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The Cross of Christ — A Reflection +rofessor I.M. Andreyev
“O Invincible and incomprehensible and divine power of the preciousliédiving Cross, forsake not us
sinners.” (From the order of Great Compline)
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’ IR W ey Wit ot 1Bl | Gazing upon the Cross with his mind and heart, the Christian goes deepe
| A LL) ~ that symbol and grows spiritually. Just as a plant neetik feoil, moisture,
L MW\ '] and sunlight in order to grow, so a Christian needs the Croskrist @ his

i . Il spiritual and physical life, for the Cross of Christ provides hiith
nourishment, drink, warmth, and light.

Our difficult, awful, evil, and hurried time does not allow us to foous
concentration.  People crave entertainment, a variety of exges,
productions, ideas, feelings, and actions. The Cross calls usdtavar
opposite. In it there is no movement, no change, no external variatiom. T
Cross demands that we concentrate our attention upon the deftlessotil.
Then, in its simplicity, stillness, and silence, its infinite sabse and
bottomless depth of meaning opens up to us.

The Holy Apostle Paul wanted to know nothing in the world “saasug
Christ, and Him Crucified”(l Corinthians 2: 2). This was beeatosknow the
Lord Jesus Christ, crucified on the Cross, gives one everythingelds.n©n the Cross is written everything that
we need to know about God and about ourselves... our fall and our tiestooar sin and Divine Mercy. The
Cross instructs us in great patience and humility, love andvérgss of all, crucifixion of our flesh and hope in
eternal salvation. The outstretched, crucified arms cléedy witness to the fact that the Lord does not desire
the death of a sinner, and that He is ready to forgive and eenbv@ryone who truly repents, regardless of how
sinful they might be.

From ancient times and still today, the Orthodox Church has ewadidhe Cross a great defense against all
disease, whether physical or spiritual. This is why samejuity, Christians have worn the Cross on their breast.
To wear such a Cross was considered to be: 1) a confession thagngoa Christian, and 2) a defense, “to ward

off any evil.” Even today, one often sees written on Crosses twhe an the breast, the words, “O Lord, Save

and Protect [me]!”

The Cross is a great, invincible weapon that conquers all, but this igsi@ealdupon faith and piety. The Cross is
first of all the symbol of our salvation. In signing ourselvethwhe sign of the Cross, we pray to God the Father
through His Son's Cross or to our Savior, God the Son Himself thrbadbross of His Golgotha, or to God the
Holy Spirit— again through the Savior's Cross, through the Qugsshich He acquired the right to send us the
Comforter. Signing oneself with the sign of the Cross hascpkat meaning when praying for forgiveness and
salvation, for we cannot be forgiven or saved on account of angrn@agnserits, no matter how great they might



be! It is only thanks to the Passion of Christ, at the prid¢i®precious blood, and only after our repentance and
the fruits of repentance, that we dare hope in forgiveness and @alvati

The Cross is the most-powerful, almighty source of comfort aedgttr in times of sorrow, despondency, and
despair. The Cross is the last hope of those who despair, and it neverghame those who have hope.

The Cross teaches us humility and patience, sobriety and discegyrpugty of heart, faith, hope and Christ’s

sincere love. Ordinary earthly love is egocentric andistelfwhile Christ’'s true love is sacrificial and

compassionate.

To a true Christian, the Cross of Christ cannot but evokeiprogal, grateful, compassionate and sacrificial love
for the Lord, together with a yearning to be crucified with GhHewever, the Cross is not simply a symbol of
suffering. It is also a symbol of victory, and of the triumphooktland truth. It is also a symbol of the eternal joy
that follows temporary suffering, a joy that nothing can evex feom us. The Cross truthfully promises us that
every little tear will be wiped away, that all sorrow boroe €hrist's sake, will turn to joy, that the droplets of
tears, blood, and sweat a Christian who loves Christ shedse @fodeath will become diamonds, rubies and
pearls of inexpressible beauty in the Kingdom of Heaven.

A Christian child’s first conscious religious action should tbéntdependently sign himself with the sign of the
Cross. A Christian makes the sign of the Cross upon awakengigutd be his final action upon going to bed. A
Christian signs himself with the sign of the Cross before &ed @ating, before and after studies, upon going
outside, before beginning any work, before taking medication, befenging a letter received in the mail, upon
receiving unexpected happy or sad news, upon entering someonéefse’sa train, or a ship, and in general, at
the beginning of any journey, recreational walk, or excursion, &dfathing, visiting the sick, going to court, to
an interrogation, to jail, into exile, before an operation, befdratide, before academic or other lectures, before
and after a meeting or gathering, etc. However, just as onenoiugrear a Cross as an amulet, one should not
turn the sign of the Cross into a talisman, for both thesCand the sign of the Cross are simply external
expressions of that which must be in a Christian’s heart: humility, faithhape in the Lord.

When a Christian dies, others, his relatives cross his awer his chest, and form his fingers into the sign of the
Cross. At the grave, the final Cross is erected. Thaddadgment will begin with the appearance of the Cross
of Christ.

Glory to Your Precious Cross, O Lord!

ELEVATION OF THE CROSS
SEPTEMBER 27

BO3BUXKXEIBLE YACHOI' KPCTA
27.CEIITEMBAP

XPpHCTOB KPCT — jeJaH MUCA0

,O HenobeamBa, HecxBaT/bMBa M BoxaHcka Mohu gparoueHor
M XXMBOTBOPHOT KPCTa, He OCTaBW HacC rpeLuHe”.

Mepajyhm Ha KpCT CBOj yMOM M cpuem, XpuwhaHuH ynasu
aybree y Taj cumbon u gyxoBHO y3pacta. Kao wro je
Ourbkama notpebHa nnogHa 3emrba, Bnara, U CyH4YeBa
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cBeTnocTt ga 6u pacne, Tako je XxpuwhaHuHy noTpebaH KpCT XPUCTOB Yy HErOBOM AYXOBHOM U
PU3NYKOM KUMBOTY, jep KPCT XPUCTOB ra XpaHu, noju, rpeje n gaje cBeTnocT.

Hawe Tewko, yxacaH, 3no n yxypbaHo Bpeme HaM He [403BOfbaBa [a Ce YyCPeACpeaVMMO Ha Hally
KOHUeHTpauujy. Jbyau Xyge 3a 3abaBoM, pasHOBPCHUM AOXMBIbajuma, npogykuunjama, vaejama,
ocehajuma n akumnjama. KpcT Hac nosmBa Ha CynpoTHO. Y HeMY HEMA KpeTaka, HeMa NPOMeHa, Hema
crnorbHUX Bapujauuvja. KpcCT 3axTeBa [a CKOHUEHTpULIEMO Halwy naxwy y AaybuHy gywe. Tapga, y
CBOjOj je4HOCTaBHOCTK, MUPY U TULLIMHK, HeroBa 6eckoHadHa CylwTMHa 1 ay6OKO 3HavYeHwe ce oTBapa
Hama.

Cs. Anocton NaBne Huje Xeneo HuUwWTa Apyro y ceeTy Aa 3Ha ocuM Mcyca Xpucta un werosor pacneha.
To je cTora kaga 4oBek cnosHa focnoga Mcyca Xpucta pasaneTor Ha KpCTy, OoH gobuja cee WTo My je
notpebHo. Ha kpcTy je ucnucaHo cee wrta Tpebamo aa 3Hamo o bory n o cebu...Haw nag v Hawa
o6HoBa, Haw rpex un 6oxaHcka munoct. KpcT Hac ynyhyje Ha BENMKO CTpNSbeHE U CKPOMHOCT, rbybaB
N npawTtake cBMMa, pacnehe Hawer Tena v Hagy y Be4yHO cnacewe. McnpyxeHe u pacnete pyke
jacHo ceegoye ga focnog He Xenu cMpT rpeluHrka 1 ga je OH cnpemaH ga onpocTu 1 3arpnu ceakora
KO Ce UCKpeHO Kaje, 6e3 063mpa KONUKO je rpeLuaH.

On ppeBHMX BpeMeHa na 4Yak M pAaHac, [NpasBocnaBHa LlpkBa je cmaTpana KpCT Kao BenuKo
onbpambeHo cpefCcTBO NPOTUB CBake GonecTun,pusnyke nnm gyxosHe. To je pasnor 3awTo xpuwhaHu
o4, APeBHUX AaHa HOCe KPCT Ha rpyavma. Holuewe TakBor KpcTta ce cmaTparno Kao ucrnoesefamne ga je
4yoBeK xpuwhaHnH 1 3a oabpaHy npotMB 6uUNo KakBkor 3na. Yak n gaHac obuyHO ce Ha KpCTy Buae
ncnmncaHe peyn ,cadyysaj 1 3awTUTK (Cnacu n coxpaHu)*.

KpcT je Benunko 1 HecaBnaameo opyxje (cuna) koje nobehyje cBe, ann OBO 3aBUCKM O Halle Bepy U
noboxHoctn. [lpe cBera, KpCT je cmmbon Haiwer cnacewa. Ocewyjyhn ce 3HakoM KpcTa, MU ce
monnmo Bory Ouy kpo3 kpcT Hberosor CuvHa mnu Hawem Cnacuterby, camome bory CuHy Kpo3 KpCT
Hoerose MNonrote, nnn bory Ceetome [lyxy — oneT kpo3 CnacuTerbeB KPCT, KPO3 KPCT NPEKO Kora je
no6uro npaBo ga Ham nowarbe Ytewuterba. OcewnBate KPCHMM 3HAKOM MMa nocebHo 3Havere kaga
ce MOMMMO 3a ornpawuTaj U cnacewe, jep He MOXeMo BMTU cnalleHn Unu onpoLwTeHN Ha padyH 6uno
KakBUX NMYHMX 3acnyra, 6e3 ob3upa konuke Benvke Te 3acnyre 6une! 3axearbyjyhu XpuctoBom
cTpagamwy, ueHn HberoBe pparoueHe KpBW, MU CaMO MOCMe Halle MNoKojaka W NrodoBa MoKojana,
MOXeMO [a ce yCyaMMO Aa MMaMo Hady y onpawitaj u cnacewe.

KpcT je HajmohHuju, ceemoryhmn nsBop yTexe M cHare y BpemMe XanocTu, MOTULUTEHOCT, U o4vajama.
KpcT je nocrnearwa Haga OHWMX KOjU OYajaBajy, U OH HWKaga He nocpamMu OHe Koju ce y3aajy Yy Hera.
KpCT Hac yun CKpOMHOCTU M CTPNSbeHY, TPE3BEHOCTM M NPOHULIBUBOCTU, YACTONM Cpua, Bepe U Haae
n XpuCToBOj UCKpeHo] rbybaBn. OOmnyHa 3emarbcka sbybaB je eroueHTpuyHa u cebudyHa, OoK je
XpucTtoBa npaBa ibybaB XpTBeHa 1 caocehajHa.

Y npaBoM xpuwhaHuHy, KpCT XpUCTOB cCaMO MOXe [da M3a30Be Yy3ajaMHy, 3axBanHy, caocehajHy u
XpTBeHy rby6aB 3a 'ocnoaa, 3ajeaHo ca YexHoM aa bygemo pasanetu ca XpuctoM. Mnak, KpCT Huje
camo cumbon ctpagana. OH je Takohe cumbon nobege u Tpujymda reybasu n uctuHe. OH je cumbon
BeYHa pafocCT Koja crneau nocne npuBpeMeHor cTpagarwa, pagoCTy KOjy HaM HUKO HEMOXe oOy3eTw.
KpcT Ham nctnHckm obehaBa ga he cBaka cy3a 6utn obpucaHa, cBaka Tyra XpucTta pagv npomeHuhe
ce y pajocT, CBaka Kan Ccy3a, KpBW U 3HOja Koje XpulhaHuH Koju Bonu Xpucta nponvea npepn ceojy
cMpT nocTtahe anjamaHTu, pybuHn n bucepu Hemspeumee nenote y Hebeckom LLapcTay.

MpBK CBECHM BEPCKM MOKPET cBakor xpuwwhaHckor geteta tpeba ga Oyge ocewmBame cebe 3HaAKOM
KpcTa. XpuwhaHuH ce Kpctu npu 6yheny (ycTajawy 13 nocterbe); 1o 61 Tpebano ga dyge nocneghu
Aenawe npeq cnaeake. XpuwhaHWH ce KPpCTU Npe WM Nocre jena, npe u nocre yyewa, npe nsnacka
Hanorbe, Npe UKakBor nocna, nNpe y3umawe fnekosa, npe oTeapara nowTte, No aobujarby BeceNux nnm
TY>XHUX BECTU, NO ynacky y Tyfy kyhy, Bo3, unun 6pog 1 yonwTe Ha caMOM MOYETKy NyTOBawa, Xo4awa,
UNn ekckypsuje, nNpe Kynawa, nocehmawa 60necHux, ognacka Ha cyd, Ha Ucnutaeawa, y 3aTBop, Y
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M3rHaHCTBO, Mpe onepauuvje, npe 6opbe, nNpe akagemMckux WUnuM Apyrux npepasawa, npe u nocne
cactaHaka, uta. MefyTum, Kao WTO HEKO He CMe [a HOCU KPCT Kao amajnuvja, Tako He 6y cmeo ga
NpeTBOPU KPCHW 3HAK y cyjeBepje, jep KPCT U KPCHU 3HaK CYy jeAHOCTaBHO CMOSbHU M3pasn OHora LUTO
Tpeba ga je y cpuy cBakor xpuwhaHmHa: CKPOMHOCT, Bepa 1 Haga y focnoga.

Kaga xpuwhaHuH TenecHo ympe, Apyry, herosu pohaum npekpcTe HheroBe pyke Npeko HeroBux rpyam
1 nocTase NpcTe y 3HaK Kpcta. Ha rpobrby ce noctasrba nocnedwun Kpet. CTpawaH n nocnenwu cyq
he noyeTn nojaBoM XpUCTOBOI KpCTa.

Cnasa TBome aparoueHom KpcTy Focnoge!
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Blessings & prayers lbrazocnosu u monrumee

Healing prayers /moaumee 3a 30paswe: Albena E. Georgieva

Baptism / Kpumeme: Jadranka Jovic

Conversion /Beponponesa: Mariah Cekarmis

Home blessing brazocuwarmwe oomosa: Srdjan Jakovljevic

Slava / Cnase: St. Panteleimon: Pantelije Djurdjevic Family, Sasa Pekicillyfam
Vitomir Samardzic Family, Zoran Samardzic Family

Memorial prayers / napacmoce: llya Eppler, Assinka Kostourkova

~ Remember to contact Fr. Ilija to have birth prayers said on the first, eighth and
40™ day Of birth the birth of your child. He 3a60pasume oa xonmaxupame o. Hnujy xaxo 6u mozao
0a ouuma moaumee 3a Hosopolene npeoz, 0cmMoz u uempoecemoz 0ana no pohemny.

I L o O L

Let’s build a church together!
H3zpaoumo upkey 3ajeono!

On September 9, 2012 we will have a presentation tie site design of the new
church project. All parishioners are welcome to aend and offer any suggestions.

We still owe $100,060 to pay off the lar

9. centemO6pa 2012 ron. Ouhe
npeacTaBa npojekra Hose Hpkse. CBu
NapoXHjaHUu Cy J000p AOLLIM da JAAXy
CBOje cyrecruje.

Jom nyryjemo $100,060 3a otmiary
MMamba. 4



A a2 2 L L e o

Thank you very much! Muozo éam xeana!

Church lunches: KSS, Jovic & Vujic Families, Balach Family

Videos for church library: Dusan (Dan) & Gordana Cekarmis

L

Sunday School

Sunday School
Registration will take
place on Sept. 23,
2012. On this day we
will say prayers for
the beginning of the
school year. Please
come and bring your
children so that we

take a group picture.
Actual classes will
begin October 7.
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Cekarmis Farewell
Two of our very active parishioners, Dusan (Dan) and Gordana Cekarmis, ang ettt will be
moving to Arizona this month. Both are active choir members and have served on the churemdboar

various committees. Gordana has also been president of the KSS. We will honor tham wit
recognition luncheon on Sept. 9. Everyone is encouraged to attend and wish them well.

A T o

Transportation

Many of our parishioners are not able to come to church because they don’t have aetdyaieg If
anyone is able to provide transportation, please contact Fr. Ilija.

I o L o
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Fall Dinner / Dance

When: November 24, 2012
What time: 7 p.m.
Where: St. Demetrios Church, Seattle

If you are willing to help contact the Church Board or KSS. If you have itemsdailent auction,
contact Ana Ristich.
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STEWARDSHIP — CTAPATE/bCTBO (/[oopouuncmeo)
Mother Maria of Paris:

"The way to God lies through love of other people, and there is nowtye At the Last Judgment |
shall not be asked if | was successful in my ascetic ersras how many prostrations | made in the
course of my prayers. | shall be asked, did | feed the hungry, dlmheaked, visit the sick and the
prisoners: that is all | shall be asked."

»11yT Ka bory nexu y jby0aBu npema APyruM JbyJauMa U APYyryd Ha4uH He nocToju. Ha crpamuom cyny
Me HUKO Hehe muTaTH Jia i caM Oujia yCIeliHa y acKeTCKUM BekOaMa MM KOJHMKO caM METaHHja
ypaauia TOkoM MoiauTBU. Ilutahe me, na u cam HaxpaHuWIIa rJagHe, OJleHya roje, mocerusia OoyecHe
1 OHE Yy 3aTBOPY: TO je cBe mTo he Me mutaTu”.

Please fill out your Stewardship Card so that we can bettaageaour Church activities in 2012.
Thank you!

Monrmo Bac Jja UCITyHUTE CTapaTesbCKe KapTHUIe KaKo OM MOTJIHM 00Jbe YNMpPaBJbaTH HAIINM HPKBEHHM
aktuBHOCTHMA 32 2012ronuny. XBana!
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