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A Meal of Unity - Christian Reflections on Thanksgiving Dinner

Families like to meet together for a meal. When the family is large and particularly close to one another, it usually develops
this family meal into a kind of ritual. Most Americans find this most clearly expressed in the traditional Thanksgiving
Dinner, held every year. The time and place are important for Thanksgiving Dinner, so too is the menu which must be built
around certain meats—usually a big turkey—and certain other traditional dishes, such as cranberry sauce and pumpkin pie.
Other ritualistic elements are usually developed when a family meets over a number of years for this traditional meal: certain
persons have certain functions, definite places to sit, preparation rites are evolved into a strict custom, certain routines
become traditional after the meal is finished. And when the afternoon is finished, everyone goes away back to his own daily
round of living strengthened once more in the sense of oneness with this family. This conviction of unity and mutual support
will bolster each person often in times of frustration or loneliness which come into all our lives. No family should be without
a traditional meal. All of us, even those who cannot have such a gathering at Thanksgiving, know that this is true. Some
families find that many more than one family meal each year is needed. And these families usually enjoy a unity and strength
among themselves that is envied by others.

The Christian Family—the Family of God—also needs their Meal of Unity. This need was well understood by Jesus Christ,
and He instituted the Christian meal for all His followers. He did it very simply: He took bread and said, “This is my body.”
Then He broke it and gave it to His followers to eat. He took wine and said. “This is my blood.” Then He gave it to them to
drink. Then He said. “Do this in memory of me.” As the Apostles ate, they realized that they were becoming one with each
other by Christ Himself entering into all of them. It is on this strength that they lived and gave witness to Christ all over the
world. This meal and its effects on the Christians who ate of it immediately fulfilled the prayer which Christ said to His
Father on that same night: “That they may be one Father, in you and you in me. . . that they may be one in us.” From that day
until now, Christians have always met together in the traditional Breaking of Bread.

Christians, too, over the years have evolved a thorough ritual as the setting for this traditional Meal of Unity. Orthodox
Christians in particular have developed a preparation rite, the Eucharistic Prayer, the Epiclesis, which invokes the Holy Spirit
to “descend upon us and these gifts here spread forth” and to change the bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Jesus
Christ so that the Orthodox Faithful may break this Bread of Life and receive it unto themselves for the “remission of sins
and Life Everlasting.”

Christians who come together for this Eucharistic Meal should come carrying the gifts which they want
to contribute. In early Christian days each one did literally carry gifts to the Altar, much like Aunt Jane
brings a casserole or Uncle George brings a bottle of wine to Thanksgiving Dinner. Nowadays the
preparation of gifts is done in our Churches through one representative of the whole assembly, the
Priest. who brings the bread and wine to the Altar in the Great Entrance. Each of us, though, should give
our lives and our sincere dedication to Christ’s way of life while our representative is preparing the
Gifts. The meal which we are readying on our Altars is, after all, OUR meal. OUR Breaking of the
Bread. Of course, the Priest has the main function during the meal, because he is specially Ordained
with the Grace of God to represent the community to God, as well as representing Christ before the
community. But our function is also evidently meaningful; we come forward and eat from the Breaking of the Bread. We,
like the Apostles, realize that all the assembly eating from this Holy Banquet are partaking of the same Christ which is filling
us. We move back to our places with a sense of deep unity growing within us and all around us. There is a togetherness in
this which penetrates us. There is a strength in this which fills us with a sense of power. There is a solemn conviction in this




which makes us feel more and more Divine. We join together with all Orthodox Christians in this Breaking of the Bread. . .
but we join with Jesus Christ in the deepest sense of our being. All of us are one, not only together, but in Christ.

When a family leaves a Thanksgiving Dinner, they are strong against frustration and loneliness. When Orthodox Christians
leave their Eucharistic Meal of Unity, the Breaking of the Bread, they have a deep conviction that they are all joined together
in a renewed commitment to witnessing Christ in their own world. At the end of the Gathering, the Priest says, “Let us depart
in peace, let us pray to the Lord.” Surely this is clear truth. We indeed depart with Christ in us. We go in peace, the peace
which Christ alone can give. We go to take Christ into whatever work is ours. Christ goes with us—with each of us, with all
of us—and we know that large numbers of Orthodox Christians eat of the same Bread, and live on the strength of the same
Jesus Christ. The more we eat His Flesh and drink His Blood, the more life, His Life, we have in us. And that life vivifies our
actions till they become obviously and powerfully Christian. We witness Christ to others—individually and all together.
Never will we be alone again. Together with countless other Orthodox Christians we are doing Christ’s work. Christ working
through us will remove all frustration. He will make our lives successful. If today’s Orthodox Christians gather frequently for
the Breaking of the Bread of Life, then people will say what the Romans said of the early Christians—and a touch of envy
will be in their words: “See how they love one another.” (Rev. Fr. Mark Beshara)

OO0pok jequHcTBA — XprmhaHCcko pasMHILbAK-€ 0 BeYepH 3aXBATHOCTH

damunmje BoJie 1a ce OKyIUbajy 3a 00pok. Kama je ¢ammnuja Benrka a HApoyuTo OJIM3y jeqHO OPYroM, OOMIHO OBaj 0OpOK
ce pasBHja y jeman ox obnudaja. BehuHoMm amepukanim Hal)y 0BO M3pakKeHO Yy TPaJAMIIMOHAITHO] BEUESPH — 3aXBaTHOCTH, KOja
ce OfipKaBa CBake rofuHe. Bpeme W MecTo Cy BaKHH 3a OBY Beuepy 3aXBaJHOCTH, HCTO Ka0 MEHH KOjU Ce CIIpeMa CBAaKaKo
Meco — obmuHO hypka — M Heka Apyra TpaauIlMOHANHA jesa, Kao coc oA OpycHHUIAa W muTa oa OyHIeBe. JIpyru puTyatHH
MOMEHT OOWYHO ce TMpoImpyje Kaxa ce paMmimja OKynu IpeKo HEeKOJIMKO TOAWHA 33 OBaj TPAAWIIMOHAIHU OOpOK: HEKe
ocobe MMajy cTaiHe AYKHOCTH, OZPEIjEHO MECTO 3a Celere, 00pea INpUIpeMa cy pa3paliiii y CTPOTHM o0H4ajuMa, Heke
TpaIMLOHAJIHE PyTHHE MOCTOje Iocie, Kaja ce jeno 3aBpud. [la kaja ce cBe 3aBpIIM, CBAaKO CE€ BPAaTH Yy CBOj COICTBEHHU
JHEBHU KPYI JKMBOTa jOII jEAAHIyT I0jadyaH y CMHUCIY jeIMHCTBa ca OBOM mopomunoMm. OBo ybeheme o jeamHCTy M
3ajeIHOYKOj MoApIIy he yUBpCTHTH CBAKOT YOBEKa OOWYHO y BpeMme (hpycTpaliyje Win ycaMJbEHOCTH KOje Joj1a3e y HallluM
xuBotuMa. Hutn jenna dammimja He cMe 6utn 6e3 TpaguunoHamHoOr oOpoka. CBU MU, U OHM KOjH HE MOT'Y MMaTH OBAaKBOT
OKYIUbakha Ha JIaH 3aXBaJIHOCTH, 3Hajy J1a je oBo ucTHHa. Heke dammnuje nponaly na je noTpeOGHO MMaTH BHIIE 3aj€AHUYKUX
obpoka y Toky roxuse. I1a oBe paMmnnmje 00MIHO y)KUBAjy jeANHCTO U jaunHy n3Mel)y cebe Ha ueMy UM JpYyTH 3aBHUJIE.

Xpumthaucke pamunmmje — boxuje dpammnmje — ucto Tpebajy cBoj 00pok jemmHcTBa. Mcyc Xpucroc je 1o6po pasymeo OBy
motpely, 1 300T Tora je yCTaHOBHO XpHIIhaHCKK OOpOK 3a cBoje cinendennke. OH je 0BO ypaaro jeIHOCTaBHO: y3€0 je Xieb u
pekao: “OBo je mMoje Teno . OHIa M3JIOMHO H 120 CBOjUM alloCTOJIMMA Ja jely. Y3eo je BHHO U pekao: OBo je Moja kpB'. [la
OHJIa UM je J1a0 jia ronujy. OHaa UM Kaxke: ~ YpaJuTe 0BO y CIIOMEH Ha MeHe . JJOK Cy alloCTOJIH jein, OHM Cy CXBAaTHIIH J1a Cy
novenu na Oyny jemHo, jenaH ca OpyrHMM Kpo3 yiaszak camMor XpucTa y mux cBHjy. Ca OBOM CHaroM OHHM Cy >KUBEIH H
cBeouriIM XpHcTa 1o 1ejaoM cBery. OBaj 0OpOK M HeroB yTHIa] Ha XpuihaHe KOju Cy ra jelld OJ] JelaHITyT Cy MCITYHHJIH
MOJIUTBY K0jy je Xpuctoc Moaro cBoM Oy Ty ucty Hoh: “Ja 6u oHn Ownw jeauu Oue, y TeOM U TH Y MEHH... 1a OU OHU OMIIN
jennu y Hama'. O oHOra aHa 1o caja, XpuihaHu Cy ce YBEK OKYIUbaJIM 3ajeJHO Y TPaAULMOHAIHOM JIOMJbEHY XJeoa.

Xpumthanu, #cTO, TOIWHAMA Cy pa3BHjald MOTIYHH OOpex Kao TOCTAaBKYy 3a OBaj TpagunuoHaTHH OOpOK yjeaAnmemba.
[IpaBocnaBiu ¢y HapOYNUTO CTBOpWIM 00pexn mpurpeme, MommTBa Eyxapucruja-npuuect, Ennkiucuc, koja mozuBa Csetora
Jyxa na “culhe Ha Hac U Ha oBe mpemoxeHe JlapoBe™ u ma mpeTBOpH OBaj xyeb U oBo BuHO y Temo u Kps Ucyca Xpucra
TaKo Jia BEpHUITM MOT'Y YYECTBOBATH Y oBoM XiieOy JKuBoTa M MpuMUTH y cebe 3a ~omnpairame rpexosa u JKuBot Beunu' .

Xpumthanu Koju Joiaze 3a 0Baj €yXapHjCTH]jCKH 0Opok OM Tpebanm 1a MOHECY JapoBe Koje jKenle Ja
najy. Y panmje naHe xpuinhanu cy OyKBamHO JOHOCHIU jaapoBe y Onrap, ciuunHo kKao Tera Jama
JIOHece jenaH JoHall win Yjak bophe moHece ¢uanry BUHA 3a 3aXBaJHy Beuepy. Y JaHAIIEBUM JaHUMA
crpeMame JapoBa je ypal)eHo Kpo3 jeIHOT KOjH IpeiCTaBiba LENy 3ajeIHUILY, CBEIITCHUK KO JOHECE
xned u BuHO y Outap 3a Bpeme BenHMKOr xona. Mmak cBu MU TpeOaMo NaTH CBOj IICNH JKUBOT H

HCKPEHO C€ MOCBETHTH XPHUCTOBOM HAYHMHY JKUBOTA JOK HAIll NPEACTABHUK CIIpEeMa CBETE NapoBE.
L& BN T.IWY O6pox xoju cnpemamo ma Ham Omnrtap je HAIIL O6pok. HAIIIE nomiseme xneba. HapasHo,
CBEIITEHNK WMa TTaBHY (yHKIMjy 3a BpemMe OOpoka, jep OH je HapOYUTO PYKOIONOXKEeH ca bokujom Omaromaté na
mpeacTaBy 3ajenHuny bory, m mcTo nma mpenctaBum XpHCTa Mpen 3ajefHuNy. And Hamia (yHKIOHja jeé FCTO OYHUIIICTHO
3HaYajHa, JOJAa3UMO HaIpe U jeeMO OJl OHOT JIOMJbEHOT Xjieba. Mu, Kao aloCTONIH, CXBATUMO JIa CBU OKYIIJBCHH KOjH jeIy
OJI OBE CBETE TpIe3e y4YECTBY]Y y HCTOM XpPHCTy KOju Hac ocetH. Bpahamo ce mHammm mectiMa ca ocehajeM mgyOokor
yjennmema Koju pacTe y Hac M Oko Hac. [locToju 3ajeqHAIITBO y 0BOME Koju 00y3e Hac. [locToju jenHa cHara y KOoMe ITyHH
Hac ca ocehajeM jemne cuie. [TocToju cBedana ocyna y oBoMe fa ce ocehiamo Buile u Buiie 0oxkaHncku. [Ipuapyxumo ce ca
CBUM MPaBOCIABIMMA JIOMJbCE-A OBOT XJieOa.. anu mpuiapyxumo ce ca Mcycom XpuctoMm y Hajay0J/beM CMHUCIY Haller
nocrojama. CBU CMO YjeIU-CHH, HE CaMO ca COOOM, HEro y XPHUCTY.
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Kana ¢dammmmja ormymira oOpoK 3axXBaTHOCTH, OHH Cy jaKH HPOTHB (QpycTpandje W ycamibeHocTH. Kama mpaBocmaBnn
OTIIYIITA]y E€BAPXHUCTHYKHA OOPOK YjeOHIberha, JOMJbCHE XJeba, OHHM HWMajy AyOoko yOeheme na cy CBH yjeOUICHH Y
00HOBJbEHY MOCBEhCHOCT CBeOYaBame XPUCTa Y CBOM cBeTy. Ha Kpajy OKyIUbama CBEIITCHHK Kaxe: Y MHUpPY H3HhUMO...
Tocnoay ce momoymMo'. 3arcra OBO je jacHa UCTHHA. MU ojy1a3uMo ca XpucToM y Hama. MaemMo y Mupy, MUp KOjH camo
Xpucroc moxe aa ganae. Mpemo na Hocumo Xpucta y Koju roj OMO 1Mocao je Haiml. XpHCTOC HJe Ca HaMa — ca CBaKHM, ca
CBUMa U 3HAMO J1a BEUKU Opoj mpaBociaBala jeqy UCTU XJe0, U jxuBe Ha cHary ucror Mcyca Xpucta. llITo BHiIe jenemo
ECTOBO TEIIO W KPB, AIMaMO BUIIIE KHUBOTa, Eberosor xmuBoTa, y Hama. U 0Baj KHMBOT 0’KHMBJbaBa HAIlle aKIHje JOK IOCTOje
OYHUTJICIHO U CHAXXHO xpuinhancku. CBenounMo XpHCTa Jpyruma — MojeIuHavyHo U 3ajequnukd. Hukamga hemo Buie outu
ycamJbeHH. 3ajelHO ca MHOIITBOM JPYrUX IMpaBociaBana paaumo XpuctoB pan. Kaga Xpucroc paau kpo3 Hac, OH u3Byde
cBe (pycrpanuje. O he HampaBWTH a HaIl KUBOT Oyjae ycmemaH. AKO IPaBOCIABIN CE€ OKYIUbajy YECTO 3a JIOMJbCHE
xJieba )KMBOTA, OHJA JbyIW he na kaxy mTa cy PUMJbaHU pEeKIM paHUM XpuIThaHuMa — M JT0JaTaK 3aBUCHOCTH he OWTH y
IbUXOBHM peunMa: ~BUAWTE Kako ce Boiie . (Otary Mapko berrapa)
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Blessings / prayers — brazocnoeu u monumee

Birth prayers — Renata Radic

Home blessing — Ken Bailey Family

Healing prayers — Jelena Stojakovic

Pomens / Parastoses — Orr Y. Potebnya, Sr.; Orr Y. Potebnya, Jr.

Slavas — St. Thomas: Branko Cumic Family, Timothy Hendon Family, Milan Radic Family. St. Petka: Mira
Mocic Family

Remember to contact Fr. Ilija to have birth prayers said on the first, eighth and 40" day of birth.
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Sunday School

Our Sunday School program has started and the students who have enrolled are enjoying their lessons and fellowship. The
theme of this semester is “The Orthodox Family”. The lessons are structured around the following subjects:

Family Is Love - Every family’s story is different and each generation tells a different story about their ways of life, their
joys, and their hardships.

Family Means Belonging - Families share everything; love, joy, good times and bad. They help and support one another,
both physically and spiritually.

When God Created People, He Created Family - Some were faithful, and others were not. God sent leaders and prophets
and, finally, His Son, Jesus, to show us how to love and help one another.

We Become Members of God’s Family When We Are Baptized - Just as our families have stories, our church family has
stories about how it began, where its people came from, how it grew, and important events and special times.

Being an Orthodox Christian in a Parish Family - Being Christian and being Orthodox should tell us who we are as right
believers who celebrate our faith, and respond to those in our parish family, our community, and to those around us.

We Are Accountable To God For Our Lives And Those Around Us - As Orthodox Christians, we reveal our commitment
to God through our steadfastness, integrity, compassion, and responsibility for all of God’s people.

Along with religious instruction, for those students who are interested, they can participate in folklore. If a child wants to
participate in folklore, church service and religious instruction, attendance is required. Please remember it is important to be
on time for church to teach our children the importance of respecting God and learning to pray. Please enroll your child if
you haven’t yet done so.

S
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New Property Update

We are close to paying off the mortgage on the new property. If we can pay off the mortgage this month, we can save over
$70,000 in interest payment over the next four years. For those who have not contributed yet, search your hearts and ask
yourself if you want to be part of the legacy of the growth of St. Sava
Church for generations to come for the glory of God. If you do, then
give what you can, for no gift is too small. You may bring or mail
your checks to St. Sava Church, P.O. Box 2366, Issaquah, WA 98027
and note on the check “property.” You may also use ‘PayPal’
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-
xclick&hosted button id=UNKW7Y4WSFGOU .

HoBoCTH 0 KYIIUbEHOM UMAaKbY

bau3zy cMo ja MCIIAaTHMO XHUIOTEKY Ha HOBO HMame. AKO O |
HCIUIATATH XHMIIOTEKY OBOT Mecela, ymremmm 6u mpeko 70.000$ Ha &
nHTEepecy koju 6u rahanmm y mpeoctane 4. roguHe. 3a OHE KOjH jOIII f
HUCY HUINTA Jajy, TOTPaXXHTE Balle CpIe M 3alUTajTe ce Ia Ju
xenmure nga OymeTe nmeo HcTopckor pacta npke CB. Case, 3a B 7
TeHepanyuje Koje monase y ciaBy bora. Ako jkemuTe TO, OHAA JajTe IITa MOXETE, jep HHUjedaH Iap HHje CYBHUILIE MajH.
Mosxete qoHeTH My nociat Bamn 4ek St. Sava Church, P.O. Box 2366, Issaquah, WA 98027 1 HasHAYUTH J1a j€ 32 UMambe.
MosxeTe u yIoTpeOuTH ,PayPal* https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-
xclick&hosted button id=UNKW7Y4WSFGOU .
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Thank you - Xeana

Sunday Lunches: KSS, Choir, Protinica Carole Balach, Ana Yanez. Volunteers needed for November lunches.

A B o
Circle of Serbian Sisters — Ko.1o Cpnckux Cecmapa

All sisters are welcome to attend the next meeting on November 6, 2011. Cge cecmpe cy 0obpo douine Ha credehu cacmanak
6. nogemobpa 2011 200.
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Hilandar Monastery Appeal — Anen 3a manacmup Xunaunoap

During a recent group trip to Mount Athos, that Bishop Maksim led, they had the opportunity to visit the Serbian Monastery
of Hilandar. Although some progress has been made in rebuilding the burned buildings of the monastery, there is still much
work to be done. Our diocese has organized an effort to help pay for the reconstruction. If you would like to help, contact
Darko Hrle, 425 — 577 1044 for more information.
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Roslyn Serbian Cemetery — Cpncko 2poo.wve y Poznanoy

There is a constant need to maintain the Serbian Cemetery in Roslyn. To facilitate this work we need a volunteer who will
organize work parties to accomplish this task. In addition to regular maintenance, there is a plan to build a new fence around
the cemetery property. Contact Fr. Ilija if you are interested.

R st L S
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Winter Retreat

The 2012 Pan-Orthodox Youth Winter Retreat will take place January 14-16, 2012 at Cedar Springs Camp, Lake Stevens,
WA. More information is coming.
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Please be respectful to God and considerate to those present by coming to Church before Divine
Liturgy starts. After a church service starts it is also very disrespectful to be outside talking and
making “noise”.

MoaumM Bac na aolere y HpkBYy npe nmoverka cB. Jlurypruje 1a 6u omim y;byaau npema bory u
Na»XJbUBH NMpeMa MPUCYTHOM Hapoay. M cTo Huje yJbyaHO 1a ce HAMOJbY IpH4a U OyKa J1a ce
npasu Kkajaa je seh borocay:xeme nmoueJo.
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STEWARDSHIP

November 13 is Stewardship Sunday. It is a time to begin thinking how you are going to fulfill your stewardship
obligations to your Church. You might have some idea about stewardship, but are not sure of what your responsibility is.

When we think about Stewardship, the responsibility we have should be very serious. We strive to excel in our careers so that
we can live a comfortable life and provide for our families. We take our jobs seriously and the responsibility to do well, to be
on time, to put in the hours necessary to succeed and at times, to be away from our family all so that management can say -
he is a company man, worthy of a promotion, gives his time to our corporate efforts.

What responsibility do we take for God, Jesus Christ and our Church - as Stewards of what has been provided for us? Do we
strive to excel in our faith so that we can live a humble life and provide for our Church? Do we set a good example for our
children so that they understand Stewardship and become good Stewards of our parish? Do we take the Church seriously,
take the responsibility necessary as a Steward, to put in the hours sharing our Time, Talents and Treasures? And at times, do
we actually move away from the earthly life to focus on the heavenly? Can God can say - he is a faithful man, worthy of
Salvation, gives selfishly as a Steward to God's efforts?

What we must give up — nothing compared to what God gave up!
What we must face — nothing compared to what Jesus faced!

What we do — nothing compared to what God has done!

Please fill out your 2012 Stewardship Card so that we can plan for next year and manage our Church properly.
Thank you!
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Fall Dance

Our annual Fall Dance will be held November 19 at St. Demetrius Church in Seattle. The Dance / Program with dinner will
begin at 6 p.m. after 5 p.m. Vespers at St. Demetrius. There will be no Vespers at St. Sava Church. Reservations are
required to ensure that you have a seat for dinner. See flyer for additional information.
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Orthodox Church of America - All American Council

This national convention will take place at the Bellevue Hyatt Regency Hotel, 900 Bellevue Way NE. For further
information visit www.aacl6.org. An Orthodox trade show will also be at the hotel.
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