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The Significance of Sts. Peter & Paul today
— a model of synergy

we see in their icon that they are embracing each other.thiew
might not seem strange at first, for we quite often graet ®ther

with a kiss and embrace. But for these two apostles it mifisant

when you understand that their approach to preaching Christ to the
people was quite different and therefore they were at odds wit
each other. St. Peter was focused on the Jews whika8t.was
focused on Gentiles (non-Jews). St. Peter initially thedit being
Christian required that everyone comply with the Law of thesJew
as Moses handed down. For the Gentiles, this was very
uncomfortable if not difficult. Needless to say Christ did notridte
that unrelated practices and conditions be placed on a person
wanting to become a Christian. When St. Peter received that
message from God that what God has created cannot be unclean, he
understood that Christ was for everyone. This icon than refiects
image of unity in diversity and reconciliation after conflict. In other
words, they cooperated with each other — they had a synergistic
relationship. Neither one of them could have accomplished their
mission without cooperating with God and with themselves.

N — .{'-‘Efﬂ'ﬂ What is significant about these two men for us today? Firsli of a
\

“...we have never achieved anything good on our own, but all good thingararéfom God by grace, and come
as it were from nothingness into being. For ‘what do you have which you did not réesk&3t. Paul — receive,
that is, freely from God; ‘and if you received it, why do you beaasif you had not received it’ (I Cor. 4:7), but
had achieved it by yourself? Yet by yourself you cannot achieythiag, for the Lord has said: ‘Without Me,
you can do nothing’ (John 15:5)(St. Peter of Damascus - Book 1: A Treasury of Divine Knowletye,
Philokalia Vol. 3 pg. 176)

Don't we desire to be cooperative? We are well intended and qftén think that we are working toward the
same goal, and yet we forget how to cooperate so that our ggralse met. What else could be the reason for
getting in the way of progress other than our pride and 8gd?aul had a gift for presenting the ‘message’ to the
Gentiles, while St. Peter was more prepared to talk with.J8ad bestows gifts upon all of us and yet we usurp
other people’s gifts thinking that we know better than they do.chlalenge is to pool the gifts of everyone and
work in harmony to accomplish a task while respecting each other.



Cooperation among ourselves is not the only thing we should be concbmgd@ur cooperation with God is
also very important, if not more important, because through this @apeGod bestows many blessings upon
us. The end result is that we acquire salvation. Salvation, loyweannot be earned because it is a free gift from
God. The means by which a person cooperates with God is by livifggad tepentance and participation in the
Sacraments (Holy Mysteries).

Quite often people come to confession and express concern of howldiffis to stay on a godly path. St.
Ephraim explain this phenomenon — “These are the things which sefaktone who approaches God: first
temptation, then tribulation, then toil, despondency nakedness, sugfednguish, contempt; in these the
endurance and testing of believers is manifested; and in adl thegperson who gives himself wholeheartedly to
God'’s direction, and submits to his will, triumphs completely.”

For God only asks of us a perfect intention and he himself w#l gs the strength and grant us the victory; as it
is written, He is the champion of all who hope in him. And agarséys, The Lord is near to all who call upon
him in truth. He will do the will of those who fear him and Jigten to their supplication and will save thém
(St Ephrem the Syrian, ‘“To the Monks in Egypt® Exhortation. An invitation to right conduct)

God created us with free-will and desires that we cooperigtteHim so our relationship with Him will allows
His grace to flourish upon us. ‘The incorporation of man into s€rand his union with God requires the
cooperation of two unequal, but equally necessary forces divice grad human will (A Monk of the Eastern
Church, Orthodox Spirituality, p. 23).

“Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears my voiceerts the door, | will come in” (Revelation
3:20). God knocks, but waits for the person to open the door — He dobseaktit down. The grace of God
invites all but compels none. In the words of St. John Chrysostom:ri&asl draws anyone to Himself by force
and violence. He wishes all people to be saved, but forces nd$emhon on the words ‘Saul...’6 (P.G.51,
144)). ‘It is for God to grant His grace,’ said Saint Cgfilerusalem (died 386); ‘your task is to accept that grace
and to guard it (Catechetical Orations, 1,4). But it must notnagined that because a man accepts and guards
god’s grace, he thereby earns ‘merit.” God’s gifts areagbafree gifts, and man can never have any claims upon
his Maker. But a person, while he/she cannot ‘merit’ salvatiomst certainly work for it, since “faith without
works is dead” (James 2:1TBp.K. ware)

3unauaj Cs. IleTpa u [1aByia nanac —npumep cuHepruje

KakaB je 3Hauaj oBa ;Ba 4oBeKka 3a Hac AaHac? Hajope BuaumMo Ha mHUx0BOj MKOHUM ma cy OHHM 3arpJbeHu. Y
IPBOM IIOTJIETy OBO HE M3IJIe[ia 4y HO, jep MH YeCTO ce MO3JpaB/baMo ca LEIUBABEM U 3arpjbajeM. AJH 3a OBa
JIBa arlocToja je 3Ha4ajHO Kajga pa3yMell Ja HHXOB IPHUCTYN mpomnoBemajyhu Xpucra Hapomy je OHO cacBUM
Ipyraduju u 300T Tora oHU cy Ouim y cykoOy jeman ca apyruM. Cs. Ilerap je 6uo ¢okycupan Ha jeBpeje q0k CB.
[TaBne je 6uo Qokycupan Ha HezHabome. Y nodyetrky CB. Iletap je ocehao na ako he Hexo Outn Xpunrhanux
3aXTeBa Ja CBaK CE YCKJIAAM Ca jeBPEjCKMM 3aKOHOM MoOMBeHHMM oa Mojcmja. 3a He3HaOome oBO je Omio
HETPUjaTHO aKo He U Temko. Huje motpebHo pehm ma Xpuctoc HUje HaMepaBao J1a ce MOCTaBJbajy HENOBE3aHe
IpaKce U YCJIOBH MpeJ1 YOBeKa KOjH xelu Ja noctane xpuihanuH. Kana je Cs. Ilerap no6uo nopyky ox bora na
mTa roj je bor cTBOpHo HEe MOXe OWTH HEYHCTO, OH je pazyMmeo na Xpucroc je 3a cBakora. OBa MkoHa mokasyje
JIVK JeTUHCTBA M PA3IMYUTOCTH W TOMHPEH-E TOce cykoba. Y IpyruMm peduma, OHH Cy capaljuBaid jemaH ca
IpYyTUM - UMajil Cy CHHEPTrUCTHYKH ofHoc. Hujeman oj WUX HHje MOTao OCTBapUTH CBOjy MHCHjy 0e3
capahuBama ca borom u ca cobom.

.- HAKAJa HICMO TIOCTUTIIM HEITO T0Opo caMH, jep cBa mo0pa Hamra cy ox bora mo 6nromaru, u mohy kao mro
Cy OBU OWJIM M3 HUILNTABUIIA Y MTOCTOjarke. Jep 1mra uMaii mrto Hucu 100uo? [Tura Ce. An. IlaBie — nmpumure, TO
je, cmoboauo ox bora; u ako cu 10010, 3aIITO e XBAIHUIN Kao aa Hucu q0omo (Kom.4,7),amu cu mpumuo ox cede?
Wnak He Moxken cam noctrhu HUMITA, jep [ocnoxn je pekao: ,,be3 meHe, He mokem HumTa ypaaut (Ju.15.5).,,
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Ja mu He xenmumo aa Oynemo koonepaTHBHH? CBU CMO JOOpOHAMEpPHH W YECTO MHUCIHAMO Jia PaJUMO 32 HCTH
Wb, anu 3a0opaBUMO Kako Aa capalyjeMo nma Ou mocturiu Hame muibeBe. lllta Moke OuTh pasior mTo
crnpeyaBa mporpec ocuM ropaocT u ero. Ce. Am. [TaBne umao nap aa nponoseaa He3HabommuMa, 1ok Cs. [etap
je O6mo BHIIE CpeMaH Ja IpoIoBeaa jeBpejuMa. bor mapyje Oiara 3a CBHjy HAaC a WITaK MU Y3ypHHpaMo Tyhe
nmapoBe muciiehu ma 6osbe 3HAMO HEero oHM. M3a30B je CakynmuTH CBadHje JapoBE W Ja paauMo Y XapMOHHUjU Ja
3aBPIIMMO 33JaTKe JIOK jeJlaH IPYyrora MoIiTyjeMo.

Hebu Tpebanu xa ce camo OpuHemo o capanmu Mehy Hama. Hame capahuBame ca borom je MHOTO BaskHHjE, aKO
HE BaxkHHje, jep Kpo3 oBO capahjuBame bor he momaputu nyHo Ojaromatd 3a Hac. KoHauHu pesynraT je aa
nobujemo crnaceme. Craceme, UIak, He MOXKe ce 3apaauTH jep je cioboman map ox bora. Haumn kako doBek
capalhyje ca borom je a >KUBH KHBOT ITOKajama U Jja y4ECTBYj€ y CBETOj TajHH.

Yecto Jpyau [oja3e Ha MCIOBECT M M3pa3e OpUTY Kako je TeImKo ocTtaTH Ha OoxujeM myty. CB. Edpem
oOjammaBa oBaj penomeH — ,OBO cy CTBapH Koje Majaajy Ha HeKora Ko ce nmpubmmkasa bory: mpuje uckymeme,
ma CTpajame, OHJAa paJuTH ca MYKOM, IMOTHINTEHOCT, TOJIOTHIA, CTPajame, jal, Hpe3npame, y OBHM
M3APKIJPMBOCTUMA U UCTINTHBAE BEPHUKA ce MaHH(ECTyje; U y CBEMY OBOM YOBEK KOjH C€ CBECPIHO Ipena Ka
npasiy bora, v mokopH ce |BeroBoj BoJbH, TpHjyMdyje Y MOTYIHOCTH

Jep bor camo Tpaxku ox Hac caBpIIeHE Hamepe, M OH caM he HaM JaTu CHary W MOJAapUTH MOOeIy; Kako je
Harmcano, OH je IaMITHOH 3a OHE KOju ce y3majy y Ibera. M omer kaxe, bor je 61u3y cBHjy KOju ra 30By y
vctrad. OH he UCITyHUTH BOJBY OHMIMA KOjH Ta ce 00je U ycnumhe lUXOBE MOJIOE M CITACHTH he HX,,.

Bor je Hac cTBOpHO ca CIIOOOAHOM BOJBOM M skeau aa capalyjemo ca Bbum Tako nma Ham omHoc ca Hbhum
JI03BOJbAaBa HHETOBY OJIaroiar jJa mpoliBaTa y Hama. ,,YrpaljuBame doBeka y XPHUCTa U HETOBO YjeAHIBEHE ca
Borowm 3axteBa capahuBame JBUje pa3IuuuTe, ajlu jeJJHaKe cuie: 00KaHCKa OJ1aroar u JbyAcKa BOJba.

»1JIe, CTOjUM TIpell BpaTHMa M KyllaM; ako HEKO 4dyje Moj IJiac U OTBopH Bpara, yhuhy“. bor kyma, anu yeka aa
YOBEK OTBOPH BpaTra '- OH UX He pa3dmja. boxuja OmaromaT 1mo3uBa CBHjy ajlyd HUKOTA HE MPUCHIBbaBa. Y peunMa
Cs. JoBana 3maroycra: ,,bor nehe Hukazga Byhu Hekora cedbu critom u HacusbeM. OH JKelr Jia ce JbYIH CIacy, aju
HUKOTa HE TpucWibaBa. bory je ma momapu Onmaromar kaxke CB. Kupun Jepycamemucku; TBOj 3amatak je jaa
MIPUXBATHII Taj O1aroaar U cavyparr ra. Ajm He Tpeba 3aMHUCIIHUTH J1a aKO YOBEK IIPUMH U cadyBa boxuju gap, oH
j€ 3apanno 3aciayry, boxxuju map je yBek cIo00IHO JaT, U YOBEK HE MOXKE 3aXTeBaTu 1a My je CTBOpUTEIh TyKaH
HewTo. M ako YoBeK He MOJKE 3aCIyKHUTHU CIIacemhe, CHTYPHO MOpa J1a pajy 3a CBOje Cllaceme, MOIITO je ,Bepa 0e3
nera MpTBa“.
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Sts. Peter & Paul —

Troparion _Tone 4
Leaders of the Apostles and teachers of the wprhid; to the Master of all to grant peace
to the world and great mercy to our souls.

Tponap, cnac 4.

[IpBONpECTOIHUILIA AnocTona u yunteJbu BacesbeHe, Mmosmmte I'ocnioia cBux, 1a z[apyie
Mmup BacesbeHu, a gyniaMa HalllMM BEJIMKY MHUJIOCT.
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Blessings & prayers lbrazocnosu u monrumee

Birth prayers | Monumee 3a nosopohene. Nicholas & Nia Piskov, Danilo Zekanovic
Baptism / Kpuumema: Maya Yaguchi

Home blessing /brazocuwvamwe oomosa — Dobri Conkov, Aleksandar Eppler, Jadranka &
Srdjan Jovic, Nebojsa Solunac, Ivaylo Zhelyazkov

Healing prayers / Moaumee 3a 30paswe. Dusan Cekarmis, lvaylo Kostov

Remember to contact Fr. Ilija to have birth prayers said on the first, eighth and 40" day
of birth the birth of your child. He 3za6opasume oa xonmaxupame o. Haujy xaxo ou
M02a0 0a ouuma moaumee 3a Hoeopolene npeoz, 0cmoz u Yvempoecemoz 0ana no polemwy.
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Let’s build a church together!
H3zpaoumo upkey 3ajeono!

We are getting close to paying off the mortgage on the new land. Pleal ¥
help pay off the remaining balance of about $107,418.39. ;

If anyone has any suggestions regarding the proposed site pléaxtdenbi,
llija by July 9, 2012. Thank you!

Bprno cmo Giu3y otmiare octaTka xunorteke Ha LlpkBeHo nmame. Monmmo Bac 3a moMoh Kako OMCMO OTIUIATHIIN
ocraTak ayray uzHocy ox 107,418.3%10m1apa.

AKO HEKO MMa CyrecTHje Y BE3M NMPEIIOXKHM IUIaH TpaauiMiiTa, KOHTakTupajte o. Unujy mo 9. jyma 2012rogx.
Xgana!
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Thank you very much! Muozo éam xeana!

Sunday Lunches menessnu pyukoBu: KSS, Protinica Carole Balach, Rada Marusic,
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Serbian Days Festival —
(ecTuBa CPIICKHU AAHU

When: July 28-29, 2012. See attached flyer. His
Grace Bishop Maxim and visiting clergy and
parishioners will join us this weekend. Please
come and bring your friends.
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STEWARDSHIP — CTAPATE/bCTBO

Please fill out your Stewardship Card so that we can better manage our &ttivigles in 2012. Thank you!

MonumMo Bac Ja HUCIYHUTE CTapaTeJbCKe KapTHUIe Kako OM MOriu 0O0Jbe YIpaBJbaTH HAIIMM IPKBEHUM
aktuBHOCcTUMA 32 2012romuuy. XBanal
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Summer Camps

St. Sava Church — Issaquah, WA:Our church will hold a

children’s camp at our church July 13-15, 2012. This will include
overnight camping at the church, so bring your sleeping bags. For
more information contact Milan & Aleksandra Stefanovic: 425
338 0430.

St. Sava Camp — Jackson, CAOur Diocese is offering a

summer camp, as in every year, for children in Jackson, CA. Visit
this site for registration information:
http://www.campstsava.org/css.htmCamp will be held on:

Week One: July 15 - July 21

‘ \ Week Two: July 22 - July 28

Week Three: July 29 - August 4

Contact Fr. llija if you have any questions. Fr. llija will be at this campirsterfeek.
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School Graduates

Congratulations to Maria Glisic and Jelena Stevanovic for graduaitihgsch
ool. They are now enrolled at the University of Washington.
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Holy Confession -CBeTa Tajua ucmioBect
Fr. llija can hear your confession on Saturdays after Vespers or byrangea appointment.

O. Nnuja Moe 9yTH Balll UCIIOBECT CYOOTOM TIOCIIE BEPUEPH-E UITH 110 JOTOBOPY
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