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THE HOLY, GLORIOUS AND ALL-PRAISED LEADERS OF THE
APOSTLES, PETER AND PAUL

THE HOLY CHURCH CELEBRATES THE MEMORY OF THE APOSTLES STS. PETER AND PAUL ON
ULY 12 (JUNE 29, OLD CALENDAR).

Of all the apostles the Church especially lauds Saints
Peter and Paul, calling them glorious and all-praised leaders
of the apostles. One of the four yearly fasts is also called by
the name of one of these apostles and ends on their feast
day.

Such great honor is proffered them for their great spiritual
labors in the field of preaching the Gospel. Even such a
prominent Church Father as St. John Chrysostome hesitates
in giving preference to one or the other of them, frequently
calling them pillars of the Church. The entire book of the Acts
of the Apostles chiefly describes the work of the Apostles
Peter and Paul in spreading the Gospel. It is interesting to
note that Peter and Paul came from totally opposite wakes of
life: Apostle Peter was poor and uneducated, while Apostle
Paul came from a wealthy family and had a first-rate
education for those times. The grace of God that illuminated
both apostles shone forth equally from both of them, which leads one to think that our earthly
provenance has no significance in the face of eternity. The words of our Lord Jesus Christ
come to mind, that “God is able out of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham” (Luke
3:8).

The holy Apostle Peter, a native of the city of Bethsaida and older brother of the first-called
Apostle Andrew, was a man of ardent and impulsive nature, illiterate, a simple and God-fearing
fisherman. At the Lord’s first summons he left his fishing nets and followed Christ. The Lord
always distinguished Peter for his loyalty: he was a witness to Christ’s Divine glory during the
Transfiguration on Mount Tabor, he also witnessed the resurrection of the daughter of Jairus,
by God’s will he walked on the waters of the lake of Gennesaret. St. Peter earned the Lord’s
favor by being the first, on behalf of the apostles, to confess Jesus Christ as the Son of God.




However, Peter’'s strong confession of the Lord as the Son of God did not subsequently
prevent him from thrice renouncing his Teacher in the night of Judas’ betrayal. But this
apostasy of Peter’'s was expiated by his sincere repentance, and the Lord reinstated him in his
apostolic  dignity, as described by the Holy Evangelist John (21:15-17).
By the way, this place in the Gospel where the Lord reinstates Peter in his apostolic dignity,
from which he fell through his renunciation, is wrongly interpreted by the Roman-Catholic
Church as referring to the supremacy of Peter and the Roman bishops, i.e. the primacy of
Roman popes.
After his reinstatement Peter remained steadfast in faith, and on the day of the Pentecost
preached an inspired sermon that resulted in the conversion of several thousand people to
Christ. His sermons were often accompanied by miracles, which made his words irrefutably
convincing. Even the shadow of Apostle Peter miraculously healed the sick (Acts 5:15).
Among the other apostles Peter enjoyed the primacy of honor, but not power. All decisions
regarding the affairs of the Church he offered for examination to the council of the apostles,
which sent him out on a par with other apostles to preach the Gospel, while Apostle Paul even
contradicted him on several issues (Gal. 2:11).
Peter made six journeys throughout Asia Minor and wrote two epistles for fortifying the faithful,
which are used in church services to this day. After the Dormition of the Holy Mother of God,
Peter made his last journey from Jerusalem, traveling through Egypt, Britain, Greece, and
arriving in Rome in A.D. 67. Here he converted to Christianity two favorite wives of Emperor
Nero, who condemned St. Peter to crucifixion for this and for generally preaching Christianity
in Rome.

The holy Apostle Paul (Saul), a native of the city of Tarsus, was a Jew from the tribe of
Benjamin, and a Roman citizen by the merits of his ancestors, which was a rare combination at
that time. He received a brilliant education in the school of the famous Jewish teacher
Gamaliel and was educated as a Pharisee. The ardor of Saul (as he was called before
conversion to Christianity) for Jewish law was so great that he hated Christians and
persecuted them in all possible ways. He tormented the Church of Christ and was a great
persecutor of Christians. But then the grace of God touched even him: on the road to
Damascus, where he was traveling to engage in greater tormenting of Christians, the Lord
appeared to him and summoned him to serve the Church. And thus from Saul, the persecutor
of Christians, in a single moment he turned into Paul, one of the most fervent apostles of
Christ. He traveled more than all the others to preach the Gospel. Three times he circled
almost the entire Roman Empire. He wrote the greatest number of epistles — 14. He took part
in the apostolic council. The holy apostle’s life was spent in constant travels through Asia
Minor, Greece, and other parts of the Roman Empire, ending with the city of Rome, where he
ended his life in A.D. 67 in the reign of Emperor Nero, being beheaded since he was a Roman
citizen. His 14 epistles are comprised in the New Testament (as are the two epistles of
Apostle Peter) and are used in church services year-round.

How much faith, love for God and their fellow-men, and loyalty to God’s will lived in the
souls of the holy Apostles Peter and Paul! They spread the glad tidings into all the corners of
the world, baptizing all peoples, suffering heat and cold, thirst and hunger, persecution and
torture, — just to serve the great effort of the salvation of mankind! The entire universe of those
days was filled with their preaching. Truly the prophetic words of King David came to
pass: “Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the
world” (Psalms 19:4).




CBETU ATIOCTOJIN IIETAP U IIABJIE - IIETPOBIAH

{ Csetu anocrout Ilerap - Cun JonuH, 6pat AH/Ipeje MPBO3BaHOT, U3
wiemeHa CMeoHOBa, u3 rpaza Burcaunze. buo je pubap, u Hajupe ce 3Bao
CumeoHom, Ho ['ocrioz je 6s1aro3Bosieo HazBaTu ra Kudowm, nmu [Terpom
(JH 1, 42). OH je IpBU 01 yYeHHKA jacHO n3pasuo Bepy y I'ocrosia Mcyca
pekasmu: "Tu cy Xpucroc, Cun bora »xuBora” (Mr 16, 16). Hberosa jby6aB
npema ['ociosty 6ma je Besinka, a lberoba Bepa y ['ocmo/ia mocrerneHo ce

! > yrBphuBana. Kaza je I'ocrion usBenen Ha cyg, [lerap I'a ce Tpu myta
o/Ipekao, HO caMo jemaH morien y auile I'ocosa - 1 aymia [lerpoBa 6uia je ucIymeHa CTHAOM U
nokajameM. [Tocse crmacka Ceetora [lyxa Ilerap ce jaB/ba HAyCTPAIIUBUM U CHITHUM
IIPOIIOBEAHUKOM JeBaHlesba. [locie meroBe jemHe becezie y Jepycaynmy oO6paTUIIO Ce Y BEPY OKO
TpU Xubasie Ayma. ITponosenao je JeBanhesne o [anecturnu u Masoj Azuju, no nnpuky u
Uranuju.Yunno je MohHa uyzeca: jieuno je 60siecHe, BAKCPCaBao MPTBE; YaK U O] CEHKE HerOBe
HCIIeJ/bUBAIIH Cy ce bosecHuIn. Fimao je Besmky 60p0Oy ca CumoHoM Bosixom, Koju ce n371aBao 3a
Oora, a y crBapu 610 je cyra catanuH. Haj3as ra je mocpamuo u mobenro. ITo 3amoBectu
onakora 1japa Hepona, CumoHoBor npujaresba, [Tetap 6u ocyhen Ha cmprt. ITocraBuBim JinHa
3a emucKona y PUMy 1 mocaBeTOBaBIIIY U YTEIITUBIIU €TI0 XPUCTOBO, [letap nolje pajlocHo Ha
cMpT. Buzehu kpet npes coboM, OH YMOJTH CBOje T1eJiaTe, 1a ra paciHy HAaOIaKo, MOIITO
cmarpaiire cebe HeZIOCTOJHUM Jla yMpe Kao u ['ocrios keroB. M Tako yIIOKOjH ce BEJTUKU CJIyTa
BesnKor ['ocro/iapa, ¥ IpUMH BeHaI c1aBe BeuHe (B. 16. jaHyap).

Csertu anocrouJ Ilasie - Ponom u3 Tapca, a o riemeHna
BenujamunoBa. Hajnpe ce 3Bao Casiie, yuno ce koj I'amasnuna, 6uo
dapucej u rountess Xpunrhaucrsa. UyzecHo oopaheny Bepy
xpuirthaucky camum ['ocioioM, Koju My ce jaBuo Ha IyTy 3a Jlamack.
KpireH ox anocrosia AHaHuje, mpo3sar [1aBiom u yBpirheH y
cry:k0y BesTMKux arnocrosia. Ca ruiaMeHoOM peBHOIINY POIIOBE/IA0

: JeBanhespe cByza oz rpanuria Apabuje no lllnanuje, mel)y JeBpejuma
151 Meljy He3HabomuMa. /lo61o Ha3uB anocrosia He3Haboxkara. Kosmko cy crpaxoBura
Omyia ’erosa CTpajiama, TOJIUKO je OMJIO FIer0OBO HATYOBEUAHCKO CTPIUbere. Kpos cBe
TO/IMHE CBOT IIPOTOBE/akha OH je U3 JaHa y JaH BUCUO Kao O jeZTHOM cJ1aboM KoHUuhy
u3mel)y *xkuBota u cMpTu. [10IITO je UCIIYHHUO CBe JJaHe U HONU TPY/IOM UCTPAIatheM 3a
Xpwucra, mOIITO je OPraHU30Ba0 IPKBY IO MHOTOOPOjHUM MECTHUMA, U TIOIITO je
JIOCTHUTAO Ty Mepy CaBPIIIEHCTBA, /1a je Morao pehu: "He »KUBUM ja Hero XpHUCTOC JKUBH Y
MeHH'', Tazia je 01o moceueH y Pumy, y Bpeme 1apa Hepona, kay u anocroJ Ilerap.

Tpomnap, riac 4.

Anocmoaa IIpeonpecmoanuuyu, u Bacewsene Yuumesnu,
Baaduxy ceux moaume: da dapyje mup Bacewvenu,
u Jywama HaWUM 8eAUKY MUAOCM.




FORALL OF YOUR SPIRITUAL NEEDS PLEASE DO NOTHESITATETO CALL FR.
PREDRAG AT 224/388-2605 OR EMAIL HIM AT opredragbojovic@hotmail.com

s
Blessings & prayers / baazocnoseu u monumee

Home blessings in May / Brazocuwarmwe oomosa
Srdjan &Silvija Jakovljevic

Baptisms-Kpuimema: Luka Trbic

Memory eternal-Bjeunaja namjam: + Miroslav Todorovic
++++++++H+H

UCTHHCKH BIIATOJAPUMO CBUMA KOJU CE TPYJE H YYECTBYJY Y
ITPHTIPEMHA HEJITEJbHUX PYYKOBA HCTOBPEMEHO AIIEJIYJYRH H HA

OCZAHELbiﬂﬂﬂlCEIH?HGBYHE!
Great thank you to those who prepared lunches.
May you continue to be an example to others!

3ABJIAIOJAPHUMO Iocrioay - LET US GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD!

Hama IlpkBa 6;1arogapu cBUMa KOjH €y yU4eCTBOBAJIM Y aKIMju ypehema crapor
CPIICKOT TPo0/ba y PoC/IMHY K20 ¥ aKIIMjH MOAU3aKka IATOPA HA HALLIEM UMAKbY.
JenaH o HauMHa 12 MoKakemy 3axBajHoOCT bory Ha no0puma koja nodujamo
Iberosom muiionrhy je aa ce yk/by4uMo y OBaKBe aKkuuje 1 Mode Koje ¢y o1 onurer
3HAYaja 3a Hally HeJOKYNHY 3ajeqHuny. Illorpednn cMo jexnu apyruma ga 6umcmo
cTBapaJiu ctaduiny u cHakHy IlpaBociaBuy-Cpricky 3ajefHMIly HA OBUM
NpoCTOpHUMA.

Our Church/Parish extends gratitude and appreciation to all of those who
supported our two most recent undertakings: Annual cleaning and maintenance of
the old Serbian Cemetery in Roslyn & Tent setup. One of the ways to show our
gratitude to God for the multitude of blessings He bestows upon us is to participate
in this kind of projects that are beneficial for our community and for common good.
We need each other in order to create a stable and strong Orthodox Serbian
community in this part of the world.

JOIN US IN CREATING A LEGACY!




MOJIHMO BAC, /IPAT'A BPARO H CECTPE, JIA IIOTITHIIIETE CTAPATE/bCKE
KAPTHIIE KOJE CMO BAM JIOCTABHJIH, BE3 Ob3UHPA HA CYMY KOJY /KE/TUTE
A JOHHUHPATE. O MHOI'O BEREI 3HAYAJA HAM JE BAILIl IOTIIHC JEP
BUH/I/BUBO IIOKA3YJE IIO/IPLIIKY HAILILIOJ IPKBU U bEHOM MUCHOHAPCKOM
KAO H COLTUJAJIHOM PAJTY.
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Let’s build a church together! - H3zzpaoumo upxey 3ajeono!

We have contacted the neighbors on both sides of the road junction and neither one is interested
to give us a variance for a wider 239" Place required by the County at the junction of Issaquah-
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SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

SCOPE OF WORK

1. CONSTRUCT NEW CHURCH BLDG.

2. CONSTRUCT 1-STORY ADD TO EXIST'G
2-STORY CHURCH BLDG.

3. IMPROVE EXIST'G PRIVATE RD.

4. EXTEND WATER SERVICE TO SUB.. PROP.

5. EXTEND GAS SERVICE TO SUBJ. PROP.

6. LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT

Hobart Rd. We have resubmitted the plans and are awaiting County response.

WE PLEA TO YOU, DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS, TO SIGN AND RETURN TO
US STEWARDSHIP CARDS MAILED TO YOU, REGARDLESS OF THE AMOUNT
YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE. YOUR SIGNITURE IS OF MUCH GREATER
IMPORTANCE TO US, AS IT IS A VISIBLE SIGN OF YOUR SUPPORT TO OUR

CHURCH AND IT’S MISSIONARY AND SOCIAL WORK.




Cremation- Why Orthodox Christians Are Not
Cremated

Cremation (burning the bodies of those who have died to the point of ashes) is a practice which is being
"sold" as a cost-effective, space-conservative alternative to traditional burial of the body. Throughout her
history, however, the Orthodox Church has prohibited this practice. But, as in many areas of the Faith, we
must take the time to learn why the Church takes such a position. In doing so, we not only grow in our
own knowledge of the Lord and His Church, but we are better prepared to answer questions others ask
us about our Orthodox Christian Faith.

The following passage is drawn from the Orthodox journal, "Life Transfigured" a publication of the Holy
Transfiguration Monastery in Ellwood City, and from "Contemporary Moral Issues” by Father Stanley
Harakas.A

Growing Practice & Problem- In our country, cremation is increasingly being practiced. In part this is
due to the influence of Oriental religions such as Hinduism and Buddhism, and to the rise of neo-
paganism. But it is also a result of the eroding of traditional beliefs among non-Orthodox Christians. In
many Christian denominations — or at least among their liberal preachers — it is no longer necessary to
believe in the "empty tomb, " in Christ’'s physical Resurrection. These teachers call the "empty tomb" a
myth and reduce all the post-Resurrection appearances of Jesus to merely spiritual experiences. The
Orthodox conviction that the Son of God was also truly Man and was raised in His whole human nature —
body and soul — explains the Church’s traditional rejection of cremation, a practice which is diametrically
opposed to the expectation of the resurrection of the dead in Christ. If the Resurrection is merely a legend
or a beautiful metaphor, then as Saint Paul writes, "If Christ be not raised, your faith is in vain" (1 Cor.
15.17)

The Church’s Historical Foundations - The Church throughout her entire history has stressed the
importance of understanding that Jesus was born with an actual human body with the same attributes
and needs of any other human body, which upon being crucified died the same death that every other
body has died. Three days later, the Resurrection included His human body. Through all this Jesus
makes abundantly clear that the whole of our humanity — body as well as soul — has been called to
salvation and eternal life. All of human nature has been raised by Christ’'s Ascension to the right hand of
the Father. Jesus gave us many proofs of this, but it is seen most clearly in Christ’'s appearance to
Thomas. In his "Commentary on Saint John," Saint Cyril of Alexandria writes: "What need was there for
the showing of His hands and side, if in accordance with the depravity of some, He did not rise with His
own flesh? If He wanted His disciples to believe differently concerning Him, why did He not rather appear
in a different and by putting the form of the flesh to shame, draw them towards a different understanding?
But it was more important that He show Himself carefully at that time so that they should believe in the

future resurrection of the flesh."




In God’s Image- The human person is created in the image and likeness of God. When we are baptized it is not only
the soul which becomes the temple of the Holy Spirit, but also the Body. When we receive Holy Communion, we take
the real Body and Blood of Christ into our bodies. In the mysteries of Chrismation and Holy Unction it is our bodies
which are anointed with Holy Chrism. Particularly clear proof of the sanctity of the body is given by those saints such
as Saints Spyridon, Paraskevi, Savas, Gerasimos and Dionysios, whose bodies remain incorrupt centuries after their
physical deaths. The Church knows innumerable accounts of healing occurring upon being blessed with the relics of
a saint. These men and women lived the life in Christ so fully that not only were their souls taken to heaven but their

bodies retain the sanctity and healing power of the presence of the Holy Spirit.

The Example of Holy Friday -The future resurrection of the believer’s soul and body, according to the truth which
Christ revealed, dictates the nature of Orthodox traditions concerning the body at death. In an Orthodox funeral, "the
mourners gather" as the "myrrhbearers to provide the last ministry to the Christian body in preparation for the
Resurrection." Anyone who has attended the Orthodox Great Friday services knows the sequence following Christ’s
death: Joseph of Arimethea goes at great personal risk to beg Pilate for the body of Jesus. As our icons show, the
Theotokos, Nicodemos, John the Apostle and the Myrrhbearing Women helped Joseph, covering the Most Precious

Body with tears.

How We Care for the Body- The Church has unequivocally taught since Christ's Crucifixion that the proper way to
treat the dead is a reverent burial of the body in the context of a proper Church funeral and prayers for those who
have fallen asleep in the Lord. We sing hymns and psalms to escort the dead on their way and to express gratitude to
God for their life and death. We wrap the body in a new shroud, symbolizing the new dress of incorruption the person
is destined to receive. We pour myrrh and oil on the body as we do at baptism. We accompany this with incense and
candles, showing our belief that the person has been liberated from darkness and is going to the true Light. We place
the body in the grave towards the east, denoting the Resurrection to come. We weep in our grief, but not
unrestrainedly, as we know what happiness is to come. Death is neither a finality nor it is merely an evolutionary step.
The Church in her wisdom commemorates saints on the day they died in this life, calling it their day of birth into
eternal life in heaven. A Christian death means eternal life with Christ, where at the Last Judgement body and soul

will be reunited and glorified together.

The Broad Picture Acceptance of cremation, therefore, would represent a radical departure from an established
practice for which there seems to be no adequate reason to institute a change. The argument that cemeteries waste
space does not stand in a nation as immense as our own, especially when the universality of modern transportation
makes burial sites away from urban centers easily accessible. The sky-rocketing cost of burial is not seen at this time
as a compelling reason to sanction cremation, for the Church does not ask that funerals be extravagant and costly,
but that a certain amount of respect be maintained for the human body that was once the temple of a human soul.
Thus the Church, due to a pastoral concern for the preservation of right beliefs and right practice within the Tradition
of the Fathers, and out of a sense of reverence for its departed, must continue its opposition to this practice. Each
Orthodox Christian should know that since cremation is prohibited by the canons [rules of the Church], those who

insist on their own cremation will not be permitted a funeral in the Church.




Stewardship Reflection

Recent conversations have reflected upon the "old days" the way it used to be - a time when our
families were the key focal point. Everything we did revolved around not only our immediate
family but our extended family as well. How can we work towards a closer relationship within
our household? Making God Real in the Orthodox Christian Home by Father Anthony Coniaris
is a wonderful resource. Some areas to consider:

Attend Church as a family!

What a blessing to celebrate the Divine Liturgy and partake of the Eucharist together - as a
family. It is also a wonderful opportunity to be with other family members. Several parishes host
luncheons where the tables are filled with siblings, cousins and Kumovi.

Prioritizing your time!

With the demands of work, school and activities, it is necessary to plan family events and time
together. Wednesday night dinners, Saturday evening game nights - opportunities to bring the
family together. Make the most of you family day!

Put the phone away!

Texting and e-mail have become a challenge in many ways. A necessity but not for 24 hours a
day. When you enter your home, focus on the family and the time you have together. One
parishioner has placed a basket on the counter by the kitchen door. When one enters, the cell
phone or tablet is placed in the basket and not accessed during dinner or other activities.

Today's world is challenging and very different from what many of us experienced as children.
As part of you Stewardship initiative, CARE for your families and make time together a priority.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATED STUDENTS
AND THEIR PROUD PARENTS AND FAMILY!

MAY OUR GREAT GOD GRANT ABUNDANT BLESSINGS
AND MANY PROSPEROUS YEARS TO:

IVANA ORLOVIC
TEA NIKOLIC
DIJANA RACO
ANNA LUKSETICH




SERBIAN DAYS 2014 — CPI1CKUN IAHU 2014

JULY 26-27

TpaavuMoHanHa Kyxuma

*uBa mysuka (Foct bopuc batyna) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WIfz10-rROA
®donknop (rocryje PonknopHo-nesaukm aHcamén

Pactko u3 Cont/lejk Cutnja http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=06dqv-UtQhY
n ®PonknopHa Npyna BaHKysep)

dypbancku TypHUp
3abaBa 3a geuy

BRING YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS TO EXPERIENCE A TRUE
TASTE OF SERBIA
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WIfzIO-rR0A
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O6dqv-UtQhY
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“For where two or three have gathered together in my
name, I am there in their midst.” Matthew 18:20

“I'0e cy 06a unu mpu cabpana y moje ume
Tamo cam u ja melhy wuma.” Mamej 18:20
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