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PASTORAL REFLECTIONS

A story is told about a number of frogs which were placed by scientists in a tub of
water whose temperature was exactly the same as the pond from which they were
taken. The scientists slowly increased the temperature and were soon astonished to
see that, even though the water gradually became warmer, the frogs did not react. It
was only when the temperature was increased to a boiling point that the frogs
reacted but it was too late. Before they knew it, they burned to death. Had they
realized the slow increase in the water temperature, they would have reacted and
thus spared their lives. The frogs grew accustomed to the slow rise in temperature
and adapted. The change in water temperature occurred slowly but deliberately,
and because of this process, the frogs failed to pay attention.

For us Orthodox Christians, the changes in the moral standards in our society have
occurred so slowly that they have become imperceptible. We have adapted to the
slow deterioration of moral life in society to the point where we have adapted to
the moral decay in our midst and have taken it for granted. Sadly we live in a
world of moral and ethical relativism, hedonism and selfishness; in a world in
desperate need of spiritual renewal. Sunday is no longer the day that we worship
Almighty God and then sit at our dinner table to enjoy fellowship. Rarely do we
read the Bible. Prayers are no longer offered in our schools. The Ten
Commandments have been removed from our civil courts. Lifestyles previously
kept in the closet are now championed as reputable and worthy of emulation.

The admonition of Saint Paul addressed to the Ephesians should echo in our hearts,
“no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds.” ( Eph.4:17) We
need to reevaluate our lives and ask ourselves how the way we live differs from the
way others live who have no faith. Do we differ as Orthodox Christians from our
secular and oftentimes atheist neighbors? How do we live our Orthodox Faith? Are



we indeed “Light to the world”? Do we oftentimes wash our hands, like Pontius
Pilate did, in front of terrible events that happen in front of our own eyes? Do we
compromise at the expense of Truth= CHRIST?

| am concerned that we have become so accustomed to sin and immoral behavior,
that we do not notice it. We must not accept the prevailing permissive immoral and
unethical standards of modern day society which are clearly at odds with the
tenents of Holy Scripture and teaching of the Fathers of the Church.

Remember the frogs in the experiment, and be wary of their mistake of growing
accustomed to an environment which eventually caused their demise.

IHACTUPCKA PASMUIIIJ/BAIBA

ITocroju npuya, apara 6paho u cectpe, 0 )xabama Koje Cy HAYUYHUIA CTAaBUIIH Y
MOCYy/y Ca BOJIOM 4Hja je TeMIepaTypa Ouia uaeHTUYHa OHOj y 0apu U3 Koje Cy
*abe u y3ere. HaydHumm cy oH/Ia MOCTENIEHO 3arpeBalii BOAY U ca 3HEeHalemeM
YCTAaHOBHJIM JIa M aKO j€ BOJIa MOCTajajla CBe TOILIHja )abe Hucy pearoBaie. Tek
KaJia je BoJia JIOCTUTJIa CTENEH KJbydama *kabe Cy rmouese Ja pearyjy, ajim, Oujio je
Beh kacHo. [Ipe Hero mTo Cy U cXBaTuie, HacCTpaaale cy y Bpenoj Boau. [a cy
OpPUMETHIIE JIa CE TEMIIEpaTypa BoJie AMKe pearopayie Ou paHuje u 0JaroBpeMeHo,
T€ O TaKo CIacuiie U CBOj )KUBOT. AJIH, OHE Cy C€ aJlallTUpaje Ha MOCTENEHO
pactyhy Temneparypy Boje. [Ipomena y pacty Temrmeparype je ce aeraBaia Cropo
aJIu CUTYPHO, TaKo Jia Cy OHEe 300T OBOT mpolieca 3a0opaBuiie Aa oOpahajy maxmy.

[IpoMeHne y MOpamTHUM CTaHIapIUMa CaBPEMEHOT JPYIITBA JECHIIE Cy C€ TOJIHKO
criopo 1a ¢y u 3a Hac [IpaBocinaBue Xpuithane rnocrane ckopo HenpuMetHe. 1 mu
CMO Cce, Ha HEKH CBOjE€BPCTaH Ha4YMH, aJJaTHPaJIN Ha CBEOMIITE CPO3aBamkbe Mopaja
y HallleM JIPYIITBY T€ CMO MOYEIH JIa y3UMaMoO 37JPaBo 3a TOTOBO CBE MOPAJIHE
M30MaYeHOCTH 0BOTa cBeTa. Ha »anocT )KUBUMO y CBETY MOPAIHOT U €TUYKOT
penaTUBU3Ma, XeJIOHU3Ma U CEOMYHOCTH, Y CBETY KOJH OYajHO KYAH 32 TyXOBHOM
obHoBoM. Beh nyro Ham Henespa Buiie Huje lan ['ocnonmwu, 1an nocsehen
MOJIUTBH, OJarofapemy U OKyIJbamky MOPOAUIIE OKO TOpOoANYHE Tprese. PeTko,
ako u ukajna, untamo Cseto [Tucmo. Jlena ce y mkonama He cehajy bora u He yue
ce JbyOaBu npema bory. [lecer boxujux 3anosectu cy nuzbaueHe u3 CyIHUIA aJld
HajIpe U3 KUBOTHE CBeCTU. HakapagHu v M30madyeHu CTUIIOBH JKUBOTA, KOJU Cy
HEeKaJla CKpUBAaHM O] jJaBHOCTH, JIaHAC CYy IMOCTAU MPEIMET MOAPIIKE U
MoJIpa’kaBama.



[Topyxa u yno3opemwe Ceeror Anocrona [laena y [Tocnanuu Edennma : “ ..na
BHUIIIC HE )KUBUTE KAa0 OCTAJIM HE3HAOOIIIH, Y TpasHOyMJbY cBome” ( 4:17) Tpeda
cBarja Ja o/3Bama y HaIlliM yiiuMa u cpuuMma. Kpajme je Bpeme 1a n3HoBa
M3BPIIMMO TIPOIICHY HAIIMX XKUBOTA M YIIUTAMO ceOe Ha KOjU ce HAaUMH HaIllle
KUBJbCHE PA3JIMKY]j€ OJ] OHUX KOju HeMajy Bepe. [a nmu ce Mu kao [IpaBociaBHu
Xpunihanu Kako pa3liMKyjeMo O/ CEeKyJIapucTa U aTercTa oBora cseta. [la inu mu
3ancta ZKUBUMO namy [IPABOCJIABHY BEPY? Jla 11 cMmo 3aucta
“CBETJIOCT CBETY” unu 1 My BpJIO YECTO NMUJIATOBCKU NIEPEMO PYKE MPE]
cTpalrHuM jorahajuma Koju ce JeniaBajy npes HaiuM ouuma? Jla mu u mMu
npaBumMo komnpomuce Ha mTety ICTUHE= XPUCTA?

Ha xanoct u ca 3a0punyTomhy KOHCTaTyjeM J1a CMO CE U MM HaBUKJIM Ha IPeX U
CBEONIITH HEMOpPAJ KOJH HAC OKPYKYyJe, TaKO Ja UX BUlle U He npumMehyjemo. Mu
HE CMEMO 103B0osInTH c€0U yCBajamke WIH TOJEPAHLINA]y HEMOPATHUX
CTaHAap/ia CaBPEMEHOT JPYLITBA J€p CYy OHU Y CYIPOTHOCTH Ca BEPOM HAIIOM, ca
Cretum I[IncmoMm kao u ca yueweM otana L{pkse.

He 3a0opaBuTte excriepuMeHT ca kabama U CeTUTE ce Jia UX j€ ’bUXO0Ba IpeliKa
HNPUJIATOBABAIBA okpyXewy A0BENA 10 CMPTU U MPONACTH.

HPEH(_)I[OBHA MATHU HAPACKEBA- CBETA IIETKA

OBa cilaBHa cBeTUTEJbKA Oellle CpIICKOora Mopekiia, poheHa y rpaay
EHI/IBaTy (ITusat, mo Typcku bojanoc), uamehy Cununaspuje u Llapurpana.
Ponutessu cBere [letke Oexy nmyhau u mo6oxxuu xpuirhanu, u ocuM I[letke
uMaljaxy W jeHOTa CHHa, JEeBTUMU]ja, KOjU C€ 3a )KUBOTA POAUTEIbA 3aMOHAIIIH, U
JIOLIHU]€ TTOCTa 3HAMEHUTH enuckon MaauTcku. [lo cMptu poaurtesba aeBuiia
[leTka, Ba3a >keJbHA KUBOTA MOJABHKHUYKOT XpUCTaA PaJiU, HAITYCTH IOM
poauTesbCKU U ofie Hajrpe y Llapurpan, a motoM y nyctumy JopaaHcKy, re ce
noJiBM3aBajia 0 crapoctu cBoje. Ko 61 Morao rckaszatu cBe TpyI0OBE, U NaTHheE, U
HCKYIIIeHka JEeMOHCKa, Koja mpeTpre cBeta [leTka y Toky MHOTHX ToanHa? [lon
CTapoCT jaBH jOj ce jenHoM aHres boxju u peue joj: ,,OcTaBu MyCTUBY, U BPATH CE



y TBOj€ OTE€UYECTBO; MOTPEOHO j€ /1a TaMO MPEAI CBOj€ TEJIO 3€MJbH, a AYIIIOM J1a
ce npecenut ['ocromy”. Cera [leTka mocnymia riiac ¢ Heba, OCTaBU OMUJBEHY jOj
MyCTUIbY, U BpaTu ce y EnuBar. Ty oHa, IpoXUBE JOII 1B TOJIUHE, OTIET Y
HEMpPECTaHOM IMOCTY U MOJIUTBH, U OHJIa TIpeaaje 1yx cBoj bory u mpecenu ce y
pajcka Hacesba. YHokojuia ce y VI Beky. MoITu \eHe 4yJ0TBOPHE Y TOKY
BpeMeHa O0exy npenouiene: y apurpan, y TpHuoBo, na onet y lapurpan, na 'y
beorpan. Cana ce nanaze y Pymynuju, y rpany Jamry. ¥ 6eorpaackom rpamy
Haia3u ce Boja (arma3ma) ceere [leTke, koja 4y1IOTBOPHO JIEUH CBE OHE
OoJiecHHKe, KOju ¢ BepoM Yy bora u jby0aBu npema OBOj CBETUTEJHKHU K HOj
nputuuy.++++++

This glorious saint was of Serbian birth, from the town of Epibata, between
Silinaurius and Constantinople. St Petka's parents were wealthy and devout
Christians, and had one son, Euthymius, who became a monk during his parents'
lifetime and later became Bishop of Madytos. After her parents' death, the maiden
Petka, always desirous of the ascetic life for the sake of Christ, left her home and
went first to Constantinople and then to the Jordan wilderness, where she lived to
old age in asceticism. Who can describe all the labours, the sufferings, the
temptations from demons that Petka endured for many years? In her old age, an
angel of God appeared to her and said: ‘Leave the wilderness and go back to your
home." St Petka obeyed the voice from heaven, left her beloved wilderness and
returned to Epibata. She lived a further two years there, still in ceaseless fasting
and prayer, and then gave her spirit into God's hands and went to join the company
of Paradise. She entered into rest in the eleventh century. Her wonderworking
relics were, in the course of time, taken to Constantinople, Trnovo, Constantinople
again and Belgrade. They are now in Romania, in the town of Jassy. St Petka's
spring is to be found in Belgrade. The waters miraculously heal all the sick who,
with faith in God and love for this saint, hasten to ask her aid. Author's note: In the
Greek Synaxarion, there is recorded this miraculous happening with St Petka's help
on the island of Chios in 1442: A hieromonk, Ambrose, was celebrating Vespers in
the church of St Petka. No-one else was in the church. At the end of the service,
rain suddenly began to pour down in torrents with a great roar, and this continued
all night. Ambrose was unable to leave the church. Thinking that the island would
be completely flooded by the storm, he began to pray to St Petka to save his
homeland and soothe God's righteous anger. He had a dream at dawn and saw the
church roofless, and, in the heights, a cloud of light within which stood the form of
a beautiful woman in prayer to God. After her prayer, she said to the priest:
'‘Ambrose, don't be afraid; your homeland is saved." And the rain stopped at once.
From that time, the island of Chios has celebrated St Petka's day with great
solemnity.
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HALLOWEEN, YES OR NO?

It is that time of the year when the secular society in which we live is preparing
for the festival of Halloween. Many do not know its spiritual roots and history,
and why it contradicts the teachings of the Church. The feast of Halloween began
in pre-Christian times among the Celtic peoples of Great Britain, Ireland and
northern France. These pagan peoples believed that life was born from death.
Therefore they celebrated the beginning of the "new year" in the fall (on the eye
of October 31 and into the day of November 1) when, as they believed, the
season of cold, darkness, decay and death began. A certain deity whom they
called Samhain was believed by the Celts to be the Prince of Death and it was he
whom they honored at their New Year's festival*.

From an Orthodox Christian point of view, we can see many diabolical beliefs and
practices associated with this feast which have endured to this time. On the eve
of the New Year's festival, the Druids, who were the priests of the Celtic cult,
instructed their people to extinguish all hearth fires and lights. On the evening of
the festival, a huge bonfire built from oak branches (oak was regarded by the
Celts as sacred) was ignited. Upon this fire sacrifices were burned as an offering in
order to appease and cajole Samhain, the Prince of Death. It was also believed
that Samhain, being pleased by the offerings, allowed the souls of the dead to
return to their homes for a festal visit on this day. It is from this belief that the
practice of wandering about in the dark dressed up in costumes imitating ghosts,
witches, hobgoblins, fairies, etc. grew up. For the living entered into fellowship
and communion with the dead by what was, and still is, a ritual act of imitation,
through costume and the activity of wandering around in the dark of night, even
as the souls of the dead were believed to wander.

The dialogue of trick or treat is also an integral part of this system of beliefs and
practices. It was believed that the souls of the dead who had entered into the
world of darkness, decay and death, and therefore into total communion with and
submission to Samhain, bore the affliction of great hunger on their festal visit. Out
of this grew the practice of begging, which was a further ritual enactment and



imitation of what the Celts believed to be the activities of the souls of the dead on
their festal visit. Associated with this is the still further implication that if the souls
of the dead and their imitators were not appeased with "treats",

i.e., offerings, then the wrath and anger of Samhain would be unleashed through
a system of "tricks", i.e. curses. Such is the true meaning of this pagan feast. It is
then evident that for an Orthodox Christian participation at any level is impossible
and idolatrous, resulting in a genuine betrayal of God and Church. If we
participate in the ritual activity of imitating the dead and wandering in the

dark asking for treats or offering them to children, we then have willfully sought
fellowship with the dead, whose Lord is not Samhain, but rather Satan. It is to
Satan then that these treats are offered, not to children.

There are other practices associated with Halloween from which we must stay
away, such as sorcery, fortune telling, divination, games of chance, witchcraft and
the carving of an ugly face upon a pumpkin and then placing a lit candle within
the infamous Jack O' Lantern. The pumpkin (in older days other vegetables were
used) was carved by the Celts in imitation of the dead and used to convey the
new light (from the sacred oak fire) to the home where the lantern was left
burning through the night. This "holy lantern" is no other than an imitation of the
truly holy votive light (lampada) offered before an icon of Christ and the saints.
Even the use and display of the Jack O'Lantern involves participation in this
"death" festival honoring Satan.

The Holy Fathers of the first millennium (a time when the Church was one and
strictly Orthodox) counteracted this Celtic pagan feast by introducing the Feast of
All Saints. It is from this that the term Halloween developed. The word Halloween
has its roots in the Old English of All Hallow E'en, i.e., the Eve commemorating all
those who were hallowed (sanctified), i.e. Halloween Unfortunately, either due to
lack of knowledge or understanding, the Celtic pagan feast being celebrated on
the same day as the Christian feast of All Saints (in western Christiandom) came
to be known as Halloween.

The people who remained pagan and therefore anti-Christian reacted to the
Church's attempt to supplant their festival by celebrating this evening with



increased fervor. Many of these practices involved desecration and mockery of
the Church's reverence for Holy Relics. Holy things, such as crosses and the
Reserved Sacrament, were stolen and used in perverse and sacrilegious ways. The
practice of begging became a system of persecution designed to harass Christians
who were, by their beliefs, unable to participate by making offerings to those who
served the Lord of Death.

One can see in contemporary Western society that the Western Church's attempt
to supplant this pagan festival with a Christian feast failed. How then did
something that is so obviously contradictory to the Holy Orthodox faith gain such
acceptance among Christian people?

The answer is spiritual apathy and listlessness which are the spiritual roots of
atheism and turning away from God. Today's society urges one that Halloween
and other such festivities, notwithstanding their apparent pagan and idolatrous
origin, are nonetheless harmless and of no consequence. Upon closer
consideration these pagan festivals are the source for destroying any kind of
spiritual foundation and lead to disbelief and outright atheism.

Halloween undermines the very basis of the Church which was founded on the
blood of martyrs who had refused, by giving up their lives, to partake in any form
of idolatry. Holy Mother Church must take a firm stand in counteracting any such
(pagan) events. Christ taught us that God is the judge in all our actions and beliefs
and that we are either FOR GOD or AGAINST GOD. There is no neutral or middle
of the road approach.

Today we witness a revival of satanist cults; we hear of satanic services conducted
on Halloween night. Children are kidnapped by satanists for their ritualistic
sacrifices. Orthodox clergy are ritualistically killed as has happened more than
once in California. Everywhere Satan reaches out to ensnare as many innocent
people as possible. The newsstands are filled with material on spiritualism,
supernatural phenomena, seances, prophesies and all sorts of demonically
inspired works. These works all serve Satan, for they are not the fruit of the Holy
Spirit, but the fruit of the spirit of this world.



FORALL OF YOUR SPIRITUAL NEEDS PLEASE DO NOTHESITATETO CALL

FR. PREDRAG AT 224/388-2605 OR EMAIL HIM AT opredragbojovic@hotmail.com
L o T

Blessings & prayers / brazocnoseu u monumee

Baptism / kpuumenne:

Alexander Constantine Mastrogiannis ( Congratulations to Ilias and Bojana
Mastrogiannis)

Nikolina Korzynek ( Congratulations to Michael & Ljubica Korzynek)

Home blessing / brazocuwarmwe oomosa:.

Pre-nuptial prayers / npeopaunu ucnum:

Marriage / senuame:

Memorial prayers / napacmocu: Ljubomir Bojic, Slobodan Njegomirovic

Remember to contact Fr.Predrag to have birth prayers said on the first, eighth and
40" day of birth the birth of your child. He sa6opasume oa kommaxupame o.Ilpedpaza da o06asu
Monumee 3a Hogopohere npeoe, ocmoe u yempoecemoz 0ana no pohersy.

L L e O  ak t  S S

Thank you very much! Muozo éam xeana!
Those who prepared lunches. May you continue to be an example to others.
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CRKVENI PIKNIK — CHURCH PICNIC
OCTOBER 12, 2013 FROM 12:00PM

FELLOWSHIP AND GOOD FOQOD

SALMON FESTIVAL IN ISSAQUAH IS SCHEDULED FOR THE FIRST WEEKEND OF OCTOBER.
CITY CENTER WILL BE CLOSED FOR THROUGH TRAFFIC! PLAN AHEAD CONVENIENT
ALTERNATE ROUTES!




Let’s build a church together! - H32paoumo upkey 3ajeono!

We have contacted the neighbors on both sides of the road junction and neither one is interested to give us
a variance for a wider 239" Place required by the County at the junction of Issaquah-Hobart Rd. We have
resubmitted the plans and are awaiting County response.

+++++++
++++++

STEWARDSHIP — CTAPATE/bCTBO (/loopouuncmeo)

The Church Board recently concluded that since donations are being sent for the new church project and
stewardship that one form be used for both to better manage the receipt of these funds. There will be no
need to fill out a new form every year unless there is a change in the pledged amounts. The new forms
are available at church or online.

s T L L B s
WE JUST PLACED AN ORDER FOR 2014 PARISH WALL CALENDARS.
WE ARE ALSO IN THE PROCESS OF GETTING NEW SET OF ICONS FOR
OUR ICONOSTASIS AS WELL AS NEW SET OF ALTAR COVERS. |IF YOU
WOULD LIKE TO FINANCIALLY SUPPORT THESE BLESSED PROJECTS
PLEASE CONTACT FR. PREDRAG OR OUR EXECUTIVE BOARD.

ST. SAVA
SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

U AR RRRE mosss s

PLACE 8E

NEW CHURCH PROJECT

PROPOSED SITE PLAN & SCOPE OF WORK
[N w  wee 1. CONSTRUCT NEW CHURCH BLDG.
—_— 15 2. CONSTRUCT 1-STORY ADD TO EXIST'G
ARESRIABUI screor 2-STORY CHURCH BLDG.

Leom0 3. IMPROVE EXIST'G PRIVATE RD.
exare @B oosro s -cncuscReED CRGLE 4. EXTEND WATER SERVICE TO SUBJ. PROP.
- 3 rewme-vocncie 5. EXTEND GAS SERVICE TO SUBJ. PROP.

6. LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT

Kl

House
E0STG
GARAGE
AT

HEW PARKING LOT, 70 SPACES (APN 2223089183 )

NEW PLAY FIELD




YOU CAN MAKE A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE

7”’ ANNUAL ' ORTHODOX
ACTION DINNER

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2013
Vespers: 5:00p.m. ® Dinner: 6:00 p.m.

ST. DEMETRIOS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
2100 Boyer Avenue East ® Seattle, WA 98122

$30 per person

DIOCC

Questions? Please contact Kim Angelis 206-419-0690 or kmgeoca@hotmail.com

Come meet IOCC Development Officer,
Nick Kasemeotes, and learn how I0CC
is helping displaced Syrian families and
other families in need around the world.

REGISTER ONLINE USING THE FORM BELOW

If you would like to participate in this blessed event please contact Mike and
Cathy Jankovic or Mary Jane Vujovic. You can also make reservations using
information provided in this post card or at the following web page:

https://9586.thankyou4caring.org/pages/seattle 10-13-13 action-dinner
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NEW SCHOOL YEAR HAS BEGUN AT OUR CHURCH

Children who attend Sunday school classes are taught to understand the spiritual
values of the Orthodox Christian Faith and to embrace rich customs and traditions of the
Serbian culture. The program is run by our four dedicated volunteers: Radmila
Bojovic, Aleksandra Stefanovic, Tanja Fournier and Silvija Jakovljevic.

Our Serbian Language classes are scheduled to start soon and will be available to
children who want to learn beautiful Serbian Language. This class will be taught by
Professor Bojan Belic from University of Washington. These educational activities are
envisioned as tools in preparing our children to read, write and converse in Serbian.
Classes are held during the school year once per month after the Divine Liturgy.

PLEASE DO NOT MISS THESE GREAT OPPURTUNITIES

ENLIST YOUR CHILD!

B
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NON-PROFIT ORG.
ST. SAVA SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH us. ,ii,s,; AGE
P.O. Box 2366 SEATTLE, WA

IssaQuUAH, WA 98027 PERMIT NO. 1703

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

OCTOBER 2013
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“For where two or three have gathered together in my
name, I am there in their midst.” Matthew 18:20

“I'0e cy 06a unu mpu cadpana y moje ume
Tamo cam u ja melhy wuma.” Mamej 18:20
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www.StSavaChurch-NW.org



