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CONFESSION / REPENTANCE

The topic at a recent clergy retreat | attended was “The Sacrament of Confession: Contemporary Pastoral
Challenges and Questions”. This retreat was very enlightening and | wanted to share with you some highlights.
Some of you, being baptized, have come to holy confession on occasion, while some have never been to holy
confession even if baptized. You might wonder what is confession all about and not knowing, didn’t understand
the need to confess your ‘sins’.

One should first remember that confession is not about fulfilling some legal obligation to say ‘I’m guilty’ and to
look for someone to pronounce that ‘you have been pardoned — absolved of your sin’ — although absolution is part
of the sacrament. Tied to confession is a very important aspect and that is ‘repentance.” Without repentance there
is no real confession. To repent means that one is truly sorry for the act and will work diligently not to repeat it.

But there is more to this. We were created in the image and likeness of God, which is good. When we do
something that we know we shouldn’t, we tarnish this image. The ‘process’ of confession and repentance is a
type of cleansing to remove the tarnish from our image. That is, a returning to the original gift that God has
bestowed. In a way, it is a conversion, a response to God’s gift, from our inappropriate behavior to a life in Christ
who represents everything wholesome and good. This process reintegrates and reconciles us with each other and
with God. It is impossible to live in isolation and think that we are still human beings. Every time we do
something that separates ourselves from others and God, we distance ourselves to such an extent that we can’t
even live with ourselves. As you can surmise this is all about relationships.

Even though the committed sin is a concern, it is not the focus, but rather the motivation that leads to sin that is
what we should be concerned about. Unfortunately, our society emphasizes self and thereby creates an
environment where the other person becomes secondary and this creates an attitude in us of being more important
and better than the other person. Just look at all the competitions that surround us. If we are not behaving as we
should, aren’t we then ‘broken’ - not reflecting that image that God intended?

The healing process of this brokenness requires forgiveness. To sin against someone causes the other person to
also fall into sin. So when does this cycle end? When forgiveness is present. For forgiveness to be truly
affective requires that we understand the other person and their failings and still love them, and to forget the
transgressions. When we feel ‘hurt’, what has been hurt? Our ego! How can one learn to be humble when our
haughtiness gets in the way?

Be aware that our virtues and successes actually separate us while our sins / brokenness unites us. Christ broke
His body and spilled His blood for us — for our salvation. When we partake of Holy Communion we receive that
broken ‘body’ and ‘blood’” and become united with Him and His Holy Church. His ‘brokenness’ heals our
brokenness because He lived as a human being. That is why it is important to receive Holy Communion
regularly. As we receive Christ, we become more united with Him and at the same time we come closer to each
other. To paraphrase St. John Climacus, ‘mortal meets mortal and brings about immortality.’
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This process of repentance is the beginning of returning to the new life that we began when we were baptized.
Repentance should be joyful because it is a restoration. Even though there is a tendency to look back at the sins
committed, we really need to look forward to a wholesome future life. In effect our ‘old self’ dies and we become
a ‘new person’. To be able to reach this awareness requires that we deepen our self-knowledge. Once we truly
know ourselves, we can then give ourselves away — empty ourselves of our self. This is the road toward holiness.
Quite often, however, we deceive ourselves when we look into the mirror pretending that we are something we
are not. Yes, the truth is hard to bear because of our self-image, but that is exactly what brings about our
downfall.

Christ preached, “...repent, for the Kingdom is at hand.” Isn’t that what we are striving for — the Kingdom? This
implies a desire to join and who doesn’t want to be part of something? Why not be part of the best part?

A person might be reluctant to confess their sins because they are worried what the priest will think of them. St.
Cyril of Jerusalem reminds us that ‘our sins cannot surpass God’s love for us.” Likewise, the priest also loves us
because he also is a sinner and can relate to our sins. He is not there to judge but rather to bear witness of your
struggles and share in helping you to fix your brokenness as he repairs his brokenness.

For those of you who have children you remember how difficult it is to constantly cope with hearing your toddler
say ‘no’. We have forgotten to say ‘no’. We need to say ‘no’ more often to the things that will drag us down and
ruin our lives — passions out of control. If we care for others, then we begin to share our love and are able to
forgive much more easily. Sharing is fundamental to humility. We need to learn to be together in one space and
as St. James says in his epistle, “...confess to one another.” We heal ourselves when we heal others because we
are dependent upon each other.

So when we come to confession we should remember that confession is more than confessing our sins. It is
confessing our belief in God - reinforcing our faith. That is why we recite the Creed before giving our
confession. For by acknowledging our sins, we understand what God expects from us and have a desire to please
Him. This is a life-long process that requires constant renewal and reinforcement.

In Christ,
Fr. llija

HUCITOBECT U ITIOKAJILE

Tema Ha jeqHOM HeOaBHOM CBelieHHYKOM TMOBIAvYeHy Ha KomMe caM Ouo mpucytan Oumna je: ,,CBera TajHa
ucnosect: [lacTupcku u3a3zoBu U muTama™. OBO MOBIaYeHE je OMIO MHOTO MPOCBETIHEHO U XKeleo OMx Aa
MOJETMM HEKOJIMKO Tadaka. Hekn o7 Bac, KOjU cTe KPIITEHH, 0Ma3min cte Ha CBeTy TajHy UCIIOBECT, JOK HEKH
ce HUCY HMKaJa MCIOBEAWIM W aKo Cy KpIITeHH. Moxa ce muTaTte 1ITa je CBe Y TOj HCIOBECTH U He 3Hajyhw,
HHUCTE pazyMeiu NoTpedy Ja UCIOBEIUTE Ballle rpexe.

ITpBo Tpeba na 3amaMTHTE Jla UCIIOBECT HHUje MCIYHhaBambe HEKe Jieraine obaBese aa Kaxere ,,Ja cam KpuB“ U jia
TpaXKHUTE J1a HEKO BaM Kaxe, ,,J1a CH ONpaBjiaH — oclio0oleH o1 TBOT rpexa” — W ako ONpaIlTaj je 1e0 OBE TajHe.
IToreszano ca ucnosenihy je jeqan BakaH aclekT U TO je ,,llokajame”. be3 nokajama Hema mpase ucrosecTH. [a ce
MoKaje 3HAYH J1a je YOBEK 3arCTa kKallocTaH 300T OHOT IITO je ypaauo u Jaa he MapJbUBO MOKYIIATH J1a HE TOHOBH
TO.

Anu uma jom o oBome. CTBopeHu cMmo y boxwujem smky, mro je 1oopo. Kana Hemto ypaaumo mro He OuX cMemu
YPaauTH, MU 3alpJbaMo 0Baj JHK. [Ipolec ucmnoBecTy U nMokajama je T YUIIhemba Ja OYMCTUMO NPJbaBIITHHY O
Harrer Jika. To je, Bpahatu ce y opurnHaidHu qap Koju je bor mogapro. Ha Hekn HauwH, TyXoBHO Oyheme, 031uB
Ha O6oxwuju nap. Hemoryhe je )xuBeTn ocamibeH U MUCIIUTH J]a CMO jolI Jbycka 6uha. Kaga ron ypaauMo Hermro
IITO HAC OfIBaja o Apyrora u bora, mMu ce yna/buMo 70 Te Mepe Ja He MOXKEMO JaK HH JKUBETH ca cobom. Kako
CTe MPUMETUIIN OBO j€ CBE O OJHOCHMA.



Mana yuumeHH Tpex je Opura, HAje GhOKyC, Hero MOTHBaIMja Koja je Hac JoBeja Jia TpelmmMo Tpeba OUTH Hara
Opura. Ha »xamoct, Ham cBeT MCTHYE CEOMYHOCT M C TUM CTBapa aMOMjEHT y KOME JApyra ocoba IMoCTOju
CHOpeJlHa, U OBO CTBapa CTaB Y Hama Jla CMO BHIIC BaKHM M O0JbHM Hero japyra ocoba. Camo morienajre
KOMIICTCHIINje (TaKMHUYame) OKO Hac. AKO ce He MoHamaMo Kako Ou Tpebaiu aa I HUCMO OHJA ,,CIIOMJBEHH"* —
HE oJIpKaBaMO OHAj JIMK KoMe je bor xTeo?

[porec n3nerbema OBe CIOMILEHOCTH 3aXTeBa MpainTame. [la TpeniMo MpoTHB IPYrora MpaBH Jia IPYTH YOBEK
ncto magHe y rpex. [la onpa kana na oBaj nukiyc npectane? Kana ce Hanasu npamrame. Jla Ou npamrame Omiio
3ancTa e(h)MKACHO 3aXTEBa Jia pa3yMeMO JIPYTor YOBEKa W HETOB MaJl M jOII Ja Ta BOJIMMO, U Jia 3a00paBUMO
npectyre. Kama ce ocerumo yBpehenm, mrTo je yBpeheno? Ham ero! Kakxo moxemo Hayuntm na Oynemo
CKPYIICHH aKO TOPJI0CT HaM cMeTa?

Bynute onpe3Hu 1a Halle BpJIMHE ¥ IMOCTYIIIN HAC aKTyallHO 0J1Bajajy JIOK HAIM IPECH — CIOMJBEHOCT IOBE3Yje
Hac. XpHUCTOC je CIOMHO CBOj€ TEJI0 M MPOJHO CBOjy KPB 3a Hac — 3a Hamie crnaceme. Kama mpumumo CBeTo
npuyenthe MU MPUMaMO TO CIOMJBEHO TEJO W KpB U Ouhemo yjenumenu ca tbum u BberoBom Ceerom LlprBom.
HberoBa cioMIbeHOCT JIeUW HaIly CIOMJBEHOCT 3aTO je JKMBEO Kao 4oBeK. To je: 3amTo je BaKHO Ja MPUMHUTE
Ceery Tajuy I[lpuuentha yecro. Kama npumumo Xpucra, ouhemo Buile yjeaumeHu ca tbum u y mcro Bpeme
npubIrmkaBaMo ce jeaan apyrome. [la mapadpasupam CB. JoBana JlecTrBuHUMKA, ,,CMPTHUK CPETHE CMPTHHKA H
noBeJie 0e3CMPTHOCT .

OBaj mpouec mokajama je moderak Bpahama Ka HOBOM XHMBOTY KOjH CMO IMOYENH Kajad CMO OWMJIM KPIUTEHH.
Iokajame Tpeba na Oyzae panocHO jep je pecraypauuja. U ako je TeHOeHLHMja Aa MOrjieJaMo Hasal Ha rpexe Koje
CMO YYHMHUWIIM, Y CTBapU TpedaMo Ja MOorJIelaMo YHaIpe ] Ka 31paBoM OyayheM kuBOTy. YcCTBapu Halle CTapo
Oyhe ymupe u mocrajeMo HOBM 4YOBeK. Jla O JomIIM 10 OBOT TO3HAaBama 3axTeBa Ja NPOJYOMMO HaIle
camono3HaBame. Kaga 3amcra cno3Hamo cebe, OHIa MOXKEMO CE HCIPa3HUTH O caMu cebe. OBO je MyT CBETOCTH.
Wnak, yecTo MU ce BapamMo Kaja ce MorjieaaMo y oriefaio Muciehu 1a cMoO HEeITo ITO HUCMO. McTHHA, Temko
je moiHeTH 300T HAIIe CITUKE O ceOH, alli TO je Oall mTo JOBOIH JIa MaTHEMO.

XpwucTtoc je mporoBenao, ,,lokajre ce, jep LlapctBo ce mpubmmkasa®™. Jla mu Huje oBo yemy texumo — Llapcry?
OBo nopazymeBa keJby Jia ce yWIaHHUMO M KO He el Jia Oye jeo Hevera? 3amro HeOu OWIK 1e0 011 HajOosber
nena?

Moxna ce 90BEK OIMHUpE J1a UCTIOBEIN CBOje Tpexe jep ce OpuHe 1mTa he cBemTeHuK Mucnutu o ieMy. CB. Kupun
Jepycanemcku monceha Hac aa ,,Haly rpecu He Mory npeasuhu koymko bor Hac Bonmu™. CiinyHo u CBEIITCHUK
HCTO HAaC BOJIM 3aTO OH HCTO j€ IPEIIHUK U MOXeE /1a c€ OJHOCH ca HammM rpecuMa. OH HUje Ty na ocyhyje Hero
Jla CBEJIOYHM O TBOjOj OOpOM W TMONEIN W TOMOTHE Ja IOMPaBU TBOjY CIOMJBEHOCT JOK OH MOIMPAaBH HHETOBY
CJIOMJBEHOCT.

3a Bac Koju mMare Jelry, cehare ce Kako je TemIKo MOJHOCHUTH CBaKW IMyT Kajia TBOje Majo nete kaxe ,,HE®. Mu
cMo 3a0opaBuin Kako ja kaxemo ,,HE®. Mopamo Bumie ka3atu ,,HE® onum cTBapuma koje hie Hac mosectu na
MaJHEMO W YHHIITUTH Hall KUBOT — CTPAcTU BaH KOHTposie. AKO ce OpHHEMO 3a JIpyre, OHJa MOYHEEMO Aa
JIeNMO Hally Jby0aB W OHZAa HaMm je Jakmie na mpamramo. [logeneme je OocHOBa Ka CKpOMHOCTH. Mopamo
Hay4YUTH Kako Ja ce JAPYKMMO Ha MCTOM MeCTy U kao mTo je CB. JakoB pekao y CBOjOj IMOCIAHUIIH, ,,....
WCTIOBE/IajTe ce jeaH aApyroMe...” Mu ce u3neunMo Kaja u3JIeunuMo JIpyre jep 3aBUCUMO jeHU O APYTHX.

[la xama mohlemMo Ha WMCMOBECT CETMMO CE J1a WCIIOBECT je BHIIIE HEro caMO HCTOBedame Hammx rpexa. OHo je
ucrnoBeame Hamre Bepe y bora — morBphuBajyhu namy Bepy. To je 3amro msropapamo CumO01 Bepe mpHje HEro
ce ucroBenamo. [Ipm3Hajyhm Hame rpexe, Mu pasymemo mra bor odekyje onq Hac W mMMaMmo >kelby na la
3a710B0JbMMO. OBO je TyTrOKUBOTHHU MPOIIEC KOjU 3aXTeBa CTATHO 0OHABIbAME M TOTBPHHUBAbE.

VY Xpucry,
0. Unnmja



Blessings & prayers / brazocnosu u moaumee

Baptisms / kpuumeme: Natalija Lamb

Healing prayers / monaumee 3a 30pas.we. Georgi lvanov, Drago Cvetkovich
Home blessing / Brazocumware oomosa: Dr. Srdja Bulatovic

Slava / Cnase: St. Demetrios: Nebojsa Solunac Family, Milan Stefanoivic Family,
Djoko Trifkovic Family. Sts. Cosmos / Damian: Tihomir Tepsa Family. St.
George: Zoran Glisic Family, Slavoljub Jovic Family, Novka Marjanovic Family,
Dragan Popovich Family. St. Archangel Michael: Dusan Dangubic Family,
Dragoljub Grujic, Darko Hrle Family, Srdjan Jakovljevic Family, Srdjan Jovcic
Family, Nikola Rudic Family, Radoje Spasojevic Family, Vojislav Stijacic Family.
St. Stefan Decanski: Ilija Orlovic Family.

Memorial prayers / napacmoce: Novakovic Family, Subotic Family,

Remember to contact Fr. Ilija to have birth prayers said on the first, eighth and 40" day of birth the
birth of your child. He 3a6opasume oa konmaxupame o. Hnujy xaxo 6u mozao oa ouuma moaumee
3a Hoeopolene npeoz, ocmoz u uempoecemoz 0ana no pohemny.
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Thank you very much!
Mmnozo eam xeana!

Fall Dinner/Dance Volunteers.

Church lunches: KSS & others.
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Transportation

Many of our parishioners are not able to come to church because
they don’t have a way to get there. If anyone is able to provide
transportation, please contact Fr. llija.

MHoro mapoxujaHa HUCY y MoryhHocTH na noh)y y HpKBy Ha
Oorociyxeme jep HeMajy cpeAcTBa. AKO je HEeKO y MOTYhHOCTH
Jla MX JIOBEJIE, MOJIUM Bac KOHTaKTupajTe o. Mnujy.




Sunday
School

During this
month  we
will
continue to _.
learn about [
our
Orthodox
Faith and
begin to
prepare for
our
Savindan
Program in
January.

Fall Dinner / Dance Fund Raiser

This year’s fund
raiser for our
new church
building project
was a huge
success thanks
to the leadership
of Milan
Stefanovic and
" many volunteers
including  but
not limited to
KSS president
Julia Kokeza
and all the

Sisters, and

auction
organizer Ana
Ristic along

with her team.



Let’s build a church together! - H3zpaoumo upxey 3ajeono!

We have submitted preliminary plans to the County for review. On December 13 we will have a
meeting with the Planning Department at the County to receive their comments. After updating the
drawings we will submit a formal application for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP). After we obtain
approval on this CUP, we will begin preparing working drawings for the new church building, hall
addition and road and utilities. Before we can begin construction we need to pay off the loan on the

land. Please help to pay off this off!
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STEWARDSHIP — CTAPATE/bCTBO (/loopouuncmeo)

The new year is upon us it is time for you to renew your commitment to help St. Sava Church cover its
operating expenses. This stewardship contribution should not be confused with donations for the new
building project, rituals and bookstore. They are different. So once you search your heart and determine
how much you plan to contribute to St. Sava this coming year, please allocate your donations
accordingly. Remember that Stewardship is not just about money, but also returning to the church
God’s gifts of time and talents that He has bestowed upon you. Thank you!
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