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The Orthodox New Year
By Fr. Michael Harper

It can be frustrating to move suddenly from the end, back
to the beginning of something. But this is what Orthodox
believers do as we move from August 31st - the last day of
! the old year, to September 1st, the first day of the new

| year.

It is part of the goodness of God, that He, who has no
beginning and no ending, the Eternal Trinity, should take
such care to give us a year which begins and ends, and
then begins all over again. In our human and finite state we
need fresh starts, and this is one of them. From the peaks
of Pascha, Ascension, Pentecost, and Transfiguration, we
move back to beginnings, the Nativity of the Mother of
God, and then in December of the Son of God Himself. We start this wonderful cycle all
over again. But the Holy Spirit, as we trust Him, will renew this new year to us, and give
us a whole new understanding of it.

"Behold I will do a new thing", God says through the prophet Isaiah (43:19). The new
wine will come to us in new wineskins.

The God who has put eternity in our hearts, knows our human frailty. He knows that
marriages need their anniversaries, and all of us, especially children, need their birthdays
from year to year. We in the Orthodox Church also hold a special place for the
anniversaries of those who have died in Christ. We recall every year the glorious deaths
of the saints. But the whole of this is held in a solid framework - the Orthodox Calendar.
Through the God inspired wisdom of our fathers and mothers, we have a beautifully
constructed lectionary, which flows through the year, like the streams of an effortless
river, blessing whatever they touch.

It is significant that the last great feast of the old year is that of the Dormition of Mary,
the Mother of God. Her human passing was to heaven's glory. And the first great feast of
the new year is her Nativity. It is not that Mary is more important that Christ, around
which most of the Calendar revolves. Mary is not God. She did not exist from eternity.
But she is honored in this way because she is our supreme example. She lived a life of
complete obedience to God.
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It should be noted that to the present day, the Church has always celebrated the beginning
of the New Year on September 1. This was the custom in Constantinople until its fall in
1453 and in Russia until the reign of Peter I. September 1 is still festively celebrated as
the New Year at the Patriarchate of Constantinople; among the Jews also the New Year,
although reckoned according to a moveable calendar, usually falls in September. The
service of the Menaion for January 1 is for our Lord's Circumcision and for the memorial
of Saint Basil the Great, without any mention of its being the beginning of a new year.
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Beginning of the Church New Year
September 1/14

Troparion

Creator of the universe, setting times and seasons by Your sole authority, bless the cycle
of the year of Your grace, O Lord, guarding our rulers and Your nation in peace, at the
intercession of the Theotokos, and save us.

Kontakion

Living in the Highest, Christ the King, The Creator and Fashioner of all things visible
and invisible, Who creates the days and nights, times and seasons: Bless now the crown
of the year And protect Thine Orthodox rulers, cities and people in peace, O Greatly
merciful One.

IHoyerak lpkBene HoBe ronune
1./14. centembap

Tponap

CTBOpUTEIBY CBE TBapH, KOJU CH BpeMeHa U JieTa octaBuo y CB0joj BIACTH, 0JIarOCIOBH
ronuimy Kpyr 6naronthy TBojom ['ocnone, cauyBaj y mupy u rpaa TBoj, MoTuTBaMa
npecsere boropoaue, u criacu Hac.

Kongax
VY BummeMm LapctBy xuBum Xpucte Lape, TBopue u CTBOpuTEIRY CBETa BUAJBUBOT U

HEBUJJbUBOT, KOjU CH JJaHE U HOhH, BpeMe U TOAMHE CTBOPHO, OJIarociioBu caa
TOJIUIIIBH KPYT, CauyBaj U OJPXKU y MUPY Tpaja 1 Hapo TBoj, MHOTOMHIIOCTHBH.



WHY ARE VIGIL LAMPS LIT BEFORE ICONS?

First-because our faith is light. Christ said: I am the light of the world
(John 8:12). The light of the vigil lamp reminds us of that light by
which Christ illumines our souls.

Second-in order to remind us of the radiant character of the saint
before whose icon we light the vigil lamp, for saints are called sons of
light (John 12:36, Luke 16:8).

Third-in order to serve as a reproach to us for our dark deeds, for our
evil thoughts and desires, and in order to call us to the path of
evangelical light; and so that we would more zealously try to fulfill the
commandments of the Saviour: "Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works" (Matt. 5:16).

Fourth-so that the vigil lamp would be our small sacrifice to God, Who gave Himself
completely as a sacrifice for us, and as a small sign of our great gratitude and radiant love
for Him from Whom we ask in prayer for life, and health, and salvation and everything
that only boundless heavenly love can bestow.

Fifth-so that terror would strike the evil powers who sometimes assail us even at the time
of prayer and lead away our thoughts from the Creator. The evil powers love the darkness
and tremble at every light, especially at that which belongs to God and to those who
please Him.

Sixth-so that this light would rouse us to selflessness. Just as the oil and wick burn in the
vigil lamp, submissive to our will, so let our souls also burn with the flame of love in all
our sufferings, always being submissive to God's will.

Seventh-in order to teach us that just as the vigil lamp cannot be lit without our hand, so
too, our heart, our inward vigil lamp, cannot be lit without the holy fire of God's grace,
even if it were to be filled with all the virtues. All these virtues of ours are, after all, like
combustible material, but the fire which ignites them proceeds from God.

Eighth-in order to remind us that before anything else the Creator of the world created
light, and after that everything else in order: And God said, let there be light: and there
was light (Genesis 1:3). And it must be so also at the beginning of our spiritual life, so
that before anything else the light of Christ's truth would shine within us. From this light
of Christ's truth subsequently every good is created, springs up and grows in us.

May the Light of Christ illumine you as well!

St. Nikolai (Velimirovich) - Translated by R.D.



3AHITO CE HAJIM KAHAWJIO ITPEJ UKOHOM?

[IpBo 3arto mITO je Bepa Hama cBjeTyiocT. Pekao je Xpucroc: Ja cam CBJeTIIOCT CBETY.
CBjeTyIoCT KaH/IMIIa ONIOMUILE HAC Ha CBJETJIOCT KOjOM XpUCTOC o0acjaBa qylry Hamry.

Jlpyro, 1a Hac MOJICETH Ha CBJE€TJIOCT KapaKTepa OHOT CBETUTEJbA MPE]] KOJUM HaTuMO
KaHWJIO0. Jep Cy CBEIH Ha3BaTU: CHHOBH CBJETJIOCTH.

Tpehe, na HaM ciry’Ku Kao yKOp 3a TaMHa JieJla Hallla, ¥ 3JI¢ TIOMUCIIU | KeJbe, U JIa Hac
M030B€ Ha IyT jeBaHhescke cBjeTyiocTu. Jla Ou ce moTpyAuiu Tako ca peBHOIINY OKO
3anoBecTr CriacuTesbeBe: TaKo Ja Ce CBHjETIIM Ballle BUjEJIO TIpeJl JbYAUMa, 1a BUJIE
BaIa go6pa Jjena.

YetBpTo, 12 TO Oyae Maia xpTBa Hama bory, koju ce caB )XpTBOBao 3a Hac. JenaH
MajyIITHU 3HaK BeJIMKEe 0J1aroapHOCTH U CBETJIE JbyOaBu Hame mpema OHOME, O] Kora y
MOJIUTBH ITPOCUMO H KUBOT H 3/IpaBJbe U CIACEHE U CBE OHO IITO caMO Oe3rpaHuyHa
HeOecka Jby0aB MOXKeE JaTH.

[Tero, na To Oyzae cTpamniIo 3IMM CHJIaMa, KOj€ Hac Harasajy Ipu MOJUTBU U OJIBOJIC
HaM MHCH Ha JpyTy cTpaHy oj TBoplia Hamiera. Jep 37e cuiie BOJie TaMy U TPXKY C€ CBaKe
CBJETJIIOCTH, HAPOUMTO OJI OHE KOja je HaMemeHa bory u lberoBUM yrogHuIuMa.

[lecto, na Hac moACTaKHE HA camonperopeme. Kao mo jenej] u puTusb rope y KaHaumy,
MOKOPHM BOJBH HAIIIOj, TAKO HEKa TOpe M AyIIe Hallle TNIAMEHOM JbyOaBH y CBUMA
CTpaJlalbuMa, MOKOPHU Ba3jia BoJbH boxujoj.

Cenmo, a HaC Hay4H, J1a Kao MITO KaHJIMJIO HE MOXKE Jla ce 3amayii 0e3 Hallle pyKe Tako
HU CpIie Hallle, TO YHYTpPAIIkhe KaHIUIO Hallle, HE MOXE C€ 3alajIuTH 0€3 CBETOT Or'Hha
boxwuje 6marogatu, Ma OMJI0 UCITYHEHO CBUM BpJIMHAaMa. Jep cBe Cy BpJIMHE Hallle Kao
ropuBo, a o1 bora je oram, KOjU HX 3aKHXKeE.

Ocwmo, na Hac onomeHe n1a je TBoparl cBeTa mpe cBera CTBOPUO CBJETIIOCT, a OHJAa CBE
ocrtaio o pexy. U pede bor: neka Oyae csjetnoct. U 6m cBjernoct. Tako Mopa u Ha
MOYETKY Haller AyXOBHOT JKMBOTA IPBO J1a CE 3aCHja YHYTPa y HaMa CBjE€TIOCT XPHCTOBE
ucturae. O Te cBjeTIIOCTH XPUCTOBE UCTHUHE TTOCIIE CTBapa C€ M HUYE U pacTe y Hama
CBaKo J100po.

Csjetnoct XpucroBa Heka U Bac ocBermm.

Cs. Hukonaj (Berumuposuh)



How to be with God?

Before this question gets answered, it is
important to understand that God has
absolute and complete love towards
mankind. God’s absolute and complete
love was clearly shown when “He gave
His one and only Son that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish but have
eternal life” (John 3:16). In other words,
the Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, sacrificed Himself on the cross and destroyed the
power of death and sin, so that people can be with God forever. To explain this great act
of God even more clearly, imagine that your friend, whom you love so dearly, gets a
speeding ticket. Unfortunately, your friend is very poor and, thus, unable to pay the fine.
Since you have great love towards your friend, you decide to pay the fine. In other words,
you pay for your friend’s misdeed. This is basically what God did on the cross. Every
person is mortal and sinful because sin had entered mankind’s nature through Adam’s
and Eve’s disobedience towards God. God’s Holy Law clearly states, “the wages of sin is
death” (Romans 6:23). But, God does not want mankind to be separated from Him since
separation from God means eternal damnation. Therefore, the Lord Jesus Christ, who is
God and Man, sacrificed Himself on the cross to pay for our sins and to free us from the
bondage of sin and death.

So, it’s obvious that God’s plan for the salvation of mankind is driven by His absolute
and complete love. Since God’s love is perfect, He does not want to force anybody to
love Him back. He does not want to force anybody to show love towards Him by being
holy. That is to say, if some person truly loves God and wants to be with Him eternally,
that person will show love towards God by being holy before Him. God wants us to
choose to live holy lives before Him because that is the meaning of perfect love towards
God. This is clearly mentioned in many Biblical verses, such as: ’If you love me, you
will obey what I command” (John 14:15) and ”Be holy, because I am holy” (1 Peter
1:16). Therefore, the only way to show our love and faith towards God and desire to be
with Him after our earthly death is to obey the Word of God and the commandments of
Eastern Orthodox Church. The Lord Jesus Christ clearly showed this through Holy
Fathers and Apostles. We study the Word of God by reading the Bible, the writings of
Holy Fathers, and attending Liturgies. The commandments of Eastern Orthodox Church
clearly show that one must be baptized first, and, then, clean the soul through fasting,
praying, confessing sins regularly to the priest, and taking Holy Communion. A lot of
people say, “I don’t have time for this” or “this is too hard”. But, one has to remember
that salvation of one’s soul is the number one priority, just like the Lord Jesus Christ said,
”What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or
what can a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matthew 16:26). Also, one has to into
account the fact that any kind of achievement in life requires work; so, in the same way,
to be clean and holy before God, requires work on our side. There is no need to be afraid
to walk on the path of holiness since the help of Holy Spirit is promised to those who



walk on the holy path of salvation. God loves us completely and He will always guide us.
Unfortunately, there are people who call themselves Eastern Orthodox, but they don’t
lead lives according to the Word of God and the commandments of Eastern Orthodox
Church. In other words, they don’t lead holy lives. Such people must not weaken one’s
faith in God. The Lord Jesus Christ clearly said that such people would show up. Our
goal is to watch our soul, our heart, and to lead holy lives by obeying the Word of God
and the commandments of Eastern Orthodox Church.

Todays, it is so sad that a lot of people do not choose to be with God, but choose the path
to eternal damnation. A lot of people don’t have Christ in their hearts. This is so sad. It is
so depressing to see so many horrible sins, such as violence, swearing, fornication (sex
before marriage), abortion, lying, and other horrible sins. Such sins separate people from
God. The only way to be with God is to lead holy and Godly lives by obeying the Word
of God and the commandments of Eastern Orthodox Church. Holy and Godly life will
lead us to Kingdom of Heaven after earthly death. (Serbian Saints Church — Toronto)

Kako outu ca borom?

[Ipe Hero mTo ce OAroBOpU Ha OBO MHUTaJbE, MOTPEOHO je MPBO 1a pazymemo aa bor nma
aricoJIyTHY U MyTHYHY Jby0aB mpeMa uoBeky. To je jacHo u3paxkeHo y peunma Ceror
[Tucma: "Bor Tako 3aBosbe cBHjeT na je CuHa cBojera JeqHOpOaHOTa /a0, a CBaKW KOJH
Bjepyje y mbera He IOTHHE, HEeTo Ja uMa >KUBoT BjeuHu" (JoBan 3:16). pyrum peunma,
Ucyc Xpuctoc, Cua boxxuju, )xpTBOBao ce Ha KPCTY U YHUIIITHO MOh CMPTH U Tpexa,
TaKo J1a 4OBEK MOxe OuTH 3ayBek ca borom. [la 6u ce oBo join 60Jb€ TI0jacHUIIO,
3aMHUCIIMTE J1a HEKO KOora IyHO BOJIMTE BO3W OpP30 U, IpemMa ToMe, 1o0uje /1a TyIaTH Ka3Hy
3a Taj npekpuiaj. Ha xaioct, Ta ocoda Hema MoryhHOCTH J1a IJ1aTH KasHy, jep je jako
cupomaiiHa. [Tomro Bu nMarte BeMKy Jby0aB mpemMa Toj 0COOH, TOHECETE OJTYKY Ja
YMECTO He€ IIIATUTE, TO JeCT, BU OJUTYYHTE Ja IIATUTE TPeX Balle BoJbeHe ocobe. Tako
HemTo je bor ypaauo Ha kpery. CBaku 4OBEK je I'peliaH U CMPTaH, 3aTo LITO e Tpex
YBYKA0 y JbYACKY MPUPOAY Kaja Cy Hallld pa-poauTesb, Anam u EBa, 3rpemmmm mpen
borom. boxxuju CBetn 3akoH jacHO Kaxke: "Tuiara 3a rpex je eMpt” (Pumspanuma 3:23).
Amu bor He xxenu n1a Jbyau Oyay onsojeHu of thera, jep Outu onBojeH on bora 3naun
peduBaTH y BEUHO] CMPTH U naTkH. 3ato ce Mcyc Xpucroc, koju je bor u Yosek,
KPTBOBAO HA KPCTY Jia IJIATH 3a Hallle TpeXe, U TUME OCII000H JbYAE O CMPTH H Ipexa.
Kao mrro ce Bunu, boxuju mian 3a crac JbyACKOT pojia je 3acHOBaH Ha boxkujoj
arcoJIyTHOj M MOTITYHO] Jby0aBu npema uoBeky. Ilomro je boxxuja sbybas caBpiieHa, bor
He JKeJTM HUKora Ja Tepa aa ['a Bonu. bor sxenu 1a yoBek cio0oaHOM BOJHOM oj1abepe aa
Oyne cBeT u uucT npen bum, jep je To moTpedaH ycioB caBpliieHe JbyoaBu rpema bory.
To ject, ako ocoba 3aucta Bosiu bora u >xenu 6utu ca tbum 3ayBek, onja he ce Ta ocoda
TPYIUTH J1a Oyze cBeTa U 4ucTa mpe] borom, kao MTo je pe4eHo Ha MHOTHM MECTUMA Y
Cgetom IIucmy: "Ako Me JbyouTe, 3amoBjectu Moje apxkurte” (Josan 14:15); "byaure
cBeTH, jep cam ja ceer” (1 Iler 1:16) 3Hauu, jeAMHM HAYMH HA KOJU MOYKEMO MTOKa3HBATH
Jby0aB u Bepy npema bory, u xespy ga Oyaemo ca tbum mocne Haire 3eMajbCKe CMPTH, j€
Kpo3 npxkame therosux 3anosectu u 3anoectu Ceere [IpaBocnasue Lpkse. Hcyc
Xpucroc je 0Bo jacHO mokasao kpo3 Csere One u Anoctosie. Mu yunmo Peu boxwujy
kana untamo Jeranheswe, XKutnje Cretux Otana u kana uaemo Ha Jlutypruje. 3amoBectu



Cgere IIpaBocnaBue LlpkBe jacHO moKa3yjy J1a YOBEK MOpa OUTH MPBO KPIITEH, [1a OHJA
71a 9YUCTH CBOjy AYIIY KPO3 MOCT, MOJIUTBY, PEIOBHY HCIIOBECT KOJ] CBEIITCHHUKA, 1
npumame Cseror [Ipuyenrha.

JlocTa Jpyu Kake: "HeMaM BpeMeHa 3a 0BO" WM "OBO je TelmKo'". Ani, 4oBeK Tpeda Ja
Ce CEeTH JIa je yIlla HajBakHH]ja, Kao 1mTo je ['ocriox Mcyc Xpuctoc pekao: "Jep kaksa je
KOPHCT YOBjeKY aKo CaB CBH]jeT 3a7j001je a Aylu cBojoj Hayau? Mnu kakaB he oTkymn
JIaTH Y0BjeK 3a aymry cBojy?" (Martej 16:26) Takohe, Tpeba y3eTu y 0063up u TO, 1a IITa
T'OJl YOBEK eI J1a TIOCTUTHE Y )KUBOTY, 32 TO MOpa Jla ce€ OTPYAU; HAa UCTH HAYHMH, aKO
’KEJIMMO J1a IOCTaHEMO CBETH U 4KcTu npea borom, norpebaH je paj v Tpya ca Hallle
crpane. He Tpeba ce mammTyu uiema myTeM CBeToCTH, jep je momoh Caeror Jlyxa
obehana. bor Hac motnmyHo Boau u OH he Ham yBek momohu. Ha sxanmocT, Hekaza BUIUMO
Jbyne xoju cede 30By IIpaBocnaBHuMa, anu He Bojae boroyroane sxuBote. He cmemo
JI03BOJIMTH J1a HAC TAaKBU JbYAM (YaK U aKO UMajy HEKY IIPKBEHY OATOBOPHOCT) OJIBOj€ OJL
I'ocnoga Hcyca Xpucra. He cMeMO 103BOJIMTH J1a TAKBH JbYIU OCiIa0e Hally Bepy Y
bora. 'ocnon Ucyc Xpuctoc je yno3opuo aa he ce TakBu jbynu mojaButu. Hamr 1iuse je
Jla Ma3UMO Ha Hally AyIly, cpue, U Aa BonuMo boroyrogan *uBOT, n3BpIaBajyhu
boxwuje u LlpkBeHe 3amoBecT.

JlaHac je BenMKa Tparenuja mTo J10cTa Jbyau He Oupa na Oyne ca borom y BeuHocTH,
Hero Oupa myT BeuHe npomnactu. Jlocra jbyau He mpuma Xpucrta y cBoja cpua. OBo je
HajBeha Tparenuja Hame reHepanuje. TyXHO je BUACTH TOJIUKO ITyHO HACHJba, TICOBAbA,
Onyna, 4eJOMOPCTBA, JJarama U OCTAINX BEIUKUX rpexa. OBaKBU M MHOTH JPYTH IPecH
o/1Bajajy yoBeka oj bora. 3aTo, jennau HauuH Aa Oyaemo ca borom je ma BOIUMO YHCT U
Boroyronan xwuBoT, n3Bpiiasajyhu boxuje u Llpksene 3amosectu. Cet u boroyronan
xuBOT he Hac yBectu y [lapctBo Hebecko. (Xpam Cpncxkux Ceemumema — Topoumo)



Recent blessings and prayers:

40 day birth prayers: Tatjana Fournier (baby Sofia), Ghina Nshweit (baby Zaina)
Baptism: Milica Karakusevic-Vitman, Sara Zekanovic

Home blessing: Nenad Grubisa family, Verne Poupitch Family

Slava — St. Panteleimon: Petra & Pantelije Djurdjevic family, Vitomir Samardzic family,
Zoran Samardzic family.

Healing prayers: Drago Bundalo, Elizabeth Popovich, Marko Zalokar
Parastos: Renata DiVora, Ilya Eppler
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Lunch Preparation:

Thank you to Anna Kassianov and Families, Protinica Carole

Appeal for help:

Protinica Nina Garich, wife of retired priest Fr. Miladin Garich, is seriously ill and
requires constant medical care. Due to their lack of personal funds, St. Sava Parish in
Jackson, California is asking for donations to help pay for her care. You may make out
your checks to “St. Sava Church” and on the memo line note: “Protinica Garich”, and
mail to our church address. Thank you!

NETINRETUNTUIN B BE I BN I B SE I IR
Calendar:

Serbian Days - Portland, OR:

Everyone is welcome to attend the Serbian Days Celebration at St. Stephen’s Church on
September 12-13, 2009. The parishioners of St. Stephen’s were very supportive of our
Serbian Days Celebration by attending in great numbers. Let’s also support our brothers
and sisters in Portland during this weekend.

Lecture — His Grace Bishop Savas of Troas will present: “Living out God’s Word in
Contemporary America” on Thursday, September 24, 2009 at Holy Apostles Greek
Orthodox Church, 19421 Ashworth Ave. N., Shoreline, WA. Everyone is welcome.



Stewardship:

We currently have 72 stewards. Our goal is to have a minimum of 100 stewards before
the end of this year. For those who already help the church through your time, talents
and donations, please fill out the stewardship card if you haven’t yet done so. In this way
we can acknowledge your efforts and give you a letter at the end of the year. For those
who have not yet made an effort to help your church in some way, please consider the
importance of perpetuating our faith and culture. Our community is only as strong as we
want to make it.

Christian Education:

Once again the children are preparing to go back to public school and it is time to also
remember to come back to Sunday School. The Christian Education of our children is
just as important, if not more important than secular education when the soul is in
question. The children spend five days a week at public school. Surely, there is time to
spend a few hours in the week to worship and learn about God.

Registration and the beginning of the Church School Year will be September 27, 2009.
Please bring your children that day so we can say together prayers for the beginning of
the school year and take a group picture of the children. Part of the children’s Christian
Education is to attend Divine Liturgy. Just as it is mandatory to be on time at public
schools, God deserves the respect for us to be in church before Divine Liturgy begins.
Let us teach our children by our example.

Specific religious classes will be offered after Holy Communion. The children will be
divided into age groups. The folklore class will be held after lunch. During dance
practice, parents and others are welcome to join Fr. Ilija for a questions and answer
session to learn more about the Orthodox Faith. Parents are welcome to contact Fr. Ilija
with any suggestions for the betterment of our school or if you wish to help teach or help
in any way.

Now that summer is over, we will have many children in attendance at church so it is
important that lunch be available every Sunday. All parishioners are welcome to help
organize at least one lunch during the year. Please let Fr. Ilija know what date you prefer.
Thank you!




Sabor:
(visit www.serborth.org for pictures of the Sabor)

The Triennial Church Sabor was held in N. Canton, Ohio at St. George’s Church on
August 10-13, 2009. Fr. Ilija attended representing our Church. A total of 222 persons —
laity and clergy, representing four dioceses, were in attendance. The theme of the Sabor
was “Christ the True Light: The Light of the Church and the Light of the World.” This
Sabor was of historical importance because after many years of being divided
administratively on this continent, we now have a Church Constitution in the Americas
that reflects the traditional organization of the Orthodox Church, specifically, we no
longer have overlapping dioceses. The Sabor concluded in the spirit of Godly love and
forgiveness with the hope that our Church will continue to prosper.

Roslyn Cemetery:
At the August 25, 2009 City of Roslyn Council Meeting St. Sava Church was recognized
for their volunteer efforts to maintain the Serbian Cemetery in Roslyn. Fr. Ilija was

present to accept this recognition on behalf of the St. Sava Church.

More work is planned in the near future to continue cemetery repairs. Details to follow.

Diocesan Children’s Summer Camp- Jackson, CA:

Fr. Ilija attended the second week
(July 27-31, 2009). Children from
throughout our Diocese attended with
the opportunity to see old friends and
make new friends. The theme of this
year’s camp was “Christ the True
Vine.” Throughout the week the children learned about how we are all connected to each
other and to God. Along with attending church services everyday, the children also
crafted projects, learned songs and folklore dancing, participated
in various sports activities as well as swimming every day. The
week ended with a fantastic talent show. To attend church camp
is truly a great experience for our children that will last a
lifetime. Visit www.campstsava.org for more information.




