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“We Have Seen the True Light...”

A Pastoral Letter on the subject of Frequent Communion

Considering the fact that many have contacted me, concerned for their salvation,
with the popular question “How often should one commune?”, and considering the
fact that different opinions can be heard on this subject since every person is a
subjective being for whom it is very hard to be objective, | will attempt to answer
according to the best of my humble abilities, trying to base it on the teachings and
tradition of our Holy Orthodox Church, not pretending by this to be infallible in
my thinking.

You have asked the question “How often should one commune?”” and | begin my
answer with a question to you: How often do you need the Lord? Is it a few times a
year, or is it every moment of your life? Holy Communion is a true, profound,
incomprehensible, pervasive encounter with the Lord, the Life giver, the Fountain
of eternal life, and thus the holy fathers call it “the medicine of immortality”, and
the Lord Himself said: “Unless you eat My body and drink My blood, you have no
life in you” (John 6:53). Take note of the grammatical form of these two words
[the imperfect in the original languages] which signifies an action, state or event
which is ongoing, even as the words are spoken. Frightening words, so frightening
that I don’t think we should play around with trite hypotheses of how many times
is sufficient: is it three, or maybe four times a year?...

To the question which then often follows: “Are we worthy to ‘frequently’ receive
communion, | would once again reply with a question: Are we ever worthy of
taking communion? Is there some mathematical formula by which the Lord, and
we, can calculate our worthiness? Or does the Lord Selflessly give



Himself to us in love and mercy as He Himself is Love and Mercy? Such a formula
does not exist! Of course, this does not mean that we can live in sin and
carelessness for our salvation, relying on the fact that the Lord is merciful and that
He loves us. Salvation is realized through God’s mercy and love, but exclusively in
a synergy — cooperation — dynamism — with the Lord and to the Lord and His
uncreated powers — His energies. We make the effort to give all of ourselves, from
“our” God-given energies and talents, battling with our weaknesses and
temptations, at times defeating them and at times falling and, with God’s help,
standing back up. Holy Communion, therefore, is necessary to wake us from the
slumber of sin (as a hymn from Great Lent advises us: “My soul, my soul, arise!
Why are you sleeping? The end is drawing near...”), to strengthen and encourage
us for the podvig [heroic spiritual effort] of the Christian life, to awaken the sleepy
conscious which will certainly pose the constructive-motivating question “Am |
worthy,” but not the destructive form of that question which, under the cloak of a
false humility, makes us withdraw from uniting ourselves with the Lord, or that
makes us limit ourselves, due to our “unworthiness,” to a few times a year.

The Divine Liturgy is our movement towards the heavenly kingdom in which,
surpassing all categories of time and space, we unite ourselves with the Lord and
His saints. It is precisely in this manner that the venerable and newly glorified, but
always celebrated, pan-Orthodox teacher Abba Justin of Celije announced: “The
Divine Liturgy gathers all the past into the present, and travels to the future which
ends in eternity.” Anticipating and foretasting that eternity, that joy of the age to
come, that unending day of the Lord through the Divine Liturgy (through our
uniting ourselves with the Lord), since we have communed — we return to the
world, to this valley of sorrow, to announce and give witness to that joy and
experience, just as we sing in the liturgical hymn immediately after Holy
Communion:

“We have seen the true light, we have received the heavenly
Spirit, we have found the true faith, worshiping the undivided
Trinity Who has saved us.”

The Divine Liturgy then is not a theatrical piece which we attend that it might
prompt us to prayer, but it is an invitation to the Kingdom, a Mystery in which and
by which we truly live “with living life”, and not merely exist. Subsequently, at the
Lord’s invitation that we approach with fear and faith, we shouldn’t excuse
ourselves with some profane reasons, lest we be like those evil and lazy servants
who, though invited, did not go to the wedding feast of the king’s son. Of course,



we must be careful and should not forget that such a celebration requires a true
“wedding garment,” woven from love and Christian virtues.

To conclude: the measure of communing is the measure of your love for the Lord,
your yearning for the Loving Being, an indicator of your need for Him, and with
that, your desire to please Him by following His commandments, and so revealing
Him in them; doing all of this seeking nothing in return but to

be with Him and in Him. All other ideas, | would dare say, are deceptions of the
father of lies, by which he wants to force us to turn from the Lord by our own free
will and remain deaf to His invitation.

Repent, correct your lives, love the Lord by following His commandments, lifting
yourselves to the heights of Christian nobility for “Noblesse oblige” (“Nobility
obliges”).

May your communion be to the health of your bodies and
the salvation of your souls.

Fr. Predrag Bojovic
+++++++ -+

“BUJAECMO CBETJOCT UCTUHUTY...*
WM MACTHPCKO MUCMO HA TeMy peaoBHOT [IpuyemthuBama

C o063upoM ma cy Mu ce MHoru oja Bac obparunu , Opunyhu ce 3a cBoje
CIaceme, ca aKTyeJTHUM MUTAmkEM “KOJIMKO 4ecTo ce Tpeba mpuuemhuBaTtu?”’, u ¢
003UpOM J1a c€ Ha OBY TEMY MOTY UyTH pa3lIMuuTa MUIIBEHA , jep j€ CBAKH YOBEK
cy0jekTuBHO Ouhe KojeM je jako Telmko Aa Oyae o0jeKTUBaH, Mokyuahy 1o cBojuM
CKpOMHUM MoryhHOCTMMa /1a BaM MOHYJIUM OJroBOp, Tpynaehu ce ga uctu Oyne
yTeMEJbEH Ha ydyewy Hu npeawy Hame Csere lLlpkee IIpaBociaBhe, He
npeTeHayjyhu py TOM Ha HEMOTPEIIUBOCT Y MUIIUbEHY.

Bu cre MeHM TmOCTaBWIM MUTamke “KOJMKO 4YecTo Tpeba npa ce
npudenrhyjemMo?” H ja 3alo4umbeM CBOj OATroBop nutameM Bama: Komuko yecto
Bam je morpeban ['ocron? /la au je TO HEKOJMKO MyTa TOJUIIEKE , WIH j€ TO
cBakora TpeHyTka Bamer xuBota? Csero I[lpuuemhe je makiae WCTUHCKO,
OyOMHCKO, pa3yMy HENPHUCTYNHO Mpoxumame ca ['ocrnogoMm, ca KuBoroaasuem,

”

ca M3Bopom OecmptHOocTH, Te Ta crora u CBeru Omu Ha3zuBajy ‘“‘nek
O6ecMpTHOCTH”, a U caMm Je ['ocnion OnaroBectro: “Ko ue jede meno moje u ne nuje



Kp8 mojy nema scueoma y ceou! (Ju. 6, 53). OOpaTuTe NMakmpy HA TpaMaTHUKE
o0nmKe OBe JBE pedH KOje O3Ha4aBajy palime, CTama Wik 30uBama KOje Ce CTAITHO
BpIIIe, YaK M Y BPEMEHY Kaja ce ’uMa roBopu. CTpalllHe peduu, TOJIMKO CTpallHe
7a, YUHU MH ce, He OM CMENHU J]a c€ UTPaMoO ca MPO3auvIHUM XHMITIOTE3aMa KOJHMKO
MyTa je T0BOJHHO, Ja JIU TP WU YETUPH IyTa?...

Ha nurame koje ce oHga camo o cebu Hamehe: ga 1M cMO JIOCTOJHU J1a ce
“gecTo* mpuuemhyjeMo, ja OUX OMNET OJArOBOPHO MHUTAKEM: Ja JIU CMO uUKadd
docmojnu na ce npudectumo? IlocToju au Heka MaremaTHdka (popMyrsa Mo Kojoj
l'ocnon, a U MM, MOXKEMO H3padyHaTH Haimry goctojHoct? Mnu mam ce ['ocmoa
HeceOMUHO aapyje y JbyOaBu u muioctu Oyayhu Cam JbyGa u Muinoct? He
noctoju! HapaBHO, TO He 3HaYM J1Ja MOKEMO JIa )KHBUMO Y TPEXy M HEMapy 3a CBOje
craceme, oclamajyhu ce Ha ¢akatr ga je ['ocmom MmiocTuB U Ja Hac JbyOw.
Cnaceme ce ocTBapyje MO MUJIOCTH U JbyOaBu bBOXHjoj amu HCKIbYYHBO Y
CUHEPTUJU — capailmbh — AUHAMUIM — JIBUTY ca ['ocmomom u ka l'ocnony u
HETBOPEHHM cHiamMa — eHeprujama tberoBum. Mu ce Tpyaumo J1a JaMoO CBO]
MakcuMyM oj “cBojux‘ borom-napoBaHux eHepruja u TajeHarta, Oopehu ce ca
HallluM ci1abocThMa U UCKylllewhuMa, Hekall nodehyjyhu a Hekana nagajyhu, na y3
boxujy nomoh ycrajyhu. Csero Ilpuuenthe crora m jecte morpedHO na Ou Hac
npoOyIWIIOo M3 CHa rpexoBHOr (Kao IMTO HaM M IMOpydYyje jeaHa BEIMKOIOCHA
cruxupa: “J{ymo Moja, IyIio Moja, yCTaHH IITO CIaBalll, Kpaj ce MpUOJImKaBa. .. ),
71a OM HAC 3aTHM OKPEMHJIO U OCHAXKHIIO 32 TIOJIBUT XPHUIITNAHCKOT KUBJbEHA, TE Ja
O6u mpoOyaMII0 ycraBaHy caBecT Koja he MOCTaBUTH KOHCTPYKTHUBHO-TIOJACTHUIIA]HO
NUTamke “‘7a Ju caM JOCTOjaH, alM HE M JACCTPYKTUBHHM OOJIMK TOT IUTama KOjU
Hac TOJl TUTAIITOM JIAXKHOT CMHUpPEHa W CKPOMHOCTH Tepa Ja OIyCTajeMO O]l
cjemumema ca ['ocmogoM WM Ja ce OrpaHMYaBaMO Ha CBEra HEKOJMKO ITyTa
TOJIUIIIHE 300T Hallle “HEeI0CTOJHOCTH .

Cgera Jlutypruja je Ham ABUT — MOKpeT Ka IlapcTBy HeOeckoM y KojeMm ce,
npeBasuiazehu cBe BpeMEHCKE M TIPOCTOPHE KaTeropuje, CjeumbyjeMo ca
l'ocnomom u Cpetuma IberoBum. YmpaBo Tako OylaroBecT  NPEnojoOHU U
HOBOIIPOCTIABJbEHU, a OJaBHO ciaBjbeHH, ABa Jyctun Themmjcku, Taj
cBempaBociaBHU yuuTesb: “‘CBera Jlutypruja je cBa mnpomnuioct calOpaHa y
CaJaNImboCT, MyTyje y OyayhHOCT Koja ce 3aBpiaBa BewHouihy”’. AnTununupajyhu,
nakie, mpeaokymajyhu Ty Beunoct, Ty pagoct bynyher Beka, Taj He3zanaznu Jlan
INocnioamwu kpo3 Ceety Jlutyprujy (kpo3 cjenumeme ca 'ocrnoiom), IomrTo cMo ce



MIPUYECTUIIM — MU C€ OHJ]a BpahaMo OBJie Ha 3eMJbY, Y JIOJMHY I1aya, 1a Ty pajocT
U TO HCKYCTBO OJIarOBECTMMO M CBEIOYMMO, Oaml Kao ITO W TeBaMo Y
JUTYPrUjCKUM MecMama HernocpenHo HakoH Caetor [lpuuentha: “Bugjexom Csjet
uctunyj”, naxie: “Bugecmo CBersiocT UCTUHUTY, nmpumucMmo Jlyxa Hebeckora,
Hahocmo Bepy uctunuty, HepaznespuBoj Tpojuim ce mokiaoHucmo, OHa Hac je
criacuia‘’.

Haxne Cgeta Jlutypruja HUje MO30PUIIHA KOMaJl KOME MPUCYCTBYjeMO [
Ou Hac mojcTakao Ha MoJuTBY , Beh mo3uB y IlapctBo, TajHa y K0joj] U KOjoM
3amcTa )XKUBUMO ‘“KMBUM JKHBOTOM™, a He camo Outuiemo. [Ipema Tome, Ha 103UB
['ocrioamu 1a ca cTpaxoM W BEPOM MPHUCTYIMMO HE CMEMO C€ M3roBapaTH HEKUM
npodaHuM pasno3uMa, a He OM OWIIM Kao OHE 3JI€ U HEMApHE CIyr'e U 3BaHULE
KOje HUCY OTHIIIE Ha CBaJ0y IapeBor cuHa u3roapajyhu ce. HapaBHo, Mopamo
Na3uTH U HE CMEMO 3a00paBUTH Ja TaKBa CBEUAHOCT IOJpa3yMeBa M 3axTeBa
UCTUHCKO “CBa0CHO PyX0*, caTKaHO O] JbyOaBU U XpUITNAHCKUX BPJIMHA.

Jla 3akspyuynMo: Mepa mnpudemhuBama je Mepa Bamie spy0aBu mnpema
[Nocniony, mepa xyame 3a Jbyossenum buhem, nokasaress Baiie motpe6e 3a Hbum,
a camuM TuM U Barne xxesbe 1a My yroaute TBopehu 3anosectu therose u y muma
I'a oTkpuBajyhu, cBe To unHehu He Tpakehu HUIITA 32 y3BpaT OCUM Jia OyeTe y3
Hbera, ca tbum u y Bbemy. CBe octane uzaeje, ycyauo oux ce pehu, nojapana cy oma
JaX KOJOM OH Xohe Ja Hac HaTepa J1a ce CI00OJHUM H300pOM OKPEHEMO OJ
I'ocrioga u octaneMo riayBu Ha Hberos no3us.

[loxajre ce , ucnpaBure xuBoTe Bame , spyoutre I'ocnmoma TBOpehu
3anoBectu bberose , y3amxkyhu ce Ha BUCHMHE XpUIINAHCKOT JOCTOjaHCTBA jep,
“Noblesse oblige*, na cprickom: INTEMCTBO OBABE3VJE!

Ha 3apagssbe u cmaceme Bam 6miio [Ipuyenthe!

[IpesButep [peapar bojoruh
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Blessings & prayers / baazocnosu u monumee

Baptism / kpuumeme: Alexander Constantine Mastrogiannis (September 21th)
Home blessing / brazocuwvarwe oomosa:

Pre-nuptial prayers / npeopaunu ucnum:

Marriage / senuame:

Memorial prayers / napacmocu:

Remember to contact Fr.Predrag to have birth prayers said on the first,
eighth and 40™ day of birth the birth of your child. He sa6opasume oa
konumaxupame o.Ilpeopaza oa o6asu monumee 3a Hosopohene npeoz, ocmoz
u yempoecemoz oana no polermy.
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bnazooapumo ceuma na ceakoj eépcmu nomohu kao u Hawum
cecmpama u cynpyzama Ha RPURPEMary yYKycHUX HedebHux pyuxkosa!

We express gratitude to all of you who offered assistance of any kind, also to
those who prepared delicious Sunday lunches. May you continue to be an
example to others.

B

STEWARDSHIP - CTAPATEJbCTBO (/lo6pounHCTBO)

The Church Board recently concluded that since donations are being sent for the
new church project and stewardship that one form be used for both to better
manage the receipt of these funds. There will be no need to fill out a new form
every year unless there is a change in the pledged amounts. The new forms are
available at church or online.

PLEASE CONSIDER BECOMING A MEMBER OF OUR STEWERDSHIP
PROGRAM! You will help our ministry but also express gratitude to God Who
bestows abundant blessings upon us and our families.

KO OPKBY BOXNJY IIOMAXE BOI'Y CAMOME IIO3AJMJBYJE A
BOI' HUKAZIl HUKOM IYKAH OCTAO HUJE!



The Stewardship of Thanksgiving

EXALTATION v g HOLY CROSS

"Having partaken of the holy, divine, immortal, life-creating and awesome Mysteries of
Christ, let us worthily give thanks unto the Lord."(Divine Liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom). Giving thanks is something that seems intrinsically difficult in our modern
American culture. To tell someone else, "thank you," for doing something, implies that
we need someone else beyond ourselves. Even for Orthodox Christians, one rarely
hears a thank you-especially because, "we should be doing it for God anyway, why
should we be thanked?" And yet, as the aforementioned petition clearly says, the one
thing for which we are considered "worthy" is to give thanks! So, how do we care for this
Gift of saying "Thank You?"

As every good thing is a gift of God, our thanksgiving should always be directed toward
the Creator of all. However, in order for us to be able to lift up our hearts-in order to care
for this gift of Thanksgiving-we must first approach God in repentance. We have only to
look at the thematic development of the prayers of the Psalms in order to see this
essential pattern. The Psalmist writes through a series of prayers of repentance prior to
those Psalms of Praise. It is only after we say, "Lord have mercy," that we can ever
proclaim, "O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures



forever!" (Psalm 107: 1).

This Gift of Thanksgiving must also be practiced. We cannot possibly expect to be able
to lift up our hearts in thanks to God if we cannot look another person in the eye and
say, "Thank you." Yet, for many different reasons, this simple and necessary effort is
overlooked in today's American society. This lack of thanksgiving is nothing new; but it
is truly a problem.

If someone does something for us, we should thank them. Better yet, we should tell
them, "I give thanks to God for you." Thus, the thanksgiving is directed through them,
and ultimately aimed at the source of the good thing, God Himself. Contrarily, we should
not do things expecting to get thanked. If we do, then we have already received our
reward. The intention of the heart in doing something good has already been fulfilled in
hearing a thank you-in "getting glory" here on earth. If we offer ourselves to one another
in love, however, then our actions themselves become an act of praise.

This is another way of caring for this wonderful Gift of Thanksgiving-to do things for
others, expecting nothing in return. Our Lord reminded us of this very thing, when He
said, "But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and
your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High..." (Luke 6:35). It is only
when we do things for others and ask nothing for ourselves that we participate in the
sacrificial love of Christ for the world. And, this is the expression of thanksgiving to God
in how we live our lives that becomes the continuation of the "Thanksgiving" Offering-
the Holy Eucharist.

Now is the time to enter into a regular relationship of thanksgiving with God by
participating in the Holy Eucharist. Now is the time to reach out to our neighbors in order
to be the loving presence of God for them. Now is the time to do things for others,
expecting nothing in return. Now is the time to say "thank you" to one another,
especially when the recipient isn't expecting it. Now is the time to give thanks to God for
those who have helped us!

May the Lord our God bring us to a repentant life necessary to lift up our hearts in the
Gift of Thanksgiving for all that He has done for us. May He strengthen us in this
thanksgiving through regular practice of thanking one another. May He grant to us the
understanding that every good thing comes from Him, so that we might direct this
glorious Thanksgiving in a continual offering of praise to Him both now and forever!
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Let’s build a church together!
N3rpaagumMo npkKBy 3ajeaHo!

Kao ce upxea 2paou oywa ce oonaswa!
In the process of building a new church our souls are
being renewed!

We have contacted the neighbors on both sides of the road junction and neither one
IS interested to give us a variance for a wider 239th Place required by the County at
the junction of Issaquah-Hobart Rd. We have resubmitted the plans and are

awaiting County response.
+++++++++H R

ST. SAVA
SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
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NEW CHURCH PROJECT

PROPOSED SITE PLAN & SCOPE OF WORK
e A 3
w  *® . 2. CON: 1 ADD TO EXIST'G
— - TR, 28TORY CHURCH BLDG.
i, I- | moo 3. IMPROVE EXISTG PRIVATE RD.
| mara | G O v s 0k 4. EXTEND WATER SERVICE TO SUB.. PROP.

5. EXTEND GAS SERVICE TO SURJ. PROP.
6. LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT
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ST. SAVA SERBIAN ORTHODOX

CHURCH
14916 239™ PLACE SE, (P.O.B. 2366) ISSAQUAH, WA 98027

PRESBYTER PREDRAG BOJOVIC, PARISH PRIEST

August 6, 2013

We are seeking your support for St. Sava Serbian Orthodox Church’s 3rd Annual
Fundraiser Auction Dinner Party to be held on November 23rd 2013. We need your help
to make this event a success and hope that you will consider contributing an item to
auction to the highest bidder. We anticipate approximately 300 guests at this function and
the funds raised will go toward a Church Building Fund with your 100% tax-deductible
donation being used to fund the building of a new church for our growing community. All
gifts will be formally acknowledged with a thank you card.

St. Sava Serbian Orthodox Church (Tax Identification Number 91-1443840) was
established in Issaquah, Washington in December, 1986 to provide a place where
Orthodox Christians can help each other save their souls by becoming better
Orthodox Christians, accepting and following the teachings of Jesus Christ, and
serving Him. Since the inception of our church, the parishioners of St. Sava Serbian
Orthodox Church have been active community members, dedicated to contributing
to the common good through volunteering and practicing the basic teachings of the
Church while preserving our Serbian heritage. In the 26 years since our founding,
our parish and Sunday School have continued to grow to the point where we require
additional space to worship God and support our community.

Enclosed please find additional information about our Fall Dance and Church
Building Fund. Please feel free to call Ana Ristich, Fall Dance Committee Chair, at
(206) 334-6130 with any questions you may have.

On behalf of St. Sava Serbian Orthodox Church, our Board of Directors, and the
Church Building Committee, we would like to thank you in advance for your support
and look forward to seeing you on November 23, 2013 at our Fall Dance.

Sincerely,
Father Predrag Bojovic Keith Fournier
Parish Priest President, Board of Directors
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“For where two or three have gathered together in my
name, | am there in their midst."" Matthew 18:20

“I'0e cy 06a unu mpu cabpauna y moje ume
Tamo cam u ja mehy wuma” Mm.18:20
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www.StSavaChurch-NW.org



