodox Church was
blended with joy in that at least his remnants were brought home. From the border of Serbia all
the way to Milesheva Monastery, where St. Sava’s remnants were laid to rest, people met the
solemn procession on their knees, crying and lamenting the loss of their beloved teacher,
hierarch and leader. The most probable date of the transfer of St. Sava’s relics to Serbia is the
year 1237.

At the end of the 16th century the Ottoman Turks cremated the relics of St Sava at the Vracar
Mound in Belgrade on the 27th April (10th May) 1594. On this site stands one of the largest
Orthodox Churches in the world.
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SAINT SAVA
Sunday, May 31st. 2015

CJIABE
CBETHTEJ/bA
SAIITUTHHUKA CABE

Hepepa 31. maj 2015.




NMpeHoc mowTHjy

CBETOI' CABE, npBor Apxuenuckona Cpnckor

YcTaHoBIbeHO je y Hawoj ceeToj Cpnickoj MNpaBocnasHoj Lipkeu Aa ce npasHyje npeHoc MOLUTUjy CBETOT U
BoroHocHor oua Hawer Case, paBHOaNOCTOMHOT NpocBeTUTELA U yunterba Cpnckor. [peHoc mowTujy
CeeTtuterba CaBe | 61 3a Bpemc 6naroyectmBor kparba cprckor Bnagmcnasa 1237. roguHe, u TO 13
TpHoBa y maHacTup Munewcso. A To 61 oBako.

MowTo npohe roamMHa aaHa of 6naxeHor ycHyha Ceetora Case, (koje 61 13. jaHyapa 1236.r1.) n oa
caxpaHe cseTor My Tena y TpHoBy, Yy upksu Cs. Yetpaecet MydeHuka, cBebnaxeHn HaMECHUK H-eros
apxuenuckon ApceHuje paxanu ce 3a CBeTuM Kao 3a CBOjMM OLIEM U yuuTerbeMm, na gohe
B6naroyecTnBoMm kparby Bnagucnay n peye my: ,Huje neno Hu npeg borom HM npeq rbyaMma ocTaBuTU
OLa Haller, paBHOANOCTOMNHOr yYnTersa, JapoBaHor HaMm oa XpucTa, Koju je MHore nogsure 1 6e36pojHe
Tpyae nogHeo paam Cprcke 3emrbe 1 yKpacuo je LpKkBaMa, KparbeBCTBOM, apXMenucKoncKumM
NpPecTonom, enuckonuma, u CBMMa yctaBuma 1 3aKkoHMMa, Aa HEeroBe cBeTe MOLUTY fiexe BaH Herosa
oTayacTBa v npecTona werose Lipkse, y TyNoj 3eMrbun. TBOja je Aakne AYKHOCT, Aa ra Ha CBaku Ha4yuH u3
Tyhe 3emrbe npeHecew y heroso otayacTtBo". Kparb ce Beoma obpagoBa npeanory apxuenuckona
ApceHuja, na nocna cBor HajyrnegHvjer 6naropogHvka kK cBome Tacty 6yrapckom Lapy AceHy ca Monbom
Aa my ga Teno Ceetora Case, cTpuyua, yunterba v 3aWwTuTHMKa ceora. [pounTasLum nMcmo, 1 YyBLIK U
ycmeHy Monby oA camor nocnaHuka, uap AceH ce oxanoctu, n ogrosopu: ,Kaga 6u Cetu 1 cBeTo Teno
HEroBO Nnexarno y Hac 6e3 YyacTu u naxmwe, npasegHo 6y 6uno ga ra TpaxuTe ga bucte my ykasanu
nowTtoBawe. Anu, nowTto ce CBeTun ynokojuo y bory mehy Hama, n nowTo HeroBo CBETO TeNo, Kao LWTo
BMAMLL, Nexu y Lupken Boxjoj ca Benvkom novawhy, wra oHga 3agajete Tpyda n CeeTome n Hama,
Tpaxehu ra?" U Tako ra oTnycTn npasHux pyky.

Kpare Bnagucnas onet nocna k uapy Aceny jow sehu 6poj 6naropogHuka, monehu n rosopehu: ,,Ako
caM Hallao MurocT npeg, Tobom, poauTeroeMm Mojum, He 3aTBapaj 04 MeHe O0Tayko munocphe; He
OCTaBrbaj Me Aa ce Tyrom notanam y XvMBoTy cBoM. [laj M1 cBeTe MOLLTK CBETOr rocnogmHa Mor v oua,
0a nx npeHecemMm y cBoje oTa4acteo". Llap Gewwe y Hegoymuum Wwita aa pagwm, jep je cmatpao ga, nuuuntim
ce Caertora, 10 je kao nuwunTK ce uapctea. OHAa nNpusBa naTpujapxa n cBOje CaBeTHWUKE, 1 nuTaLle ux
WTa Aa pagun, a OHM My pekoLle Aa HUNowTo He aaje Teno CeeTora, NOLWTO BENMOXE U caB rpaj
Heroayjy 36or Tora. Taga Lap Hanuca yTelHO NMCMO CBOMe 3eTy, kparby Brnagucnasy, na gogage 1 oBo:
.Kaga je bory 6uno yrogHo aa ce CeTu ynokoju mefly Hama, XpMcTOBMM BEpPHMMA, OHAA KO caM ja fa ce
npoTMBMM BOSbM BOXjoj, nu ga ce Ap3HCM y3HeMupuTy rpob u ceete mow T CBeTora, YyTOMMKO Npe LWTo
CBeTu HULITa HYje 3aBeLITao OJHOCHO CBOr MNpeHoleka. Cee, Aakre, WTO rof, XXenuil 1 MonuLL of
MeHe, CMHe Moj, pafo hy y4MHUTH; caMO Me HEMOj MpMMOopasaTn Ha OHO LITO je Hemoryhe y4nHuUTHK, jep
MU 1 naTpujapx 1 BENMOXe U cas rpad To 3abpakbyjy".

Buaoehu ga je uap Heymoreue, kpars Bnagncnas Gelwe y Hegoymuum wta aa pagu. Ho 6ojehn ce
yKopa v cpamoTe of, fbyau 1 rHesa of bora, Bnagmcnae ce pelun fa cam nge csome tacty. M nocna
npen cobom rnacHuke, Aa Aorasn ca MHOro CBOjuMX GraropogHuka, enmckona u urymada. Llap AceH
Joyeka cBora 3eTa Janeko ucnpeg rpaga ca cesakom novawhy v reybasreby. Ho kpars Bnagncnas, npe Ho
wTo yhe y uapcke Asope, 3amonu Lapa 3a gonywTewe Aa ca CcBuMma CBOjuMa oge Hajnpe v upksy Cs.
YeTpaeceT My4yeHuka, aa ce NoKroHM CBOME Oy U yyuTerby 1 Bennkom boxjem yrogHuky. Nponueajyhu
ropke cyse v ygapajyhu rmasom o 3emrby npeg rpobom CeeTora, kparb Bnagncnas my ce ucnosegatue
Kao XnBome 1 Morballe ra fa My onpocTu ako My je LWTo carpewmo. M rosopatlue: ,3Ham, ove, 3HaM, Moj
rpex Hajnpe y4vHu ga Tv noberHew o4 MeHe 1 Ja ce NpecTaBuLL BaH CBOra otavacTea, a U caga onet
oKametbyje LapeBo cpue Aa HaMm Te Heaa. Ho caxanu ce Ha MeHe 1 npeBuan rpexe Moje! Nako 36or
rpexoBa MOjuX HMCaM JOCTOjaH Ha3BaTu ce CUH TBOj, UNak Me He oAarypyj kao nopog 6para TBora, u
npMMK MeHe Koju ce kajem npefd Tobom, oye! Buagm mojy Tyry un Tpya moj Tebe pagu, 1 vyj Bepy mojy. He
OCTaBrbaj 0Ta4yacTBO TBOje paau Kora Cu NMogHeo MHOre NoABWUIC U TpyaoBe, HUTKM Me obnaun y ctug u
cpamorty, 6opasehu y Tyhoj 3emrsu. TBOjMM MonmMTBamMa Kk bory ycaseTyj Lapa ga mojy monby o 1ebm
WCNyHW, Ja ce He BpaTuMM npasaH n 6esHagexaH u oyaem ocpamoheH Hemajyhu Tebe ca cobom, oue".




Tako ce Bnagncnas ca nnayem gyro Morbaile Hag rpobom, ga My 1 nvue oTeye o MHOMMX cy3a. A
Luap ra nossa y ABOp, U Npupeaun My cnaerbe Bennko. Ho nayhe Hohu uapy ce jaBu y cHy aHhjeo Boxju y
obnuky Csetora Case u Hapeau My oa aa CeeTora, fa ra ogHecy y 3emiby Hapoaa werosa. Llap ce
curnHo npenage 36or Tora, U cyTpagaH ucnpuya ceoje Bufiere natpujapxy u senmoxama. OHu My
pekoLle Aa je caH UCTUHUT 1 Aa je To noceta of bora pagu CeeTora, n caseToBaxy uapa ga ga Ceetora
[a ra ogHecy y HeroBy 3emsby, Aa My LapCcTBO He by cHawna Heka 6eda. M Tako uap, 4o3BaBLUM CBOra
3eta BnagucnaBa, ucnyHum werosy monby n gossonu my aa yamc teno Ceetuterneso.

Bnaagwcnas, Koju Huje ovekmBao ga he Tako nako gobuTn AO3BOMY 04 CBOra TacTta, pagocHoO ce
MOKIOHM Llapy 1 U3 CBe Aylle My 3axBanu, jep cBoM Aywom ocehalle ga ce Tume oboratno 6oratcTeom
JparoueHujum o CBUX Lapckux pusHuua. NowTto ca enMckonuma y xpamy 6u otcnyxeHa ceeta
Jlutypruja, oHga 61 oTBOpEH HeroB YecHu rpod. Teno CeeTora 6u Haf)eHO NOTNYHO LIENO U HETIBEHO, U
Kao ga cnaea; Bnacu rnase v 6paga werosa 6exy cBeTne v uene, 1 MMOMUP Kao Hajnenwy MMpuc pasnu
ce o uernom xpamy. Tako ucto u gpso u npax rpoba CeeTtutersesor bor o6oratn npujaTHUM MUPUCOM U
HcuerbewMMa, Tako Aa, YyBLUM 3a CBe TO, TPHOBCKM rpafaHu ce y rommnna.ma ckynuwe aa suge Ceetora
n pobvjy oA wera ucuerberbe of cBojux Hegyra. VI gporoguiie cc Taga MHora YygecHa ucuerbema, o
Kojuma ce rosopw onwmpHuje y XXutnjy Ceetutersesom (noa 14. jaHyapom). YyBLum 3a MHora vyygeca
CeeTora, kparb Brniagucnas cc noboja ga ce uap He nokajc WTo je npuctao ga Hoce CeeTora, na
3anoBeau Aa ogmax nogurHy CeeTora u kpeHy Ha nyT y Cpbujy - A rpahaHm TpHoBa, a 1 OHM K3
YHYTpaLLH0CTH, OYro cy NoToM gonasunnu Kk CeetuteroesomM rpoby, JoHocKnu cBoje 6onecHuke, 1
nobujanu ncuer-emwa.

Hocehu cBeTe MoLITK CBETOr CTpULIA CBOT Y CBOjY 3eMrby, bnaroyectusm kparb Bnagucnae pagocHo
XuTalle ucnpepn kMBoTa, kao Hekaga uap Jasua ncnpeq Kosyera 3aseta, nojyhu ncanmve. A kag ce
npnbnmxm ca ceeTnm mowwTuma CeeTora, bnaxeHu apxmenuckon ApceHunje nsahe Ha cycpert ca
enuckonMma, urymaHvuma, 6rnaropogHmuuma v MHOLITBOM Bepyjyhnx, 1 y4mHyLEe AOCTOjHO MOKIOHEHE
CeeToMe, 1 LenuBalle cBeTe MOLLTU kerose kao boxjer yrogHuka. Kag Hapog Cpncku 4y o gonacky
CacTora, cnuealle ce ca CBUX CTpaHa fa Buam n aa ce noknoHu. A bor 6orato gaeawe 6narogart og
moLuTHjy CBeTora oHMMa Koju nx ce ca BepoM gotunyy. M mHorn 6onecHuum monuteama Ceetora gobuiie
ucucrberba o Hefyra cBojux. Kpare u apxmenuckon, ca enuckonuma, uryMaHnuma, MoHacuma,
GnaropogHvLHMa 1 MHOLITBOM Hapoaa, Howaxy CBeTora y Benmkoj pagocTH ca ncanMmuma m necmama. U
kag cTurowe y maHactup Muneweso, 3agyx0buHy kparba Brnagucnasa, Ty ra y upksu Cector BasHecera
locnogmer yecHo nomnoxwile v rpob koju My kpars Bnagucnas 6ewwe cnpemuo. W 6narovectrsum kparb
npupeau BenuKo NpasHHYHO crnaerbe y cnomeH CeeTora Case.

Mocne He MHOro BpemeHa, jeaHoM 60robojaxxrbMBOM 1 NOGOXHOM NpenogobHOM cTapLy Yy MaHacTupy
Mwuncwesy jaBu ce y cHy CeTu CaBa roBopehu, Aa HeroBe CBETE MOLUTW U3Bage 13 rpoda u nonoxe nx
ucnpepg rpoda y upkeu. To 61 yunweHo, noguroLle m3 rpoba NnpecBeTo TENO HCroBO YMTABO U
HETPYNEXHO 1 MMOMUPUCHO, U MOCTaBMLLE ra Hanpesa y LpKBuW, CBUMa Ha BUfeHe, MOKINOIbEHE U
ncuerbewe. Yl notom Guwie og cBeTMX MOLUTKjy MHOra Yy4ecHa UCLErbera, Kao LWTO O TOME OMLUMPHO
rosope xusotonucuu Ceetora — Teogocuje n lomeHTHjaH.

Monutsama CseTora oua Hawer Case YygoTtsopua, Nocnoge Ucyce XpHcte, CuHe Boxju, nomunyj
Cpncku pog v cBe NpaBocnasBHe, amMuH.

Tponap rnac 3.

MyTa WTo BOAM Y }KMBOT HACTaBHUK M NPBONPECTO/NIHUK U yuntesb 6U cu, jep Kag, oHo aohe, cBeTUTE/LY
CaBo, oTauacTBO CBOje NnpocBeT/in Jyxom CBeTMM U NOPOAU KAao MaC/IMHE A4PBO CBA OCBELUTEHa TBOja
yeZAa, U 3aTO Te aNOCTO/IMMA CanpecTo/IHa U CBETUTE/bUMA BPXOBHOT, nowTyjyhu, moanmo: Xpucra
bora mosu fa Ham gapyje BeanKy munocr!




PASTORAL REFLECTION ON THE SUNDAY OF PENTECOST

On this day, the fiftieth after Easter, we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost when the fullness of the Holy
Trinity was revealed through the coming of the Third Person of the Holy Trinity, the Holy Spirit.

On this day we sing that Christ 'made the fishermen most wise'. How did Christ do this?
Did he sit them on a school bench and proceed to teach them?

Did he give them advanced courses in Greek Philosophy?

Did he set them a translation from Hebrew into Latin?

Did he ask them to learn off by heart an Encyclopedia of Theology?

No, of course not. Instead He taught them humility and purity of heart, and then when they were ready,
He sent down from His Father the Holy Spirit. This humility and purity of heart, crowned by the Holy

H (®) Ly P E N T 6 CcCO ST Spirit, is the key to understanding, it

BLESSED ART THou, o IS Wisdom.
CHRJIST OUR. GOD,
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INTO THY NE€T. © dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in

LOVER. OF MMXAN,

Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus,
CLORY TO THEE!

and Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in
Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, Cretes and
Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God. (Act 2:9-11)

Each one of them was hearing the Holy Apostles speaking "as the Spirit gave them utterance" in their
mother tongue. But obviously for all the others, that would not understand it was gibberish. You can
appreciate now why the confusion in the crowd, because everybody would understand their language
but not all the others. However, an important thing was happening: Each individual person would
understand, for himself, the message of the Apostles. Christ the Word, the Logos, was given personally
to every person present, through the very familiar mean of the mother tongue.

This is the moment when it is revealed to the world the fact that Jesus Christ has now a new chosen
nation. The people of Israel betrayed Him, and now He is preparing for Himself a new nation sharing not
one language, but one Holy Spirit. This holy nation of God, is the Church, and Pentecost is its Birthday.
Christ is the Head of this Church and, we His people are its body. The Holy Spirit is the One that unites
man with God and men with each other. The nation of God is made not just out of people of Israel, not
just of people of the same origin, but of people sharing one baptism and one faith in Jesus Christ the
Savior. The Holy Spirit is the One that continues in the world the works of Jesus Christ, He is the One
that has created the Church but also the One that keeps it together. He is the one that brings new
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members in the Church, giving them the light of the faith. Through the Holy Spirit the Church was
formed, lives and grows.

Saint Simeon the New Theologian was saying " Like the candle, full with oil, and with a fresh wick, does
not shed light without being lit with fire, in the same way the soul is extinguished and dark until it is
touched by the light and Grace of the Holy Spirit"

This is why we need the Holy Spirit in us, so he can plant in us the seed of salvation and to make it grow
and shine within us. For this He has to come down in each of us, He has to humble Himself and come
down to our human level, so we can be taken up to His heavenly place.

But one thing we should remember, that He will not force anybody to become a citizen of the Kingdom
of God. Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, | will come
in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. (Rev 3:20).

Salvation is not something that it is imposed to us, or it is predestined. It is our choice. In Jerusalem the
Holy Spirit came down over the 12 Apostles because they were ready to receive Him. They were
prepared by the words of Christ. They will spread the same words to the nations and, when ready, the
nations will receive the Holy Spirit at their turn. We see, at the sermon of Peter, 3000 people received
the baptism of Christ. And this was only the beginning.

Salvation is, however, as we mentioned, something personal. It is up to each one of us to accept the
Holy Spirit and take up our personal Cross and follow Christ. Christ respects our right to choose, our free
will, but our free will is not manifested only in our power to choose what movie we'll see tonight or
what wine we are going to drink at a restaurant. Our free will is fully manifested in choosing the right
path of salvation, showed to us in the Church by the Holy Spirit. Free will is to freely choose a life in
Christ.

| know that sometimes following Christ is hard, fasting can be difficult, standing in Church painful,
praying too long can be boring, but | am sure that in those moments when we feel the Holy Spirit feeling
our hearts with joy, we forget all that is harsh and difficult, and remember only the joy of being united
with God, even for a brief moment.

An alpinist that climbs a mountain forgets all the difficulties of the road when he finally reaches the
peak, putting up the flag of his country. In the same way we should forget what is difficult and think of
the prize that waits us at the end of our earthly struggle, the entrance into the Kingdom of God.

We should never forget that we always have the most powerful ally with us: It is the Holy Spirit that
completes everything we do and makes perfect, as our Father from heaven wants us to be.

This why we joyfully sing today:

O Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, Who art everywhere and fillest all
things; Treasury of Blessings, and Giver of Life - come and abide in us, and cleanse us
from every impurity, and save our souls, O Good One.
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LET US NEVER FORGET SERBIAN KOSOVO & METOHIJA
HUKAOA HE BABOPABUMO CPINCKO KOCOBO U METOXWUJY

Devic Monastery

Devic Monastery near Srbica (Drenica district) was first built g5
in the first half of the 15th century, and was first endowed &
by Joannicius of Devic (born in the 14th century), the saint
with whom the past of this holy place is connected.
According to a folk legend, founding of the monastery is 5
ascribed to Despot Djuradj Brankovic, who had it built to the #
memory of his virgin daughter, which is how the monastery .8
got its name. The fact that Grgur, the son of Despot Djuradj,
presented the monastery with a bell in 1458, reinforces the
theory that the monastery is connected to the Brankovic
family. In the Turkish census from 1455, the monastery is
mentioned as the church of the Theotokos (dedicated to the
Entrance the Holy Theotokos Mary into the Temple) with monks. The Turks pulled the monastery down,
and it remained deserted until the re-establishment of the Patriarchate of Pec in 1557, during the time of
the Patriarch Macarius Sokolovic. The church and the site with the grave of St. Joannicius was
reconstructed, and was painted in 1578. The reputation that the monastery enjoyed in the 16th and 17th
centuries due to its saint's relics was increased by its fruitful transcription school. Monastery Devic
suffered the greatest devastation during World War Il. Albanians destroyed and burned the monastery in
1941, and savagely killed Damaskin Boskovic, the Prior (see picture down of the actual murder). Only the
grave of St. Joannicius, covered with stones from the destroyed church, remained in the monastery.
Reconstruction of the monastery began in 1947.

The monastery was reconstructed in 1954 and returned to active monastic life by the late abbes
Parasceva and her sisters who found only heaps of stones on the place where monastery had been.
Today there are eight nuns in the monastery who cultivate the monastery land by their own hands . The
greatest spiritual treasure of the monastery are the relics of St. loanichios of Devic who is known as a
great miracle-worker. Almost every day miracles and healings happen in this monastery.

During the Kosovo war 1998 - 1999 Devic monastery
was constantly exposed to harassments and threats
of local Albanians. Devic Monastery was looted and
vandalized again after the war. The marble tomb of
the patron saint St. Joanikije of Devic (15th century)
was desecrated by local Albanian extremists in June
1999. For three days nuns and hieromonk Seraphim
were exposed to humiliations and harassments.
Albanian extremists threatened that they will rape the
nuns and they had to give them their last penny in
order to avoid the worst. Fr. Seraphim was severely
beaten in the holy altar. It was only that a sudden
arrival of Fr. Radivoje Panic with a French military
patrol saved their honor and lives because KLA
militants after they had finished looting of the monastery planned to take the nuns and Fr. Seraphim away
and kill them. The French immediately posted guards around the monastery.

Nevertheless, after the attack of Albanian extremists Abbess Anastasia and her nuns remained in the
monastery and today live under the protection of the KFOR troops, completely isolated from the local
Albanian community. All Serb population from that area was expelled by extremists and their homes have
been looted and burned in the presence of UN Mission and KFOR troops.

10




ST. SAVA SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH NON-PROFIT ORG.

P.O. Box 2366 U.S. POSTAGE
[ISSAQUAH, WA 98027 < A;’TAL'E WA

PERMIT NO. 1703

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

JUNE 2015
MONTHLY BULLETIN

“For where two or three have gathered together in my name,
I am there in their midst.” Matthew 18:20

“I'0e cy 06a unu mpu cabpana y moje ume
Tamo cam u ja melhy wuma.” Mamej 18:20
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