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WE INVITE YOU ALL DEAR PARISHIONERS AND FRIENDS TO OUR ANNUAL PARISH
ASSEMBLEY, WHICH WILL TAKE PLACE AT OUR FELLOWSHIP HALL ON FEBRUARY
08™ 2015, AFTER THE DIVINE LITURGY. WE ARE ALL SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF OUR
CHURCH AND CHURCH BELONGS TO ALL OF US, THEREFORE, YOU PRESENCE IS
EXPECTED AND OF GREAT IMPORTANCE.

Nomination Committee Members — YnaHoBu HomnHaumoHor Ogb6opa:
Fr. Predrag Bojovic, Dejan Subotic, Danijel Plavsic.

THE MYSTICAL 300 OF QUR —=, AED WARS WITH HERCTICS

HOLY QRTHODOX CHURCH

"The Church is an earthly heaven in which the heavenly God dwells and moves." St. Germanus,
Patriarch of Constantinople (died 733)

NO3UBAMO BAC APAIT' NAPOXUJAHU U NMPUJATEIBU HA TOAULLKY MAPOXUJCKY
CKYMLWTUHY KOJA hE CE OAPXATWU NOCJIE CBETE JINTYPITNJE 08. PEBPYAPA 2015.
roanHE. MM CMO CBU CUHOBU U KhEPU HALLE LIPKBE U OHA MNMPUMNMALOA CBUMA
HAMA NOAJEOHAKO. CTOIA JE BALLE NMPUCYCTBO OYEKMBAHO U O[] BEJTUKOI
3HAYAJA!




THE GREAT LENT

Those people who belong to the Church merely out of habit or out of obedience to tradition
usually view Great Lent only as a time of self-restriction. Theoretically, such an attitude toward
Great Lent could be called negative. One must refrain from meat and dairy products, from
dances and other forms of entertainment, and at some point during Great Lent one must go to
Confession and Communion.

We encounter a different attitude toward Great Lent in those who belong to the Church not
through pious inertia, but who seek a faith that is conscious and aware. Such people cannot but
notice that during Great Lent, first and foremost, the very style of the Church’s liturgical self-
expression changes. It would be a mistake to see in this style merely an appeal addressed to us
for repentance and correction, although without a doubt this enters into the thematic of the divine
services during the time of Great Lent.

But the mission of the Church in the world does not consist of convicting people and calling
them to correction. In principle, any one of the numerous systems of moral philosophy would be
equal to such a task. Rather, the Church again and again reveals to us the fundamental truth of
the New Testament revelation, which is contained in the following: To be a Christian means to
experience the miracle of birth into a new life, and already here on earth to feel oneself to be a
citizen of God's Kingdom, revealed to us by Christ. In accordance with this, Great Lent is for the
Orthodox Christian, on the one hand, a time of radiant sorrow, and simultaneously with this, it is
a difficult journey, marked by struggle, to the shining and beautiful goal of the feast of the
Resurrection of Christ--Holy Pascha. Why have we called the time of Great Lent a time of
radiant sorrow? We experience sorrow because we are conscious that we have departed from the
— Father's house into a far country,
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the saints and ascetics-means to commune with that radiant sorrow which is the beginning of
spiritual renewal.

This sorrow is radiant because we know that God accepts us who return to Him with the very
same love and readiness to forgive with which the father accepted and forgave the prodigal son
of the Gospel parable. Therefore, this mystical union of sorrow and hope, darkness and light,




becomes the central theme of the whole period of Great Lent. God made me His temple; but the
temple needs cleansing and renewal, and | believe and hope that God will help me in this.

In the Vespers of Forgiveness Sunday, with which Great Lent begins, we hear the words of the
Great Prokeimenon--words simultaneously of sorrow and hope. "Turn not Thy countenance
away from Thy servant, for | am afflicted. Quickly hearken unto me, attend unto my soul and
deliver it." Great Lent lasts for forty days. The journey of the chosen people from Egyptian
slavery to the promised land lasted for forty years. Christ fasted in the wilderness for forty days
before he went out to His service of the Word and Sacrifice. Being sinless Himself, he gave us an
example of renewal through fasting. And for us this is a forty-day journey to the light of Holy
Pascha, for the feast of the Resurrection of Christ is not simply a great feast or even the greatest
of all the feasts of the Church year, but is the very essence and core of our faith. Without
immutable faith that in Christ we are victors, not only over sin but also over the imaginary all-
powerfulness of death, the preaching of the Gospel loses its meaning--for why bother to renew
and regenerate that which is in any case doomed to death, disintegration and oblivion. It is for
this reason, namely, the Apostle Paul says that "if Christ be not risen, then our faith is in vain"
(see | Cor. 15:14). Each word of the Christian Good Tidings lives and breathes by the miracle of
the Resurrection which is revealed to us through the exercise of faith, and the light of the
approaching Pascha illumines the days of Great Lent.

Fast Guidelines

Days The Holy Canons specify
Weelodays Abstinence No Abstinence
Clean MMonday to i eat ShEU-ﬁSh
Pascha (incl. Great Ezzs and Dairy Fruit
Saturday) Fish Vegetables
Oilivve Chl
Wine
Saturdays and Sundays Abstinence Mo Abstinence
Mieat
{except Great Saturday’) Egzs and Dary Shellfish
Fish Fruit
Vegetables
Olivre Ol
Wine
Annunciation (har 25) and Abstinence No Abstinence
FPalm Sunday Meat Shellfish
Egz= and Dairy Fruit
Vegetables
Fish
Olive Chl
Wine




BacKkpuwbu MNoct

MocT je y3aparkBare o4 ogpeheHe BpcTe xpaHe (MpcHe), Kao 1 o4, cBakor 06MKa rpellHnX gena, NoMUCan 1
esba.llopes MONUTBE, M CBEra LUTO CNYXKMU AYXOBHOM XUBOTY, CBeTH Oum NPUNKCYjy 1 NOCTY HAPOUUTY BAXKHOCT.
OHM cy nocmaTpanu Teno U Aywy Kao jeaHy LeanHy U Tako UX U TPETUPajy Y CBUM HUXOBUM MaHUbecTaumnjama.
[Jywa genyje Ha TeN0 KaKo *XMBOHOCHO, TaKO U CMPTOHOCHO,
WTO Yy 06paTHOM C/1yYajy UCTO M 3a TeNo 3Hauu. Hema

,D,Be ﬂMMEHSMje rnocra. oCTBapetba HU UCNyHeHa YOBEKOBE JIMYHOCTU aKo CBE cue
Aywe: pasym, Bosba u oceharbe, Kao 1 Tes10 y3ajaMHO He
o [lyxoBHa o TenecHa cypenyjy. Anum, To Huje moryhe noctuhu 6e3 npuxeaTarba NocTa,
W AyweBHOr 1 TenecHor.MocT He 3HauM Aa ce Camo y34pKaBamo
HHTenanBHIja MoTHTES » [Ip1BpEMeHO o, MpCHe xpaHe, Beh y NpBoj IMHMjU TO je ogpuLarbe o4,
el B MM Y3p)KaBatbe ofl 3/104ECTMBUX MUCAH, Kesba U Aena. TeNecHM NocT je cBakako

ApyriMa
Yanpxagaree Of rpexa u
bBopba npoTvB rpexa i CBOjMX
cTpacTi

KOHayMHMpatba ofjpefjexe
BPCTE XpaHe (XpaHe W

nnfia KUBOTHHCKOT i )
o nopeKna: Meco, jaia, Aasber 31a. Teno Koje y rpexy Mma 3ajeaHunyko yyelwhe ca

Uewifin opnazak Ha MIIEKO W MIleYHE Aywom, Tpeba ca HOM y U BpAMHAMA fa nma yyewha. CtBapaH
Ui npepafesutie) MNOCT je y NPBOj NMMHMN|U y3apKaBatbe 0f, CBaKe NOXOT/bUBOCTY.

HeonxogHoO NomohHO cpeacTBO 3a ycnewHy 6o0p6by NpoTus
CTPaCTU, HAPOUMTO MNPOTUB FOPAOCTM KOja je KOPeH CBaKor

Yuraree Ceetor MucMa

s ———— YTremesputesb xpuwhaHckora nogsura, Cnacutess Haw Ucyc

Xpuctoc - CnH boXju, youm cTynarba y NOABUT UCKYN/beHa Poaa
JbyAcKora, yKpenuo je cebe gyrotpajHum noctom. U cen
noABuKHUUM, Nountbyhun ga cayxe focnogy, HaopyKaBaau Cy ce NOCTOM U HUCY APYKYMje cTynaam Ha nyT Kpcta
Ho cnpoBoaehu nocr.

Capa cneam Backplutu MocT (3BaHK joww Benunku n YacHu MocT) Koju Tpeje 7 ceamuua. OH je nopes MocnonHcKor
MoCTa HAjCTPOXKM)U. Y/be je L,03BO/bEHO CAaMO Cy6OTOM M HeAe/bOM, Kao M Ha U3BECHE NPa3HUKe, AOK Ce OCTaIuM
AaHMM NOCTU Ha BoAM . TaKo Ha npumep, NocT je Ha aaH CeeTux YeTpaeceT My4yeHWKa paspeLleH Ha y/be U BUHO.
Ynotpeba pube, y/ba M BUHA A03BO/bEHA je Ha NPA3HUMK LiBeTn Kao 1 Ha baarosecTu, YyKONMKO He Nazajy 3a Bpeme
CtpacHe cegmunue.

Benuku nocm je epujeme mpaxcera CMUCAA: CMUC/AA 81aCMUMO2 NPoghecuoHaAHO2 Husomd Kao
npu3uea; cmucsaa mo2 odHoca npema opy2um ocobama; cucsa u 3Ha4aja npujamesocmea; cmucna
moje o02080pHocmu. Hema nocna, Hema npu3uea Koju He 6u 6ap masno mozao da byde
«mpaHcgpopmucaH», anu He y cmucay eehe edpukacHocmu unu 6osee opaaHusayuje, eeh y cmucny
spy0cKe spujedHocmu. Oedje je nompebaH ucmu Hanop yHympauwe op2aHu3ayuje ceux HaWuUxX
odHoca, jep cmo mu cn10600Ha rydcka buha, Koja cy nocmana (yecmo u He 3Hajyhu) 3apobreeHuyu
cucmema Koju npozpecusHo 0exymaHu3yje caujem. AKo Hawia ejepa uma HeKU cmucao, oH mpeba oa
obyxeamu »#usom y ceoj He2080j KomnsaeKcHocmu. Xuseade sbydu mucsne 0a npomjeHe 0onase camo
cnosvba, 00 pesoayyuja u npomjeHe cnosbawrbux ycnoea. Mu xpuwhaHu mpeba da dokaxcemo oa y
cmeapHocmu cee 00/1a3u U3Hympd - U3 ejepe U u3 xuseoma cazsadacHoz ca sjepom. Kada ce Lipkea
YK/bYyYUA Y 2PYKO-PUMCKU C8Ujem, Huje Xu20cana porncmeo, Huje no3ueasna Ha pesoayyujy. Aau
HbeHa ejepa, heHa HOBa 8U3Uja YoejeKa U ¥usoma, npozpecusHo cy oHemozyhasasne nocmojame
porncmea. JedaH 00 ceemux - a oedje ce Moo caemum NoApaA3ymjeea 4osjeK Koju ceojy ejepy ysujek
036usbHO y3uma - yYuHuhe suwe 3a nNpomjeHy ceujema He2o Xusbade WMAMNAHUX Npoz2pama. JeduHu
npasu peesosyyuoHap y 080M ceujemy je - Hosjek ceemoe 3 ueoma.

Csaku XpuwhaHuH 61 Npe NoyeTKa nocta Tpebao Aa NopasroBapa ca CBOjUM CBELUTEHUKOM AW SYXOBHUKOM U
YTBPAM KOja BPCTa NOCTa 04roBapa HajBuLle Herosum AyXOBHUM U GU3MYKMM CHarama. He moKe CBaKo Aa npumm
Ha cebe CTpOro NpPasw/Io y3apsKasarba UM Aa Ce UM CBera WTo My je noTpebHo 3a onaklwarbe Hemohu. Osae
cnagajy HapouunTo aeua, cTapu, 60NeCHN, TPYAHMLE M A0ju/be, Kao U OHM Koju 06aBsbajy TewkKe GM3nUYKe Nocnose.



http://sr.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%98%D1%81%D1%83%D1%81
http://sr.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%98%D1%81%D1%83%D1%81
http://sr.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%91%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8

B/IATOCUJbAE JIOMOBA OZ1 BOITOJAB/bEHA O BACKPCA

Bnarocu/barbe goMoBa TOKOM 60rojaB/beHCKOTr NepMoaa je ayra Tpaguumja Hawe Ceete MpaBocsiaBHe
LpKBe, Koja y cebu Hocx npeneno 1 cafprKajHo 3Hayere. HakoH Be- ankor Bogoocsehera Ha Taj
npasHuWK, obnyaj je fa NapOXMjCKM CBELUTEHMK NOCETU AOMOBE CBOjUX BEPHUKA, AoHocehn ca cobom
“6narocnos JopgaHa”. CBeLITEHMK NPO- U3HOCK CBEYAHE MOJINTBE, KOjUMa NOHOBO noceehyjemo cBoj
[0M NpBOOBUTHOj HameHU: aa Byae mecTo y Kojem he Ucyc XpucToc BoguTh nopoanuy no nyty
npasegHocTU. byayhu aa je oBo Bpeme y Hawoj LipkeK Kaaa ce cehamo fonacka XpuCToBOr M NOYeTKa
HberoBor ciy»kera Kaga je cuwao y JopaaH aa 6um la kpectmo Cs. JoBaH lMpeTeya, npuroaHo je aa Nocnog
yhe y oBO Bpeme 1 y Hal Aom 1 Hale cpue. Noaceha Hac ga ce mopamo “rokajatu, jep ce NpudaAnKnIo
Lapcteo Boxuje” (yn. M. 4, 17).

MpaBocnaBHKU XxpUwhaHW Mmopajy 3anamTuUTK 4a ce CBe Mopa PaanTh y cnaBy Focnoarby. 3aTo Hawu
OOMOBM, rae NpoBOAMMO BEJUKU A0 CBOT KBa/IMTETHOI BpEMEHA ca NoOpoAMNLOM, MOpajy ce peoBHO
6narocusbati n oceehnBatu, ocno- cobsbyjyhun Hac ga ce 60pMMO NPOTUB CaTaHCKMUX UCKYLLEHA.
MponucaHa MoMTBA KaZia Ce Haln AomoBM bnarocusbajy Ha borojas/barbe AMBHO AoYapaBa 3HaYaj OBor
roanwrer obpeaa: “focnoge Cnacutesby, UcTuHUTa CBeT- nocTh, Koju cn KpwteH y JopaaHy og JoBaHa
Kpctutesba, nssosieo cu y kyhy 3ak- xejeBy yhu 1 cnacere emy u Lenoj kyhu berosoj nocratm, Tu cam
M caga oHe Koju xohe oBAe Aa XuBe cadyBaj HenoBpeheHe o4, Ma KakBor 3/1a; 6bnarocusbajyhu ux 1 0Bo
obutanuwre, gajyhu um ounwhere 1 TeleCHO 34paB/be, U UCMYHUBLLN HUXOBE MO- INTBE Koje Cy Ha
CNacere 1 XKMBOT BeYHN.”

To ocsehemne BoguLe NO AOMOBMMA HUje camo ,,NyKn”
06bwuyaj, Hero HacylwHa noTpeba cammx BEPHUKA, Koju
ocehajy notpeby ga nospemeHo b6yay oceeheHu u
ounwheHun Kponsberem ceeTe Boanue. Kog,
NpaBoC/iaBHUX [pKa MMa JOCTa NopoamLLa Koje 3axTeBajy
O/, CBOjWUX CBELUTEHWKA, A3 HEM30CTaBHO CBAKOr MeceLa
Jonase v Bpe ocseherbe Boge No gomosmma. Haw
Hapog, je nsrybuo Taj ocehaj ceeture 1 notpebe 3a
CBETMHOM, Te Cy CTOra MHOTM NMpecTanun Aa npumajy
CBeLITEeHWKA 3a BOAMLY, @ U OHU KOjU ra Npumajy, 4ecTo
nyTa TO Hepago YMHe.

R

Huje nobpo aa cBa Hawa Bepa byae cBegeHa camo Ha 0buuaj ,,ceehera Boguue ,,, anu Huje 4o6po HM
Aa Taj bnaroyectmemn obunyaj oacTpPaHMMO U3 Hawer xpuwhaHckor Kunsota. CBehere BoguLe U HbEHO
Kopuwhere, MMa CBOj NyHW CMMCA0 M 3HAYaj CaMo Y3 ApKatbe U CBUX OCTanux nponuca Lipkse
MpasocnaBHe 0 XpUIWhaHCKOM AYXOBHOM XMBOTY, Ko LUTO CYy MNOCT, MOJIMTBA, MUIOCTUHA, CBETA TajHa
MoKajarba U MCNoBecTu rpexoBa, MNpyewha, n ceera octasnor, 6e3 yera Hema cnacera ayLie, Hu
OCTBapeHba LUn/ba Haller NoCTojakba Ha 3eMJbM.

JABUTE CE OLlY NMPEAPATY HA (224) 388-2605 [1A 3AKAMETE b/IATOCU/bAHHE
BALUET JOMA!




Why Do We Have Our Homes Blessed?

The Feast of Theophany (or Epiphany) commemorates the Baptism of our Lord in the Jordan River by
John the Baptist. We know from the troparion of the day that "the Trinity was made manifest" to us. But
there's more to it than this. "When Jesus descends into the depths of the river, there occurs a profound
upheaval. It is not the one baptized who is purified, for he is spotless; but it is the water that is
transfigured and illumined. This water, which was believed to be transparent and purifying, is in fact
polluted, inhabited by evil spirits, servants of the old gods. ... By purifying the elements, by sanctifying
matter, Jesus frees the cosmos from the powers of evil."

The Great Blessing of Water takes place at the end of that day's Liturgy. Since our homes cannot be
brought to the Church, the Church - through the priest and cantor - go to the homes. There the service
of blessing, which began in the church, is finished with the sprinkling of water in the home. Traditionally,
in most Orthodox parishes, the priest personally visits all his parishioners each year to pray with them in
the place where they live, and to bless their surroundings with the newly sanctified water of Theophany
(January 6/13). By sanctifying our living quarters, our private place, we extend the grace of God to our
individual dwellings.

We also bring the blessed water to our homes to use throughout the year to bless our homes and to
drink whether we are ill or as part of our daily prayer life. "There are many occasions in family life when
a sip of holy water can help to remind us of the blessing that was given 'to bestow sanctification', 'unto
healing of soul and body', 'to be a fountain welling forth unto life eternal’, as the priest prayed in the
litany of Epiphany day."

Weaving Christ into Our Lives

The blessing of homes by these holy waters maintains the spiritual association between the 'family
church' and the parish, as well as again providing for the sharing of God's spiritual gifts. ... This annual
blessing is not as elaborate as the blessing of the new dwelling, but because of this it should not be
overlooked, for it is in this way that the grace of God is extended to individual dwellings."

If the priest comes to bless the home when the children are present,
they have the opportunity to see the parish priest in a different and
personal situation. If the priest permits, they can lead the way
through the house, or hold a candle. They can show him their rooms
or pets or favorite toys. They receive a blessing with water. For
children, the house blessing shows the connection of the Church to
the home. When the priest comes to bless our homes, he asks God to
have mercy on the house, to rid it of every evil and to fill it with every
blessing. What a wonderful way to begin the New Year!

PLEASE CONTACT FATHER PREDRAG AT (224) 388-2605 TO SCHEDULE A
BLESSING OF YOUR HOME!




NEW PAGE IN OUR BULLETIN DEDICAATED TO THE SUFFERING BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN KOSOVO AND METOHLIJA)

LET US NEVER FORGET SERBIAN KOSOVO
& METOHIJA - HUKAOA HE 3BABOPABUMO
CPMNMCKO KOCOBO U METOXWUJY

PATRIARCHATE 0F prec

The Mother Church of the Serbian Patriarchate

The Monastery of the Patriarchate of Pec is located at the very entrance of the
Rugova gorge near Pec. The complex of the Pec churches is the spiritual seat and
mausoleum of Serbian archbishops and patriarchs. The temple of the Holy Apostles
was built by Archbishop Arsenije | in the third decade of the 13th century. He was
also responsible for the painting of the church around 1260. Archbishop Nikodim
built the temple of St. Dimitrije next to the northern side of the church of Holy
Apostles between 1321 and 1324, while Archbishop Danilo Il built the churches
dedicated to Virgin Odigitrija and St. Nikola on its southern side. He also built the
monumental parvis in the shape of a magnificent open porch in front of the western

facades of the churches of St. Dimitrije, Holy Apostles and Holy Virgin Odigitrija. At
the time of Patriarch Makarije, the elegant openings with dual arcades were walled up. An entire history of
the styles of medieval wall painting can be seen on the walls of the Pec churches. The church of the Holy
Apostles was also decorated around 1300, then around 1350 and 1375 and twice in the 17th century. The
church of St. Dimitrije was painted for the first time at the time of Patriarch Joakinije, around 1345, and
the new layer of frescoes was painted by Georgije Mitrofanovic around 1619-1620. The church of Holy
Virgin Odigitrija was painted before 1337, while its parvis was painted in the 14th and 16th centuries. The
church of St. Nikola was painted by painter Radul in 1673/1674.

As a result of severe Turkish repression Patriarch Arsenios 1l left Pec with several thousand Christian
families and emigrated to southern Hungary at the end of 17th century. Despite pressure from the local
Moslem population the monastery has been
preserved until today. After the Second World
War the Patriarchate of Pec was converted into
a convent. Although this monastery
jurisdictionally does not belong to the Diocese
of Raska and Prizren it is nevertheless closely
tied to the monasteries of the Diocese. As a
stavropegic monastery it is directly under the
jurisdiction of the Serbian Orthodox Patriarch
from Belgrade.

Today, the monastery is still one of the most
important Serbian Orthodox centers in the
Region with the sisterhood of 24 nuns. After the fire which was set by Albanian extremists in 1981 new
residental quarters were erected. After the war 1998-1999 the monastery became an important center for
the remaining Serbs in the area. At the moment in Pec town only these nuns remain. They live in
everyday struggle to preserve this holy site and provide necessary humanitarian assistance to the
neigboring Serb enclaves of Gorazdevac and Osojane. The monastery also owns the metochion of
Budisavci, near Klina where two nuns remain under the constant KFOR protection.
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BECOME A STEWARD OF OUR PARISH! (please fill out and send us back

stewardship enrolment cards)

bYJIUTE CTAPATE)b HAIIE ITAPOXHUJE! (Hcnynume u nowasume nan

docmae. bene 3a6emue Kapmuuye )

Orthodox Christian
Stewardship is a way of life,
which acknowledges
accountability, reverence, and
responsibility before God. A
primary goal of Stewardship is
to promote spiritual growth
and strengthen faith.
Becoming a Steward begins
when we believe in God, to

hom we give our love, loyalty and trust and act on those beliefs. As
Stewards, we affirm that every aspect of our lives comes as a gift
rom Him. Stewardship calls on the faithful to cheerfully offer back to
Sod a portion of the gifts with which they have been blessed.




Why do We Need the Church?

Many truths that form the foundation of the Christian faith are incomprehensible for the human
consciousness. When the human mind, proud but limited, attempts to handle them in the plane of its own
notions, then it distorts these God-revealed truths, and heresy appears. This is how the truth about the
Holy Trinity was distorted in the early centuries of Christianity, and the doctrine of the nature of the
Savior from the third through the seventh century. The doctrine of the Church is being distorted even in
this time.

"Just believe and you are saved!" — This is the motto of Protestantism-based Christian denominations.
But our Lord Jesus Christ and His disciples, the holy Apostles taught that salvation is a process of
spiritual revival, where faith is the first step only. The Holy Scripture treats the teaching about salvation
in a close, organic connection with the teaching about the Church, God's Kingdom amongst people, and it
is impossible to separate one from another. That is why modern misconceptions of the Church are in their
essence misunderstanding of the Christian doctrine of salvation of man.

Modern misconceptions of the Church can be divided into two groups. The first group will include those
Christians who believe that Church is not needed for salvation, that man is saved by the faith alone, with
absolutely no regard to the Church. Out of this understanding arises the doctrine of the "invisible church,"
popular among sectarians. It says that all believers, irrespective of their confessions, are members of one
invisible church. Of course, if church is invisible, and thus insensible and inactive, it cannot be a means of
salvation, and then it is merely a result of the existence of the faithful. The second group will include
those Christians who would agree that Church might be useful, but, failing to understand Her nature, they
believe that church can be created through human efforts, collusion and compromise. This group covers
the champions of so-called ecumenical movement. Both groups share the denial of one true visible
Church, in spite of the Savior's clear words, "I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it" (Matthew 16:18)

Because wrong opinions about the Church are so widespread, we the Orthodox Christians must establish
in our minds the correct understanding of the Church, Her significance and necessity for the salvation of
our souls.

Evil, as well as sin, is a disintegrating, destructive power, although in this world it can struggle God in
serried ranks. As opposed to evil, the Church is a miraculous realization of multi-unity, where things
Divine, Spiritual and Heavenly join together with things human, material and worldly.

Unity is the principal feature of the Church. She is organically united per se, although She comprises
many local churches and includes worldly and heavenly aspects. She is also united from outside, and
there is no match for Her among heterodox confessions. Imaginatively speaking, She is one vineyard, one
field, one tree, one vine, one mountain, one building, one flock, one family, one body. Jesus Christ gave
the Church one teaching, one baptism, one Communion. The Church lives and becomes sanctified by one
Spirit of God, She has one head, Christ. Unity of the Church was the subject of the High-Priest prayer of
our Savior: ""That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and | in thee, that they also may be
one in us" (John 17:21).

This unity of the Church is a reproduction of the tri-unity of the Persons in the Holy Trinity, and forms
Her mysterious nature. That is why, when speaking about the Church, the Lord Jesus Christ often told
parables, gave descriptive examples, in order to gradually reveal the diverse aspects of Her and the
properties of this miraculous unity of numerous planes. We will use these images of the Gospel for the
discussion of the nature of the Church.

The Church of Christ, although it exists in the world that lies in evil, has nothing in common with it. She
has Her fence, or boundaries, that separate the sheep of Christ from the bad-tempered sheep and from the
wolves. This is told in the parable of the Good Shepherd.




"Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some
other way, the same is a thief and a robber. But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the
sheep. To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name,
and leadeth them out. And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep
follow him: for they know his voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they
know not the voice of strangers... | am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go
in and out, and find pasture... As the Father knoweth me, even so know | the Father: and | lay down my
life for the sheep. And other sheep | have, which are not of this fold: them also | must bring, and they
shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd"” (John 10:1-5; 9, 15, 16). Clarity of
Apostolic teaching, legislation, lineage of the apostolic succession, and the entire order of Church life
comprise the obvious fence separating the Church from various religious groups.

The door of the parable is the Sacrament
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of Baptism, by the means of which the
faithful become members of the Church.
But there is also a door for the
shepherds, which is the legitimate
election and ordination. Usurpers of the
shepherd's functions, who "climb up
some other way" as it is put down in the
parable, are thieves and robbers. The
parable of the Good Shepherd stresses
the idea of obedience for the sheep

and self-sacrifice for the shepherds.
Obedience is expressed through
acceptance of the teaching of the
Church, without critique and private
opinion, and living Christian lives under
the guidance of good shepherds.

The sin of sectarians is, first of all, in
their disobedience to the Church, their
insubordination and riot. Protestantism
is a very characteristic generic term for
sectarians.

The parable of the vine discloses the
mysterious communion of the faithful
with the Lord Jesus Christ, the Source
of gifts of grace and spiritual revival.

"l am the true vine, and my Father is the
gardener... Abide in me, and | in you. As
the branch cannot bear fruit of itself,
except it abide in the vine; no more can

ye, except ye abide in me. | am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the
same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing” (John 15:1, 4-5).

Whosoever arrogantly alienates oneself from the Church, becomes similar to a cut branch: not only it
remains fruitless, but also it will undoubtedly dry up. The consciousness of unity with Christ in the
Sacrament of communion should fill us with sense of utter gratitude. We draw our better intentions and
powers from Him. He is the source of our spiritual life!
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“For where two or three have gathered together in my
name, I am there in their midst.” Matthew 18:20

“I'0e cy 06a unu mpu cadpana y moje ume
Tamo cam u ja melhy wuma.” Mamej 18:20
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